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The Kerala State Legal Service Authority has submitted 
before the HC that the syllabus for schoolchildren 
should not only relate to bare minimum sex education 
and the Pocso law but also gender sensitivity.

gender sensitivity  
in curriculum

e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e  @ Bengaluru

Addressing the first meet-
ing of  the Finance Ministers 
and Central Bank Governors 
under India’s G20 Presidency 
via video message on Thursday, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said the creation of  an inclu-
sive agenda is essential to tide 
over the varied issues affecting 
the world.

“Global economic leadership 
can win back the confidence of  
the world only by creating an 
inclusive agenda,” the Prime 
Minister reiterated. 

Stressing on the theme of  In-
dia’s G20 Presidency — One 
Earth, One Family, One Future 
— which looks to promote an 
inclusive vision, Modi stated, 
“It is up to the custodians of  
the leading economies and 
monetary systems of  the world 
to bring back stability, confi-
dence and growth to the global 
economy... Focus your discus-
sions on the most vulnerable 
citizens of  the world.” 

The Prime Minister added 
that the participants of  the on-
going meeting represent the 
leadership of  global finance 
and economy at a time when 
the world is facing serious eco-
nomic difficulties, including 
those emanating from the pan-
demic and its after-effects on 
the global economy, rising geo-
political tensions, disruptions 
in global supply chains, rising 
prices, food and energy securi-

ty, unsustainable debt levels af-
fecting the viability of  many 
countries, and the erosion of  
trust in international financial 
institutions due to their inabil-
ity to reform quickly.

Casting the spotlight on the 
vibrancy of  the Indian econo-
my, Modi highlighted the opti-
mism of  Indian producers and 
consumers about the future of  
this economy and hoped mem-
ber participants would draw 

inspiration from it, while trans-
mitting the same positive spirit 
at the global level. Meanwhile, 
observing that the progress on 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals seems to be slowing down 
even as the world population 
crossed eight billion, Modi em-
phasised the need to strengthen 
multilateral development 
banks to address challenges 
such as climate change and 
high debt levels. 

PM Modi virtually addresses the G20 Finance Ministers meet on Thursday |  pti

M  S a r a v a n a n  @ Coimbatore

THE 45-year-old makhna ele-
phant captured near Coimbat-
ore on Thursday spent over 24 
hours on a truck while the for-
est department drove it 200 km 
to find a place for it to be freed 
as public at two sites protested 
its release in their localities. 

Sources said the animal was 
sedated multiple times, raising 
concerns about its health. At 
8.30 pm on Friday the animal 
fell as it was unloaded, sources 
said. Forest secretary Supriya 
Sahu at 10.30 pm told TNIE: “El-
ephant was released success-
fully deep inside reserve forest 
between Manombally-Varaka-
liyar. Elephant is healthy at 
time of  release. It has moved to 
nearby check dam to drink wa-
ter. Two teams of  six people 
each with doctors are monitor-
ing the elephant.”

Earlier, Chief  Wildlife War-
den Srinivas R Reddy denied 
any deterioration in the ele-
phant’s health. “Water was 
poured on it periodically and 
its health was monitored,” he 
said. The problematic jumbo 
was moved to Varakaliyar in 
Anaimalai Tiger Reserve on 
February 6. However, it started 

walking away on February 20, 
covering over 100km in two 
days, through Anaimalai, Polla-
chi, Kinathukadavu and Perur 
taluks of  Coimbatore. Amid 
public pressure, the depart-
ment darted the jumbo with 
tranquilisers, a radio collar 
was attached on it was loaded 
onto a truck. Yet, the depart-
ment did not have a plan for its 
release. On instructions from 
senior officials in Chennai, the 
field staff  started driving to the 
ATR with a plan to release the 
animal in Manompalli forest. 
Sources said the animal had 
been darted with sedatives mul-
tiple times over the 24 hours. 

“It is harmful to the animal 
to keep it on sedatives for so 
long. This operation seems to 
have been poorly planned,” he 
opined. 

e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e  @ Bengaluru

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Friday 
said supporting countries most 
in need and reflecting the con-
cerns and aspirations of  devel-
oping countries will be centred 
to India’s efforts at the helm of  
the G20 Presidency.

Welcoming delegates 
to the first Finance 
Ministers and Central 
Bank Governors meet-
ing under India’s G20 
presidency here, Nirma-
la said, “Supporting the 
countries most in need and re-
flecting the concerns, the aspi-
rations of  developing coun-
tries, will be centred to our 
efforts. We will work closely 
with the Troika, the G20 mem-
bership, international organi-
sations, and guest countries, to 
carry forward the exemplary 
work of  G20 presidencies be-
fore us.” For the unversed, In-

dia is part of  the G20 Troika, 
along with Indonesia and Bra-
zil, marking the first time that 
the Troika consists of  three de-
veloping and emerging global 
economies.

Further, she mentioned, 
“Based on our presidency 
theme (One Earth, One Family, 

One Future), the G20 dis-
cussions in 2023 will fo-
cus on exploring holis-
tic solutions to the 
most pressing global 
challenges... It’s our 

Prime Minister’s vision 
that the Indian G20 Presi-

dency will be a presidency of  
healing, harmony, hope, and 
one which shall usher in a new 
paradigm of  human-centric 
globalisation.”

She added that the G20 can 
transform lives around the 
globe by leveraging the comple-
mentary strengths of  its mem-
bers, while respecting country 
needs and circumstances. 

e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e 
@ Vijayawada

Former judge of  the Supreme 
Court Justice S Abdul Nazeer 
was sworn in as the Governor 
of  Andhra Pradesh on Friday.

In the formal swearing-in  
ceremony, High Court Chief  
Justice Prashant Kumar 
Mishra administered the oath 
of  office and secrecy to Justice 
(Retd) Nazeer.

The swearing-in-ceremony 
commenced at 9.30 am with 
Chief  Secretary KS Jawahar 
Reddy reading out the warrant 
of  appointment issued by the 
President of  India. After the 
swearing-in-ceremony, Chief  
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Red-

dy, Chief  Justice Prashant Ku-
mar Mishra and other dignitar-
ies greeted the Governor and 
presented bouquets to him.

Chairman of  AP Legislative 
Council K Moshen Raju, all the 
Cabinet Ministers, Leader  
of  Opposition N Chandrababu 
Naidu, MPs, MLAs, MLCs,  
several serving and retired 
judges of  the Supreme Court, 
Andhra Pradesh High Court, 
K a r n at a k a  H i g h  C o u r t ,  
chairmen of  various corpora-
tions, several public represent-
atives, senior officers of   
the government, family mem-
bers of  the Governor, officials 
and non-officials attended the 
ceremony. Nazeer retired on 
January 4, 2023.

Kept on sedatives for over  
24 hours, jumbo released 
in Coimbatore forest

Helping developing 
nations central: FM

Retd SC judge Nazeer 
takes oath as AP governor

25K eggs go up in flames 
at TN district godown 

Thoothukudi: Over 24,900 eggs 
stocked at a godown on Kovilpatti 
union office campus got damaged 

in a fire accident on Friday. The 
eggs were meant for distribution 

to the 120 nutritious meal centres.  
According to sources, the staff 

noticed smoke billowing from the 
godown and alerted fire and 

safety personnel, who rushed to 
the spot and doused the flames.

Drug awareness rally 
flagged off in Tirupati
Tirupati: Taking cognizance of 
the continuous surge in the cases 
of drug use, officials of the 
Tirupati district police wing and 
the Special Enforcement Bureau 
organised a rally on the theme 
‘Say No To Drugs’, here on Friday.  
District Collector K Venkata 
Ramana Reddy along with  
SP P Parameswara Reddy flagged 
off the rally. 

E x p r e s s  r e a d

for the love of cricket 
Fishermen play cricket at Adyar river mouth in Chennai on Friday |  P Jawahar

e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e 
@ @T’Puram

It’s not yet March, but the 
mercury levels in the state 
have already started soaring 
high, signalling the onset of  
summer. In view of  the rise in 
temperature, the Kerala State 
Disaster Management Author-
ity (KSDMA) has issued an ad-
visory, urging people to main-
tain extreme caution.

The authority has asked the 
public to avoid direct sunlight 
between 11am and 3pm as 
chances of  heat-related events, 
including sunstroke and sun-
burns, are high.

The state has been experi-
encing unusually hot climate 
this year, with the average tem-
perature in February hovering 
between 35 and 38 degree Cel-
sius. The KSDMA has come up 
with the advisory even before 
the official announcement of  
the arrival of  summer by the 

India Meteorological Depart-
m e n t  ( I M D ) .  T h e  
automatic weather stations in-
stalled across the state are 
showing high temperatures 
everyday, prompting the au-
thorities to come out with 
advisories.

The KSDMA has also warned 
of  wildfires and advised peo-
ple living close to forest areas 
to be on alert and to strictly 
comply with the warnings of  
the forest department. The au-

thority has also recommended 
fire audits at marketplaces, 
buildings and garbage dumps 
that are vulnerable to fire. It 
has warned the public to use 
water responsibly and avoid 
unnecessary wastage, and to 
carry a bottle of  water always 
to avoid dehydration.

The authority also advised 
educational institutions to 
avoid assemblies and rear-
range the timings of  such 
events to avoid the sun.

E x p r e s s  N e w s  S e r v i c e 
@Hanamkonda

Kakatiya Medical College 
(KMC) second-year post-gradu-
ate student Md Saif  was for-
mally arrested by the Mattewa-
da police on Friday. He allegedly 
started harassing Dharawath 
Preethi since December 2022, a 
month after she joined PG An-
aesthesia. She allegedly at-
tempted suicide due to harass-
ment by her senior in MGM 
Hospital in Warangal.

According to Warangal Com-
missioner of  Police A V Ranga-
nath, Saif  was shifted to Kham-
mam Jail after being produced 
before the IIIrd Judicial First 
Class Magistrate in Warangal. 
Disclosing the details to the me-
dia, Ranganath stated that 
there was a culture of  senior 
students bullying their juniors 
in KMC like in other medical 

colleges. Citing an example of  
bullying, the CP said that sen-
ior students insisted on their 
juniors addressing the former 
as ‘Sir’ and Saif  particularly 
targeted Preethi with his high-
handed behaviour. His harass-
ment grew after Preethi 
pointed out Saif ’s negli-
gence in properly in-
serting an endotrache-
al tube in a patient in 
MGM Hospital, said 
Ranganath.

Saif  also made fun of  
the mistakes made by 
Preethi in preparing the care-
sheet of  a patient during her 
visit to the Government Mater-
nity Hospital on February 20. 
He posted it on the WhatsApp 
group of  the PG students of  the 
college with an intention to  
insult her. 

Feeling humiliated by this, 
Preethi sent a message to Saif, 

asking him the reason for in-
sulting her on a public domain. 
She warned him to mind his 
own business and asked him to 
complain to the Head of  the De-
partment (HOD) or the princi-
pal if  there was any mistake on 

her part. Further enraged by 
her stand, Saif  texted his 

fellow students not to ex-
tend cooperation to 
Preethi. Seniors as well 
as juniors started stay-
ing away from Preethi 

during duty hours. It 
was a kind of  a boycott. 

Preethi’s appeal to them to 
stand by her fell on deaf  ears, 
according to Ranganath.

Following a complaint by her 
father, the Head of  the Depart-
ment of  Anaesthesia spoke to 
Preethi and Saif  separately. 
Later, the KMC principal 
warned Saif  against troubling 
Preethi. 

Student suicide: PG medico forced 
seniors, juniors to ‘boycott’ Preethi

CID raids on 
TDP leader’s 
family in scam

Praise for cop 
for saving heart 
attack victim

World economy 
on better footing, 
says RBI Guv

e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e 
@ Vijayawada

Teams of  Andhra Pradesh 
State Crime Investigation  
D e p a r t m e n t  ( A P - C ID  ) ,  
probing the Amaravati as-
signed land scam, conducted 
searches in the residence of  
former minister and TDP lead-
er P Narayana and his daugh-
ters residences in Hyderabad  
(Telangana) on Friday. 

When the recent reports  
came, the searches were  
continuing and AP-CID offi-
cials reportedly seized incrimi-
nating documents and other 
ev i d e n c e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o 
transactions. 

It may be recalled that CID 
officials conducted similar 
searches on the premises of  
Hyderabad-based NSPIRA 
Management Services Private 
Limited last month. 

e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e 
@ Hyderabad

A man who suddenly collapsed 
after suffering a heart stroke 
was saved by a traffic constable 
who showed presence of  mind 
to immediately  perform CPR 
on the victim.

The incident took place at 
Aramgarh on Friday morning. 
Balaraju, a resident of  LB  
Nagar, was declared stable by 
the doctors after he was shifted 
to a nearby hospital. 

Traffic constable Rajashekar 
who is working with Rajen-
dranagar police earned praise 
from his officers. 

Taking to Twitter, Health 
Minister Harish Rao said, 
“Highly appreciate traffic po-
lice Rajashekhar of  Rajendran-
agar PS for doing a commend-
able job in saving precious life 
by immediately doing CPR.” 

Touching upon the current 
global economic trends, RBI 
Governor Shaktikanta Das said 
the outlook for the global econ-
omy has improved in recent 
months, adding, “There is 
greater optimism that the world 
may avoid a deep recession, 
and only experience slow 
growth or softer recession.”

He, however, maintained that 
there are certain tests that lie 
ahead. “Together, we must res-
olutely address the challenges 
that confront us, including 
those that are of  a medium- and 
long-term nature. There are 
threats to financial stability, 
debt distress, climate finance, 
fractures in global trade and 
strains on global value chains,” 
he advised. 	                 ENS

As mercury soars, people urged to take precautions
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e

The curious case of Munnar
While the day time temperature has been 

soaring across Kerala, the rolling hills of  
Munnar have been witnessing an unusual 
climate. The mercury dips to zero degree 
Celsius during early morning hours, while 

temperature shoots up to 25 degree 
Celsius by noon. “It is extremely hot during 
afternoon and the temperature plunges to 
zero degree Celsius by 5am. The night time 

temperature is expected to rise in the 
coming days,” said an official at Kannan 

Devan Hill Plantations Ltd.

Temperature at various 
locations in Munnar Tea 
plantations at 5am on Friday
Silentvalley:� 00C

Letchmi: � 00C

Chundavurrai: � 10C

Devikulam: � 10C

Sevenmallay: � 10C

FM, S Korean counterpart 
discuss enhancing 
bilateral cooperation
Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Friday met South 
Korean Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Economy and Finance 
Choo Kyung-ho and discussed 
global issues, including India’s 
G20 priorities of strengthening 
multilateral development banks, 
climate finance, and financing the 
cities of tomorrow, besides further 
enhancing bilateral economic 
cooperation. 

Need inclusivity for global economic woes: PM
Up to top nations to spur world growth, says Modi; hints at optimism of Indian manufacturers and consumers


