
4Tuesday, February 21, 2023 Surat Plus

Hottest February day in Ahmedabad since
1990: Mercury@38.2 degree Celsius

AHMEDABAD: Relentless
heat continues to singe the

city and state. Sunday's
maximum temperature of

38.2 degree celsius for
Ahmedabad made it the
hottest February day for the
city since 1990, according to
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) data. The
previous hottest day of the
month was three years ago on
February 24, when the
mercury touched 37.8°C.

Sunday was not only the
hottest day for Ahmedabad,
but for at least four other cities
and towns that recorded
unusually high temperatures.
They included Rajkot,
Surendranagar, Amreli and
Keshod. Except Ahmedabad,
all four other weather stations
recorded temperatures of 39
degrees celsius or above.

While it's usual for the
state to experience hot
weather, with maximum
temperatures often breaching
40 degree celsius March
onwards, this year, however,
the heat is making its presence
felt mid-February.

Compared to normal
winters, November 2022 to
February saw a relatively
warm winter with fewer days
recording minimum
temperature of 10°C, said Met
department officials.
According to the IMD records,
in the past five years, the
month of February recorded
five hottest days. Except in
2023, the previous hottest
days were recorded towards
the end of February.

While the forecast for the
season is yet to be officially
made, experts anticipate a
searing summer for the state
based on the early onset of
heat. "Maximum temperatures
very likely in the range of 37-
39 degree celsius in parts of
North Gujarat region and
Saurashtra-Kutch during the
next two days," mentions the
IMD forecast. In Ahmedabad,
the maximum temperature is
likely to be around 38 degree
celsius, indicated the forecast.

At 39.8°C, Rajkot
recorded the highest
maximum temperature on
Sunday. In all, eight weather
stations recorded maximum
temperatures of 38°C or
more.

Mixed bag for groundwater
in Gujarat cities: LS data

Ahmedabad: A data on
the water levels in urban areas
of India tabled in the Lok
Sabha recently gave a mixed
picture for the Gujarat cities.
While data of Rajkot was not
included, readings from nine
borewells of Central Ground
Water Board (CGWB) in
Ahmedabad, Surat and
Vadodara were used to
ascertain how the levels have
changed over a period of 10
years – from November 2012
to November 2022.

According to the data,
out of four wells in
Ahmedabad, two each saw
rise and fall in the water levels.
The rise and fall were in the
range of 0 to 2 metres depth.

The only borewell in

Surat saw the rise of 0 to 2
metres, whereas in Vadodara
three out of four wells saw a
rise by 0 to 2 metres. One
well in Vadodara saw a fall in
water level by more than 4
metres.

Experts pointed out that
the water levels are often
average of the said aquifer.
They pointed out that the
depletion in groundwater in
urban areas is no secret, but
in Gujarat the scenario has
improved in some areas due
to availability of Narmada
water which has reduced
dependency on exploiting the
groundwater for drinking
purposes.

Congress couldn’t find any
flaw in Budget: C R Paatil

SURAT: Gujarat Bharatiya
Janata Party chief C R Paatil
on Sunday mocked the
Congress saying the
opposition party could not find
any fault in the Union Budget
for 2023-24 and, therefore,
was talking about it being
presented with an eye on the
general elections.

Hailing the Union Budget,
Paatil thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for exempting
cooperative sugar factories,
situated mostly in south
Gujarat, from paying any
income tax. “This budget
offers something to each and
every class of the society, be
it youth, women, farmers or
fishermen. The poor and those
from the middle class will be
benefited immensely,” the
Navsari Lok Sabha MP said.

“The Congress always
opposes provisions of the
Union Budget. But this time,
they could not find anything to
point fingers at. Apart from
accusing the Centre of
presenting an election-centric
budget, the opposition party
could not find any other flaw
this time,” Paatil opined. neral
elections.

Hailing the Union Budget,
Paatil thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for exempting
cooperative sugar factories,
situated mostly in south
Gujarat, from paying any
income tax. “This budget
offers something to each and
every class of the society, be
it youth, women,   farmers or
fishermen. The poor and those
from the middle class will be
benefited immensely,” the
Navsari Lok Sabha MP said.
“The Congress always
opposes provisions of the

Union Budget. But this time,
they could not find anything to
point fingers at.

No spoiler: Confessions of an embalmer
SURAT: His morbid

fascination with preserving
what will eventually perish
may leave some of us thinking
about the futility of the
process. Dr Vinesh Shah,
however, is dismissive of such
“uncompassionate curiosity”
and believes his job is the
epitome of kindness to
humanity. An expert in
embalming, he remains an
unsung hero because those
who could have thanked him
shall never speak. Embalming
is the process of preserving
the human body in its natural
form by delaying its
decomposition. It involves

injecting a combination of
chemicals into the body after
taking into account its physical
features and weight. In many
cases, embalming also
involves restoring
dismembered bodies. Since
2014, Dr Shah and his team
have carried out embalming of
over 75 jawans of Border
Security Force (BSF) who lost
their lives in the line of duty. A
PhD in forensic medicine, he
runs a forensic and medico-
legal consultancy that is
officially tasked with
embalming bodies for the BSF.
The team ensures that the
jawan’s body reaches his

home in an identifiable
condition for the last rites.
According to the regulations in
many countries, embalming is
international and domestic
transit of the deceased. “The
airlines demand a certificate
from doctors stating the body
will be in good condition for
at least three days. Our
process stalls decomposition for
up to seven days , ”Shah said.
He took to embalming after
coming across cases where
families struggled to preserve
bodies that either had to be
transported to remote places or
stored till the relatives arrived
for the funeral.

'Yuvati Shibir'
against love
jihad held in
Gandhinagar
GANDHINAGAR: The

Gandhinagar unit of Durga
Vahini - the women's wing of
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP), organised a day-long
'Yuvati Sammelan' in the state
capital on Sunday, "with the
aim of educating Hindu girls
about the perils of love jihad."

According to the VHP and
Durga Vahini, about 1,100
women and girls from
Gandhinagar district
participated in the event.
Durga Vahini Prant convener
Nupurben Patel said, "More
than 1,000 girls and women
between the ages of 15 and
35 were educated "about the
perils of love jihad and mehndi
jihad. Slides were shown of
how girls got lured by person
of another religion and all of
them suffered after marrying,"
she said. Durga Vahini will
hold a training session from
May 7 to 14 where girls and
women between the ages of
15 and 35 will be trained in
self defense. "Girls and
women will be trained in using
sticks, swords and rifles as
part of the training
programme," Patel said.


