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Drinking water woes 
rooted in paucity of funds

Water problem in 
Chitnuru Agency is a 
regular phenomenon 
in every summer

This summer water 
crisis is acute as 
pipelines and solar 
sets were damaged in 
the recent fl oods

Kesavudu Garimella
VR Puram 

(Alluri Sitarama Raju district)

TRIBAL people of Chinturu agency of ASR 
district are facing untold suff erings due to 
acute drinking water shortage. People, par-
ticularly belonging to Chinturu, VR Puram, 
Kunavaram and Yetapaka mandals of the 
district are facing acute water shortage. So-
lar sets and pipelines were highly damaged 
during fl oods, which created water crisis in 
Chinturu agency. 

Locals lamented that they faced many 
problems during fl ood season. Now again 
they are facing water crisis. Th ey said that 
they couldn’t drink water coming from pipes 
as they emit foul smell. Th e tribals pointed 
out that they have to go several miles to fetch 
water from ponds, but that water is polluted. 
Every summer same situation of water crisis 
prevails in VR Puram, Kunavaram, Chintur, 
Yetapaka and other mandals in the agency, 
due to lack of proper summer action plan of 
water supply. Th e tirbals criticised that the 
offi  cials are indiff erent to their woes, despite 
several complaints to ITDA, Chinturu offi  -
cials during Spandana about water problem 
in their areas. 

It is learnt that the offi  cials are threaten-
ing them with cutting their ration cards and 
hence the tribals are remaining silent despite 
their suff ering without drinking water. 

Th ey requested district Collector Sumit 
Kumar to provide water to all tribal hamlets 
by completing repair works to solar systems, 
motors and pipelines. Many water tanks are 
not functioning due to lack of maintenance 
of solar systems, which were damaged in the 
recent fl oods. Th e panchayats have failed to 
complete repair works of motors and solar 
systems due to shortage of funds. Th e district 
Integrated Tribal Development Authority 
(ITDA- Chintur) and Rural Water Scheme 
(RWS) offi  cials also failed to conduct repair 
works under the summer action plan.

K Srinivas from VR Puram mandal told 
Th e Hans India that the recent fl oods have 
caused havoc as they have damaged the 
pipelines including solar sets. Moreover, the 
water tanks are fi lled to the brim with pol-
luted water and not useful for drinking pur-
pose.  Even though they face water problems 
every year, this year it is aggravated due to 
fl oods. He stated that the offi  cials solved a 
few problems but not completely.

VR Puram MPDO R Phanendranath 
Reddy admitted that water problem is exist-
ing in VR Puram and Kunavaram mandals. 
Repairs to damaged solar sets and pipelines 
need an amount of Rs 25 to Rs 30 lakh. Th is 
problem has been brought to the notice of 
the Collector as well as ITDA PO. He stated 
that if the district administration sanctions 
the amount, the water problem will be 
solved.
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FORMER Chief Minister and TDP supre-
mo Nara Chandrababu Naidu said that the 
party meeting in Eluru will be a stepping 
stone towards changing the history of the 
State. Addressing party leaders of zone-2 

here on Friday, he felt that TDP will re-
turn to power if the party activists take it 
seriously. No party in the State is strong 
enough to defeat the TDP, he remarked. 
Naidu observed, “Till now we have been 
waging a political war. But now we are 
fi ghting with a strange animal.” Th ese 'YS-
RCP psychos' do not have minimum

Naidu exudes confi dence 
of returning to power

common sense, 
he criticised. 
M a i n t a i n i n g 
that the entire 
State has been 
following the 
d e ve l opme nt s 
in the murder 
case of  YS Vive-
kananda Reddy, 
he said that if 
one searches in 
Google about 
‘who killed Ba-
bai (uncle)’, the 
immediate re-
sponse will be 
‘Abbai killed Ba-
bai’. Th e entire 
facts came to 
light only when 
Sunitha, Viveka’s 
daughter, de-
manded for an 
inquiry, Naidu 
said. He recalled 
that Viveka was 
killed in such an 
inhuman way, 
but they tried to 
blame me for the 
murder.

Stating that 
the party ac-
tivists are his 
strength, the 
TDP supremo 
expressed con-
fi dence that 
TDP will return 
power whenever 
elections are 
held. Observing 
that every vote 
is very crucial 
in the coming 
polls, he told 
the party activ-
ists to ensure 
that there are no 
bogus votes in 
their respective 
areas. 

Th e anti-
i n c u m b e n c y 
is growing by 
the day and the 
recent survey 
conducted by 
an agency on 
his request re-
vealed astonish-
ing facts that the 
YSRCP may not 
get even depos-
its in majority of 
Assembly seg-
ments, he noted.
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