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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi

AMIDST the ongoing BJP’s 
campaign against KPCC Work-
ing President Satish Jarkiholi’s  
controversial statement on the 
word Hindu and attempts being 
made to weaken his hold on Be-
lagavi politics, thousands of  
his supporters in association 
with various dalit organisa-
tions held a massive rally in Be-
lagavi to express their support 
and solidarity to him on 
Monday.

     The traffic in many busy 
traffic junctions came to a 
grinding halt for several hours 
in Belagavi city as the protest-
ers took out a rally from Chen-
namma Circle to submit a 
memorandum to the DC office 
against, what they alleged, the 
attempts being made to tarnish 
the image of  Jarkiholi.

     At the C.PEd ground, the 
protesters earlier shouted slo-
gans against several BJP lead-
ers including Shashikala Jolle, 
Abhay Patil, Sanjay Patil and 
Iranna Kadadi for targeting 
their leader for their political 
motives. They also destroyed 
the effigies of  the BJP leaders 
in protest and warned them 

against targeting their leader.
     Addressing protesters, a 

noted leader Ravindra Nayak 
recalled the works taken up by 
Jarkiholi for the betterment of  
backward and poor masses 
across the state and said, the 
elements which were unable to 
accept his contributions and 
works were trying to defame 
him.     The ongoing efforts to 
suppress dalit communities 
and their voices would not be 
tolerated, he said, adding that 
the movement of  pro-backward 
class organisations and people 
would continue against the in-
justice meted out to them more 
firmly in the days to come.

   A leader of  Valmiki com-
munity, Rajashekhar Talwar 
said the `fake’ Hindus were 
questioning the real Hindus to-
day. He hit out at the BJP lead-
ers for trying to gain political 
mileage by raising the issue of  
Hindus and said ``We are the 
real Hindus and nobody have 
the right to question them of  
their rights.’’

    The protesters displayed 
placards in support of  Jarki-
holi during the procession and 
appealed to the government to 
stop the ongoing campaign 
against their leader.

Farmers 
apprehensive 
as jumbos 
approach farms
E N S  @  Karwar

WITH the  crop ready for 
harvesting, jumbo raids 
have begun in Mundgod 
where three jumbos were 
stationed at Yerebail in 
Mundgod taluk and have 
been driven out at the local 
level. The forest department 
has said that it will have el-
ephant proof  trench and so-
lar fencing shortly in this 
region.

Mundgod has almost be-
come a hub for sugar culti-
vation, with most farmers 
shifting from paddy to sug-
arcane. The area of  sugar-
cane cultivation increasing 
every year has also given 
way to marauding jumbos. 
In the year 2021, pachyderms 
destroyed several agricul-
ture and horticulture crops, 
while the farmers were left 
to fend for themselves.

With the standing crop 
ready for harvesting, the ele-
phant raids have begun. “This 
is just an initial stage, where 
the elephants were sighted in 
fields at Yerebail village. Last 
year, there were several raids 
on crops. We managed to 
chase them away this time, 
but they will be back soon,” 
said Ganapathi, a villager.

Pig menace escalates as they invade farmlands
M A L L I K A R J U N  H I R E M A T H 
@ Dharwad

WITH the Hubballi-Dharwad 
M u n i c i p a l  C o r p o r at i o n 
(HDMC) stopping its drive 
against pigs, residents living 
in extension areas and city 
outskirts are facing a lot of  
problems from these animals. 
The number of  pigs has in-
creased and they are even in-
vading farmlands and trou-
bling the farmers.

At Mansur, Mangundi, Nav-
alur and other rural parts sur-
rounding the city, the standing 
crops and the harvested crop 
are being targeted by these 

animals. Farmers have raised 
their voice but the negligent 
pig owners are not responding. 
The farmers who are facing 
losses due to natural calami-
ties and other issues are now 

waiting for help from the au-
thorities concerned.

A farmer at Mansur village 
said he was about to harvest the 
wheat but the pigs have de-
stroyed it and they are under 

confusion as to who they have to 
meet to get rid of  the problem. 
The pig owners are not both-
ered, while the panchayat mem-
bers are not concerned. Earlier, 
they thought that some wild ani-
mals were destroying the crop 
but when they spotted pigs, they 
were worried. The wild animals 
stray into farms only when there 
is scarcity of  food in the forest 
but the pigs will cause damage 
around the year, they said.

“We are not bothered about 
the crop they eat, but they de-
stroy more than they eat and 
farmers know that the farm-
land where pigs are present 
cannot be sold.” he added.

P R A M O D K U M A R  V A I D Y A 
@ Hubballi

FINALLY, Hubballi got direct 
flight connectivity to Delhi. The 
Indigo Airline started the daily 
service to the national capital 
after Union Minister Pralhad 
Joshi continuously pursued 
with the company’s manage-
ment and authorities in the Min-
istry of  Civil Aviation and Air-
port Authority of  India. 

As flight operations in the 
country have returned to nor-
malcy after it had come to a 
standstill during the Covid-19 
pandemic-induced lockdown 
and flying restrictions, efforts 
were on from all sections to 
persuade flight operators for a 
direct flight to Delhi. Minister 
Joshi was regularly in touch 
with officials of  the Ministry 
of  Civil Aviation, the Airport 
Authority of  India, and top 
management of  the flight 
operators.

On Monday, Union Minister 
for Civil Aviation Jyotiraditya 
Scindia and Union Minister 
Pralhad Joshi flagged off  the 

maiden Delhi-Hubballi flight 
virtually from New Delhi and 
Hubballi respectively. As the 
Airbus flight carrying 179 pas-
sengers landed at Hubballi 
Airport, it was welcomed with 
a water canon salute.

As per the schedule, Flight No 
6E 5624 leaves Delhi at 10 am and 
reaches Hubballi at 12.45 pm. 
Later, Flight No 6E 5625 takes off  
from Hubballi at 1.15 pm and 
lands in Delhi at 3.45. The Indigo 
hasdeployed a 186-seater Airbus 
A320 to operate on this sector on 
a daily basis. 

The commencement of  this 
service will not only help the 
people of  Hubballi-Dharwad 
but also facilitate all those 
from North and Central Kar-
nataka region to fly to Delhi 
and come back. The travel time 
will be considerably reduced. 
In fact, Star Air already has a 
service to Hindon (Uttar 
Pradesh), which is near the 
NCR region and located 
around 35-40 kilometres from 
Delhi Airport. However, it is a 
cumbersome exercise to travel 
to this airport from Delhi, par-

ticularly during peak hours. 
As the Airbus took off  from 

Hubballi carrying 151 passen-
gers, Union Minister Pralhad 
Joshi was one among them. Af-
ter touchdown at Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport, Del-

hi, Joshi tweeted: “Touchdown 
Delhi. The first-ever direct 
flight from Hubballi to Delhi 
lands at the @DelhiAirport. 
What a memorable journey it 
was! I am happy that the serv-
ice has begun.”

Supporters of KPCC Working President Satish Jarkiholi at a rally in Belagavi on Monday.

Supporters, dalit 
groups back 

Satish Jarkiholi
Protestors warn against targeting their leader

Indigo kick-starts direct  
flight service from Hubballi to Delhi

ANNOUNCEMENT IN KANNADA
Another speciality of this service was the announcement by 
flight pilot Akshay Patil from Bailhongal of Belagavi district, 

who welcomed the passengers in Kannada, using North 
Karnataka dialect. This move of the airlines was applauded by 
Joshi and co-passengers and the video of the announcement 
even went viral on social media. The same kind of service is 

being demanded in other flights too.

Joshi during a virtual flagging off of the new Delhi-Hubballi flight on Monday

A drove of pigs spotted trespassing a farmland | EXPRESS

Joida is the newest bird-
watching destination in state
Hubballi: With improved sightings of endemic bird fauna of 

Western Ghats, Joida taluk is now becoming the most 
sought-after birding destination in the State. Bird 

photographers and enthusiasts from Maharashtra, Kerala, 
Goa and Andhra Pradesh are thronging to Joida taluk to get 

a glimpse of rich avifauna that is abundant here. With 
several ficus and other wild trees bearing fruits, hornbills can 

be seen flying around these trees, attracting several 
photographers. Many birding groups from Pune and 

Hyderabad have been camping in Joida taluk regularly. The 
bird experts give credit to the forest department that has 

been planting fruit-bearing trees for several years and also 
the local wildlife activists who have been creating awareness 

among local villagers against causing harm to birds, 
especially large hornbills. Vikram Sogi, a homestay owner 
felt that it is important for homestays to encourage their 

guests to learn about birdwatching.

Cong MLA Tanvir Sait doesn’t know the tenets of 
Islam. Tipu statue move is in response to the 
installation of Kempe Gowda statue in Bengaluru
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