
GETTING IN THE GROOVE 
India skipper KL Rahul trains at Harare Sports Club on Tuesday. The visitors will  play 

three-match ODI series against Zimbabwe starting Thursday |  BCCI

Ravi, Bajrang 
& Deepak to 
train overseas
F I R O Z  M I R Z A  @ Chennai

WRESTLERS Ravi Dahiya 
(57kg), Bajrang Punia (65kg) 
and Deepak Punia (86kg) will 
train overseas for the upcom-
ing World Championships 
scheduled in Belgrade, Serbia 
from September 10 to 18. 

It is learnt that Ravi along 
with his two sparring partners 
and a physiotherapist has left 
for Russia and will join the In-
dian squad directly in Serbia. 
The duo of  Bajrang and Deepak 
will leave for the USA soon. 
They will train at Michigan Uni-
versity, where they had trained 
ahead of  the 2022 Common-
wealth Games. Given the visa 
restrictions in the USA, the duo, 
however, would not be accompa-
nied by their respective spar-
ring partners, said sources.

The training camp abroad 
also meant the trio was given 
exemption from the mandatory 
selection trials to be organised 
by the Wrestling Federation of  
India (WFI) to pick the teams in 
all three styles (men’s freestyle, 
women’s wrestling and Greco-
Roman) for the Worlds.

“Ravi has already left for 
Russia while Bajrang and Deep-
ak will fly for the USA soon. 
They don’t have to compete in 
the trials as they had already 
attended a couple of  them in 
the past. Anyways, the next 
best wrestler in their respec-
tive weight categories are no 
match for them at the moment 
so the WFI has decided to give 
them a direct entry in the team 
for the Worlds,” a WFI official 
told this daily.  The official, 
however, affirmed that other 
wrestlers including the elite 
women grapplers have to com-
pete in the trials if  they wish to 
confirm their place in the 
squad. 

 Full story: newindianexpress.com
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Praggu beats Firouzja  
in FTX Crypto Cup

Teenage Indian GM R Praggnanandhaa on Tuesday opened his campaign 
in the FTX Crypto Cup, the American finale of Champions Chess Tour, with 
a 2.5-1.5 win over the world’s top junior player Alireza Firouzja. He opened 
with a win in the first of the four-game match. He lost the second game 
before winning the third and drawing the fourth to beat Firouzja.

SWEEPING REFORMS IN IOA, ANXIOUS TIMES AHEAD
Delhi High Court puts three-member Committee of Administrators in charge of India’s supreme Olympic body to conduct elections, focus turns to IOC now

I N D R A N E E L  D A S  @ Chennai

INDIAN sport seems to be 
heading towards uncharted 
territory. Hours after the inter-
national football federation 
(FIFA) suspended the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) due 
to “third-party intervention”, 
the Delhi High Court, as ex-
pected, appointed a Committee 
of  Administrators (CoA) in In-
dian Olympic Association 
(IOA) to amend the constitu-
tion and hold elections within 
16 weeks. The sports code is not 
restricted to just NSFs any-
more but “must be made appli-
cable to the IOA and to every 
constituent NSFs and to every 
State and District Level 
Association”.

Sweeping reforms have been 
suggested to clean up sports. 
The Delhi High Court division 
bench of  judges Manmohan 
and Najmi Waziri directed the 
IOA election be held in 16 
weeks time under the new con-
stitution. The order was in re-

sponse to senior advocate Ra-
hul Mehra’s petition that said 
IOA is violating 2011 National 
Sports Development Code of  
India. He had listed 13 points 
and the court has addressed 
them point-wise. 

Interestingly, like in AIFF, 
here too two administrators 
are the same: retired SC judge, 
Anil Dave, and SY Quraishi. Vi-
kas Swarup, former secretary, 
external affairs ministry, 
would be third member in IOA. 
Apart from them, three sport-
spersons — Beijing Olympic 
gold medallist Abhinav Bind-
ra, 2003 athletics world cham-
pionships medallist Anju Bob-
by George, and archery world 
cup medallist, L Bombayla 
Devi — have been appointed as 
consultants to assist them in 
amending the constitution. 

Quraishi is already part of  
CoAs in AIFF and FIH and is 
an observer in Equestrian Fed-
eration of  India.

All eyes will now be on the 
International Olympic Com-

mittee (IOC). They had already 
sent a letter last month dated 
July 20, wherein they warned 
that if  quadrennial elections 
are not held in the recent weeks 
under the old constitution, IOC 
will “...have no other option 
but to consider appropriate 
protective measures vis-a-vis 
IOA, including suspension...” 
On Monday, the IOC told this 
newspaper that “IOC’s position 
has not changed since its letter 
of  20th July”. It needs to be 

seen how they react.

Setback for states 
There are quite a few directives 
that would have a wider impli-
cation. The court has said that 
only Olympic sport NSFs will 
have voting rights in the IOA 
constitutions and not the State 
Olympic Associations that had 
been the norm. It will be a set-
back for them.

“Of  the 56 NSFs recognized 
by the government, only 29 

NSFs represent Olympic 
sports. The remaining 27 NSFs 
are for non-Olympic sports,” it 
said. “Perpetuation of  control 
or hegemony of  a group over a 
Society/Association or entity 
is ex facie undemocratic. All-
the-more, in cases where the 
entity discharges public func-
tions. For the reasons dis-
cussed hereinabove, there 
should be no SOAs. However, 
should the IOA insist on hav-
ing them, the SOAs shall have 

no votes in the IOA nor will 
their members be elected to the 
IOA EC or discharge any posi-
tion of  authority or control...”

The court agreed with the 
petitioner that age and tenure 
limits should be applied to all 
members of  the EC of  the IOA 
and not only to president, sec-
retary and treasurer as well as 
to everyone in the General As-
sembly. As of  now president, 
secretary and the treasurer 
had a 12-years term.

The number of  executive 
council members too have been 
brought down. As of  now, the 
IOA has more than 30 EC mem-
bers. The court has brought 
that down to 15: seven office 
bearers and eight EC members. 
The court said that general 
body as also Executive Council 
must have a minimum 25 per 
cent of  representation of  emi-
nent sports persons with vot-
ing rights. The court also said 
that “persons seeking re-elec-
tion for the same post must se-
cure two-thirds majority”. 

The court has directed that 
“the erstwhile Executive Com-
mittee of  IOA shall forthwith 
hand over the charge to the 
CoA” who would carry out the 
day to day governance of  the 
IOA. The CoA will have 16 
weeks within which the consti-
tution would be amended and 
election be held accordingly.

Mehra said that after years 
of  perseverance, it was heart-
ening to see such a sweeping 
reform in sports. “This will 
eventually help the sport and 
the sports persons to grow,” he 
said. “If  these reforms kick in 
now, in the next decade or two 
we will India among the top 
performers at Olympics. This 
will end corruption and nepo-
tism in sports and bring in ac-
countability and tranparency.”

These reforms are in line 
with the Sports Code and to an 
extent even the Olympic Char-
ter. And as the High Court 
pointed out in its order, IOA got 
a lot of  opportunites but did 
not pay heed.

Salient points
The Sports Code must be made 

applicable to the IOA and to every 
constituent NSFs and to every state 

and district level association.

Persons seeking re-election 
for the same post must 

secure two-thirds majority.

Age and tenure limits should 
be applied to all members of 
the EC of the IOA

Emphasis on equal 
representation of women in 
administration

The General Body shall be 
restricted to 90 members. Its 
EC strength shall not exceed 

15 members comprising 7 
office bearers and 8 elected 

sportspersons.

Only NSFs for Olympic 
disciplines should be 
members of IOA with voting 
rights.

There cannot be any entity 
like Life President

A person against whom criminal
charges have been framed 
should not be permitted to be a 
member either of the EC or the 
General Assembly.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

All-round display by V Tharun 
Kumar (3/19; 43 n.o) propelled 
Aththis CC to defeat Sri 
Vaishnavi CC by nine wickets 
in a third division match of  the 
T N C A - T h i r u va l l u r  D C A 
league. Brief scores: III Division: Sri 
Vaishnavi CC 96 in 22.1 ovs (S Prem Kumar 40, 
V Tharunkumar 3/19) lost to Aththis CC 97/1 
in 16.1 ovs (N Gowrishankar 39, V Tharunkumar 
43 n.o.).

Indian Bank win 
Riding on Rahul’s 57 Indian 
Bank, Chennai  thrashed KSSB 
Kings by nine wickets in the 
GVSCS T20 invitation tourna-
ment organised by Chittoor 
District Cricket Association at 
Vayalpadu.
Brief scores: KSSB Kings 130/8 in 20 ovs 
(Wahid Basha 39, Raja Ram 38, Satvika A 

Raman 3/17) lost to Indian Bank, Chennai - 
131/1 in 11.4 ovs (Rahul 57, P Jaffer Ali  
Khan 42).

St Joseph’s clinch title
St Joseph’s College of  Engi-
neering defeated Jamal’s col-
lege 25-23, 25-22 in the volleyball 
final of  the JVC state level in-
ter-collegiate tournament or-
ganized by AL Jadeed volley-
ball club, held at Kilakarai. 
Results: Final: St Joseph’s bt Jamal college 
25-23, 25-22. Semifinals: St Joseph’s bt 
Kongu College 25-19, 25-21.

Ponnarasu slams ton
GV Ponnarasu’s unbeaten cen-
tury (130 n.o) propelled YSCA 
to thrash Royal Enfield by 108 
runs in the GR Kuppuswamy 
memorial tournament. 
Brief scores: YSCA 226 for no loss in 28 ovs 
(GV Ponnarasu 130 n.o, E Prabhakar 91 n.o) 

bt Royal Enfield 118/9 in 28 ovs (Om G 
Jagadeeswaran 53 n.o, R Abilash 5/23). 
Apollo Tyres 173 all out in 30 ovs (R 
Sudanthira Raj 50, Mathan 68, K Gopiraj 
4/43, Sathish Kumar 3/29) bt TCS 135 all out 
in 25.4 ovs (Prithvineal 28, Arunkumar 4/21).

Nikshth, Jai shine
Half-centuries by P Nikshth 
(60) and L Jai Harish (60) ena-
bled Harrington CA to beat 
Reddy’s CA by 151 runs in the 
Harrington’s Under-11 tourna-
ment played at Santhoshpuram 
grounds. 
Brief scores: Semifinals: Harrington CA 
215/5 in 30 ovs (P Nikshth 60, L Jai Harish 
60) bt Reddy’s CA 64 in 23.4 ovs (Aarush 
3/8).

Nawin bags crown
Nawin MS of   Velammal School 
scored 7 points out of  seven and 
won the 13th international Fide 

rating chess championship or-
ganised by Modern senior sec-
ondary school, Nanganallur, 
Chennai. Nawin played with 
black employed Sicilian de-
fence against joint leader N 
Vignesh and got in to an equal 
position.

Nawin capitalised his oppo-
nent error in the middle game 
and gained a piece and scored 
full points and a cash prize of  
Rs 25000. 

Three players  Ashwin 
Sairam of  Hindu Senior sec-
ondary school, St John’s School 
and Lukesh A of  Maharishi Vi-
dya Mandir scored 6.5 points 
each and on tie break they fin-
ished second to fourth, respec-
tively. Olympian boxer V De-
varajan was the chief  guest 
and distributed the prizes along 
with WGM R Vaishali.

FTP: India to play home 
Test after nine years
G O M E S H  S  @ Chennai

AS the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) announced the 
first-ever women’s Future 
Tours Programme (FTP) for 
the upcoming World Champi-
onship cycle, the biggest talk-
ing point for India is the fact 
that they would be playing a 
Test at home for the first time 
since 2014. They are set to host 
both England and Australia for 
a multi-format series in Decem-
ber 2023, which will include a 
Test match each. Although it is 
not a part of  the FTP, in the 
schedule confirmed by Cricket 
Australia, India women will 
also tour Australia in January 
2026, where they will be playing 
a Test match.

The other notable point in 
the fixtures is that India would 
be touring South Africa to take 
part in a T20I tri-series featur-

ing the hosts and West Indies, 
which should give them ample 
time to get acclimatised to the 
conditions before the 2023 T20 
World Cup. Between September 
2022 and January 2025, India 
are scheduled to play 2 Tests, 24 
ODIs, and 33 T20Is, apart from 
the two T20 World Cups (SA 
2023, Bangladesh in October 
2024) and the 2022 Asia Cup (to 
be held in October).  While sev-
en of  the bilateral series sched-
uled would be a part of  the 
World Championship cycle, In-
dia would be playing England 
and Australia which are not a 
part of  it. India would also be 
hosting Ireland for the first 
time in January 2025. 

Excluding the Asia Cup and 
T20 World Cups, India would be 
playing Australia the most — 22 
games across formats — fol-
lowed by England (10) and 
South Africa (8). 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Ex-BCCI jt secy Choudhary passes away  
RANCHI: Amitabh Choudhary, the former BCCI secretary and president 
of Jharkhand State Cricket Association (JSCA) died of heart attack on 
Tuesday morning. He was 62. A retired senior IPS officer, who rose to 

the rank of IGP with the Jharkhand Police, he was also the chairman of 
Jharkhand Public Service Commission (JPSC). Choudhary was vital in 
getting the first-class status for Jharkhand after BCCI disbanded the 
Bihar Cricket Association. Once Jharkhand got the status, MS Dhoni 

represented the state till the end of his career. Choudhary also played a 
major role in building the cricket stadiums in Ranchi.

I N D R A N E E L  D A S  @ Chennai

INDIAN football is still shud-
dering from the jolt it received 
from the sport’s governing body, 
FIFA, late on Monday. The sus-
pension means India cannot 
host the Under-17 women’s 
World Cup that was being ag-
gressively promoted as another 
milestone for the country in 
terms of  hosting international 
events. Such is its importance 
that even Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, according to re-
ports, had apprised the Su-
p r e m e  C o u r t  o n  t h e 
development. 

There were multiple indica-
tions that a suspension was in 
the offing and the sports minis-
try had been trying to defuse 
the situation since August 3 or-
der. The ministry had discus-
sions with FIFA on Friday as 
and Monday. According to the 
ministry, talks with 
FIFA were positive and 
discussions were held 
between FIFA, CoA and 
the other stakeholders. 
Even the CoA agreed to 
do away with the 50 per 
cent eminent sportsper-
son voting rights. 

Since bringing normalcy and 
hosting the World Cup are their 
priorities, the ministry is hop-
ing for a positive outcome when 
the division bench of  judges, 
Justices DY Chandrachud and 
AS Bopanna, take up the matter 
on Wednesday. 

As of  now, “The AIFF repre-
sentative and club teams are 
therefore no longer entitled to 
take part in international com-
petitions until the suspension 
is lifted. This also means that 
neither the AIFF nor any of  its 
members or officials may ben-
efit from any development pro-
grammes, courses or training 
from FIFA and/or the AFC.” 
This will affect not just the In-

dia team but also numerous 
other Indian players and offi-
cials associated with the game 
on an international level. The 
Gokulam FC women’s team is 
apparently waiting in Uz-
bekistan for court order.

The decision which the world 
body took has surprised the 
CoA. “The Committee of  Ad-
ministrators (CoA) has ex-
pressed its surprise and disap-
pointment at the recent turn of  
events, by dint of  which, the All 
India Football Federation has 
been suspended by FIFA, the 
governing body of  world foot-
ball, from August 14, 2022 until 
further notice, as per a letter 
from Fatma Samoura, Secre-
tary General, FIFA, on August 
15, 2022.

“The CoA is surprised that 
the FIFA decision has come 
when extensive discussions 
were going on for the past few 

days between all stake-
holders, including FIFA-
AFC, AIFF, CoA, and the 
Sports Ministry as per 
the Order of  the Su-
preme Court...

“In the discussions 
held among the FIFA-
AFC, AIFF, CoA, and the 

Sports Ministry in the past few 
days, it was suggested that the 
present elections of  the AIFF 
Executive Committee may be 
conducted with the Electoral 
College consisting of  36 state 
representatives.” 

 What seems interesting is 
that hours after the suspension, 
the CoA is ready to make those 
necessary changes which the 
state units were requesting 
them earlier. The fate of  the 
elections supposed to be held on 
August 28 now is not known ei-
ther. There is hope though. 
Some felt that the suspension 
can be revoked at any time after 
SC gives clearance. 
 Full story: newindianexpress.com

Ministry active, eyes on 
Supreme Court today

Tharun shines for Aththis Cricket club
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