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Plea in HC 
against IPS 
conferment  
to retd cop
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@Kochi

A petition has been filed 
before the Kerala High 
Court against the report-
ed move to confer IPS on 
retired police officer Ab-
dul Rasheed who is alleg-
edly involved in several 
criminal cases. The peti-
tion stated that the move 
is in violation of  the Su-
preme Court ruling. 

The appeal filed by G 
Vipinan, of  Kollam, said 
the officer had been in 

police custody 
f o r  m o r e 

t h a n  9 0 
days for al-
legedly at-
tempting 

to murder 
journalist B 

Unnithan in Kollam. 
Several petitions chal-

lenging his discharge 
from the case are pend-
ing before the court. Vipi-
nan also cited the Apex 
Court judgement that “a 
candidate to be recruited 
to the police service must 
be worthy of  confidence 
and must be a person of  
utmost rectitude and 
must have impeccable 
character and integrity. 
A person having crimi-
nal antecedents will not 
fit in this category.”

Rashid managed to get 
an integrity certificate 
from the state despite the 
Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) rul-
ing him unfit two times. 

ESZ: State ready for fight, 
counts on Central support
To move SC citing special circumstances and population density

E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@ New Delhi/T’Puram

In a major reprieve to the state 
government, the Centre has of-
fered support in getting an ex-
emption for Kerala from the 
Supreme Court order making 
one-km eco-sensitive zone man-
datory. When the matter comes 
up before the apex court, the 
Centre will take a stand favour-
ing the concerns raised by vari-
ous state governments, includ-
ing Kerala. Union Minister for 
Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, Bhupender Ya-
dav, has promised support for 
the state’s concerns regarding 
ESZ, said Forest Minister A K 
Saseendran after meeting him 
in new Delhi on Thursday.

Speaking after the meeting, 
he said that the state will soon 
move SC seeking to exempt it 
from 1 km rule restriction and 
to exclude human settled areas, 
agricultural lands and public 
institutions.  Saseendran said 
the Union Minister promised 
that the Centre will look into 
the concerns raised by Kerala 
and other states. “The union 
minister has taken a positive 
approach towards our de-
mands. Apart from Kerala 
many other states, especially 
the north eastern states, have 
raised similar concerns. The 

Centre will take a favourable 
approach before the Supreme 
Court,” Saseendran said. 

Meanwhile the Union minis-
ter will visit the state on August 
12 in connection with the World 
Elephant Day celebration. In a 
memorandum to the Union 
minister, Kerala requested that 
a final notification should be is-
sued as per the revised propos-
als submitted by the state 
government. 

Considering the special cir-
cumstances and population 
density of  Kerala, steps should 
be taken to exempt the state 
from SC directions. The state 
also demanded that necessary 
legal and legislative steps may 
be taken to amend the 2011 
guidelines of  the Forest Minis-
try declaration on ESZ to pro-
tect the interests of  the public 

and farmers. It has also pointed 
out that the state is taking nec-
essary measures to prevent 
human-wildlife conflict. “The 
Union minister said that issues 
raised by all states will be ad-
dressed before implementing 
the SC order. He said that states 
can approach the SC on this,” 
said Saseendran. Kerala is the 
first state to hold a meeting 
with the Union minister in this 
regard. 

The state government has al-
ready decided to approach the 
Supreme Court with a petition 
on the ESZ issue. However a de-
cision on whether to file a mod-
ification petition or a review 
petition will be taken after the 
Advocate General holds talks 
with the forest principal secre-
tary, principal chief  conserva-
tor of  forests and the state 
counsel before the apex court. 
The Supreme Court had on 
June 3, pronounced a verdict 
that a one-km eco-sensitive 
zone is mandatory around wild-
life sanctuaries and national 
parks. 

The order has invited major 
political debate and public pro-
tests in Kerala. Recently the as-
sembly passed a unanimous 
resolution in this regard. It’s in 
this backdrop that the state for-
est minister took up the issue 
with the Union Government.

Tusker Mangalamkunnu 
Kesavan passes away
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@Palakkad

THE captive elephant, Man-
galamkunnu Kesavan, died 
here on Thursday morning. 
The 68-year-old Kesavan was 
under treatment for foot dis-
ease for a long time. In recent 
days, there were issues related 
to its stomach also.

Mangalamkunnu Haridas, 
the owner of  the elephant, told 
TNIE that Kesavan had been 
with them for the past three 
decades. He said that the car-

cass was burnt in the Walayar 
forests by evening.

Meanwhile, Haridas Machin-
gal, president of  the Palakkad 
district Elephant Lovers’ Col-
lective, in a letter to the chief  
wildlife warden demanded that 
the forest department should 
initiate steps to protect the lives 
of  existing captive elephants as 
their number is dwindling with 
each passing day.

He said that a social audit 
should be conducted on the 
health of  the captive elephants 
in the state. 

Man arrested 
for attacking 
mother
T’Puram: A 42-year-old man who 
allegedly attacked his 63-year-
old-mother using an iron rod was 
arrested by the Palode police on 
Thursday. Santhulal, of 
Kuruppuzha near Palode, 
attacked his mother Chandrika,  

over a property 
dispute. The police 

said Santhulal 
attacked his 
mother demanding 

more share of the 
ancestral property. 

Chandrika had recently given 60 
cents of land from her one-acre 
property to Santhulal. The rest of 
the land was to be divided among 
her two other children. However, 
Santhulal has been insisting on 
more share of land. On Tuesday 
he entered into a verbal duel with 
his mother over the matter. When 
she declined his demand, 
Santhulal attacked her. Hearing 
her cries, the local residents 
informed the police. Following 
this, Santhulal was taken into 
custody and booked for attempt 
to murder. 

Samastha sees Jama’at plot to widen rift with CIC
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@Kozhikode

SUnnI Yuvajana Sangham 
(SYS) leader Abdul Hameed 
Faizi has hinted that Jama’at-e-
Islami is trying to intensify the 
rift between Samastha Kerala 
Jam-Iyyathul Ulema and the 
Confederation of  Islamic Col-
leges (CIC) by promoting the 
latter.

In a Facebook video, Faizi 
said that Jama’at is showering 
praises on the CIC while com-
ing strongly against Samastha. 
“CIC is one among the many 
educational systems under the 
Samastha. It is intriguing that 
the Jama’at is praising one and 
finding fault with the other,” he 

said. Faizi sees the Facebook 
posts of  Ilyas Moulavi, a promi-
nent figure in one of  the educa-
tional institutions of  the 
Jama’at, as an example of  dou-
b l e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e 
organisation.

Samastha is planning to 
bring in some stipulations for 
the educational institutions un-
der the organisation. Moulavi 
says such directions are im-
practical and amounts to block-
ing the intellectual pursuits of  
students. At the same time, he 
has high opinion of  the CIC 
system. According to Faizi, this 
is nothing but doublespeak.

Faizi also blasted ‘Jama’at 
ideologue’ O Abdulla, who also 
aired his opposition to Sa-

mastha’s stipulations. Abdulla 
had objected to Samastha’s de-
cision to keep away books on 
bid’ah (deviant sects) from the 
libraries of  its educational 
institutions. 

Samastha had announced 
that ‘deviant’ ideologies of  Mu-
jahids and the Jama’at should 
not find a place in the books in 
its libraries. 

Abdulla contended that it is 
not correct to brand some sects 
as bid’ah or deviation from real 
Islam without proper studies. 
Faizi said Abdulla too targeted 
Samastha while praising the 
CIC. In the video, Faizi has also 
noted that the ‘Madyamam’ dai-
ly carried the article of  CIC sec-
retary Abdul Hakkeem Faizi on 

Eid day. By citing all these ex-
amples, the Sunni leader is in-
directly hinting that there is a 
secret pact between CIC and 
Jama’at.

 It may be recalled that the 
CIC had withdrew its proposed 
amendments to the Constitu-
tion after strong objections 
from Samastha.The main 
charge against CIC was that it 
paved the way for the backdoor 
entry of   Mujahis and Jama’at 
ideologies into the Sunni 
institutions.

After the truce, the Sunni or-
ganisation went a step further 
and decided to frame regula-
tions governing all educational 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e 
organisation.

Ernakulam tops list of young drug peddlers
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E  @Kochi

ERnAKULAM district, which has 
been on top in narcotic substance- 
and drugs-related cases in the state, 
claimed another undesirable 
record. It has most youngsters be-
low the age of  21 booked under the 

narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (nDPS) Act in recent 
years. Excise department data 
shows that 917 youths under the 
age of  21 were booked in nDPS cas-
es in Kerala in 2020. Kottayam (151) 
topped the list followed by Thrissur 
(150), with Ernakulam registering 

146. In 2021, the statewide total 
came down to 605. Ernakulam (122) 
was on top followed by Thrissur 
(91) and Idukki (87). This year, until 
April, 278 youngsters under 21 were 
booked in the state. Ernakulam (62) 
Kottayam (41) and Alappuzha (39) 
finished in top three.

HC dismisses Monson’s bail plea
Kochi: The Kerala High Court on Thursday dismissed a bail 
petition filed by conman Monson Mavunkal, who is accused 
in a rape case. Dismissing his plea, Justice Bechu Kurian 
Thomas said that the petitioner was involved in various 
crimes, including three cases of rape. The trial of one case 
under Section 376 of the IPC coupled with the offence under 
POCSO Act for raping a minor is already under way. 

ExprEss rEad

facEs of protEst
MSF workers raising slogans during a sit-in protest in front of the office of Deputy Director of Education in 

Kozhikode on Thursday demanding allocation of more seats in higher secondary schools in the district |  E Gokul

3 Keralites in selection camp for  
visually impaired T20 WC
Kochi: Three players from Kerala are taking part in the Indian 
team selection camp being held in Bengaluru for the third 
visually impaired T20 world cup. Vishnu N K, Jibin Prakash, 
both natives of Palakkad, and Manish A, of Varkala in 
Thiruvananthapuram, are participating in the camp that 
commenced on July 10. 

Pinarayi Vijayan @pinarayivijayan
Kerala becomes the only State in the country with its own internet service. The Kerala Fiber Optic 
Network Ltd has received the ISP license from @DoT_India . Now, our prestigious #KFON project 
can kickstart its operations of providing internet as a basic right to our people.
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