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arrested in connection with the murder of a couple 
and their domestic help allegedly by their former 
employee in Hari Nagar, police said on Wednesday

CITY IN NUMBERS

3rd accused

DU kicks off new academic session
Colleges and student groups hold cultural events to welcome freshers on their first day
A M I T  P A N D E Y  @ New Delhi

SELFIES with their college on 
the background, showering of  
flower petals, emotional par-
ents and joyous interaction be-
tween the new batchmates 
summed up the first day of  the 
debut CUET batch of  Univer-
sity of  Delhi on Wednesday. 

Colleges and student groups 
made it a point to welcome the 
new class amid much activity. 

The Shri Ram College of  
Commerce decorated its en-
trance doorway with white and 
blue balloons, while the Ram-
jas  College put up a board 
a d o r n e d  w i t h  g r e e t i n g 
messages. 

Some colleges also hosted 
cultural activities to welcome 
the batch of  2025. Many colleg-
es held orientation pro-
grammes to apprise the new 
students about the syllabi, so-
cieties and the committees.

Ravi Kumar, who was admit-
ted to the Political (Honours) 
programme at Ramjas, said he 
was both nervous and excited 
on his first day. “I was eager to 
make new friends but grew 
hesitant about it because col-
lege environment is so new to 
me.” For Raj Kumar Sahu, who 
completed his higher second-
ary schooling in Madhya 
Pradesh, the DU is totally a
different world. “The Univer-
sity is far more vibrant than 
my expectation,” said Raj. 

“In our college, more than 80 

per cent of  students attended 
classes on Wednesday. We or-
ganise the department-wise 
orientation and inform the stu-
dents about their courses and 
make them aware of  ragging,” 
said Manoj Khanna, principal, 
Ramjas College. 

“We also interacted with par-
ents who have concerns about 
their children. Some parents 
inform us about their kid’s 
health problems, which we 
keep noting in order to apprise 
the respective teachers,” said 
the principal. On the first day, 

many parents too joined their 
children. Some parents left the 
campus before their children 
finished the first day, while oth-
ers stayed until their children 
returned.

Rajeev Sindh, who came 
from Jind, Haryana to drop his 
daughter, said, “My daughter 
received admission at the Ki-
rori Mal College. I am satisfied 
that her future is secure.” 

In addition to schooling, stu-
dents’ first day at college was 
significant since many of  them 
made new acquaintances there. 

During Miranda House’s orien-
tation, Kanika and Insha be-
came friends. We met at the 
orientation and today we dis-
covered that we were both in  
same class, they said.

Yogesh Singh, DU Vice-Chan-
cellor, congratulated the stu-
dents on the first day and said, 
“In this academic session, edu-
cation in all colleges will be 
carried out as per the National 
Education Policy 2020. This is 
the first batch of  CUET. I con-
gratulate all the students on 
their first day of  college.” 

Students of the new UG batch of University of Delhi being welcomed with showering of flower petals at Miranda House in North Campus on Wednesday |  PARVEEN NEGI

Students attend the ‘Orientation 2022’ programme at Miranda House on Wednesday |  PARVEEN NEGI

In this academic session, 
education in all colleges will be 
carried out as per the National 
Education Policy 2020. This is 

the first batch of CUET. I 
congratulate all the students on 

their first day of college

Yogesh Singh, DU Vice-Chancellor

Over 80% of students attended 
classes on Wednesday. We 

organise the department-wise 
orientation and inform the 

students about their courses and 
make them aware of ragging

Manoj Khanna, principal, 
Ramjas College

I was eager to make new friends 
but grew hesitant about it 

because college environment is 
so new to me. The university is 

far more vibrant than my 
expectation

Raj Kumar Sahu, student 
at Ramjas College

Seats still vacant in 
some colleges

Many colleges under the DU held 
orientation programmes to apprise 

the new students about the 
syllabi, societies and the 

committees. Though admissions to 
70,000 seats in various DU 

colleges are still underway, the 
academic year for the first-

semester students commenced on 
Wednesday

Allow para forces 
for security: Lady 
Hardinge doctors
A S H I S H  S R I V A S T A V A  @  New Delhi

THE decision by Union Health 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya 
to remove security personnel 
from the Centre-run Lady 
Hardinge Medical College 
(LHMC) was denounced by the 
medical fraternity which has 
now demanded him to deploy 
Central reserve forces at public 
hospitals to ensure security of  
doctors – who often face hostil-
ity from the patient side.

Irked with the decision, the 
doctors, who are concerned 
for their safety sans 
bouncers and marshals, 
on Wednesday de-
manded the Centre to 
provide them paramili-
tary forces for security 
cover in the hospital.

 “We respect Health Minis-
ter Mansukh Mandaviya for be-
ing proactive in reforming the 
healthcare system. Yesterday, 
he removed bouncers and mar-
shalls from security of  LHMC 
while personally having full 
blown security. We demand de-
ployment of  CRPF in the hospi-
tal,” the resident doctors asso-
ciation of  Ram Manohar Lohia 
(RML) hospital said, which is 
next in the line where the re-
moval of  private security is 
likely to be emulated.

The reaction came after on 
health ministry’s directions, 
LHMC administration termi-

nated the services of  marshals 
and bouncers employed in its 
campus. Sources said that the 
move came after the minister 
expressed displeasure from the 
presence of  heavy security ar-
rangements which he believed 
intimidated the patients.

The Federation of  Resident 
Doctors Association (FORDA) 
also asked for “paramilitary 
forces” at the hospitals.

 “Workplace security for 
healthcare workers is a burn-
ing issue. To deter violence 

against doctors, we need se-
curity personnel. If  the 

minister thinks that 
bouncers are not ap-
propriate, the same 
should be replaced by 

reinforcing with para-
military forces and police 

forces,” Dr Aviral Mathur, 
president, FORDA, said.

Dr Manish Jangra, chief  ad-
visor, Federation of  All India 
Medical Association (FAIMA), 
said the removal of  bouncers 
will push a rise in violence 
against doctors. “The whole 
system is such that everyone 
tries to find fault in the doctors. 
We are the ones who work in 
the face of  hostility from pa-
tient attendants. To avert this, 
hospitals are forced to take 
services of  bouncers. Their re-
moval will push assault cases 
against medicos which are now 
under control,” he stated.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

CHIEF Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Wednesday announced 
that 100 special mohalla clinics 
for women will be opened in the 
national capital and said these 
will be run by an all women 
staff. Inaugurating four ‘mahi-
la special mohalla clinics’, he 
said children below 12 years 
and women will get free of  cost 
treatment at these facilities. 

The mohalla clinic system, a 
flagship initiative of  the Kejri-
wal government, is aimed at 
boosting primary healthcare in 
the city, and according to the 
Outcome Budget presented in 
the assembly on March 25, on 
an average, one mohalla clinic 
handles 116 patients a day and 
together 520 these facilities 
have over 60,000 patients a day. 

“Four mahila mohalla clin-
ics, special clinics for women 
where gynaecological services, 

tests and medicines will be 
available free of  cost for them 
and children under the age of  
12 years, are being opened to-
day. In the first phase, 100 such 
clinics will be opened for wom-
en and children,” the chief  
minister said.

The chief  minister, however, 
did not comment on a timeline 
on the opening of  these clinics. 
“It was felt that there needed to 
be some facilities that are ex-
clusively for women and there-
fore, based on the needs of  
women in Delhi, such facilities 

are being opened on a large-
scale,” he said after the inaugu-
ration ceremony at the mahila 
mohalla clinic developed at the 
DIZ Staff  Quarters in the Kali 
Mandir area.

The first four clinics have 
been started at Basti Vikas Ken-
dra JJ Camp, Moti Lal Nehru 
Camp in Munirka, Sector-4 DIZ 
area, Sapera Basti in Kondli 
and DJB Sewage Pumping Sta-
tion in Okhla.

“This mahila mohalla clinic 
model is the first of  its kind in-
novation in our country. Only 
women and children aged un-
der 12 will be treated at mahila 
mohalla clinics. All employees 
at these clinics will be females 
and like normal mohalla clin-
ics, all treatment will be free of  
cost here,” Kejriwal said. 

In addition to the 239 tests 
done at mohalla clinics, all tests 
related to women and adoles-
cent healthcare will be done at 
these new facilities, he said.

Four mahila mohalla clinics opened, says CM

5 Uzbek women go missing from shelter home
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

FIVE women, who are 
allegedly trafficked from 
Uzbekistan, went miss-
ing under mysterious cir-
cumstances from a pri-
vate shelter home.

The incident hap-
pened a few days after 
the women had man-
aged to escape and get 
an FIR registered at the 
Chanakyapuri police sta-
tion on August 28.

The women were found to be 
missing from the shelter home, 
where they were shifted after 
lodging the FIR.  Seven Uzbek 
women had informed the police 
about their ordeal of  how they 
were trafficked and forced into 
prostitution. They had named 
10 accused in their FIR, how-
ever, the police had nabbed only 
three accused till now.

After 
five out of  

the seven girls 
were reported to be 

missing, the Delhi Com-
mission for Women issued sum-
mons to the Deputy Commis-
sioner of  Police of  the New 
Delhi district.

The women were brought to 
Delhi via Nepal and some di-
rectly to India on tourist and 
medical visas. The women al-
leged that those who were 
brought to India via Nepal, 
their passports and other docu-

ments were taken away in that 
country, while the documents 
of  other women were taken 
away by traffickers after arriv-
ing in India, the DCW said.

The women alleged that they 
were forced into “prostitution” 
in India and were threatened 
and beaten when they resisted, 
the panel said.

The women were told that 

they would be caught and put 
in jail. They stated that they 
were sold to different owners 
during their stay in Delhi and 
were “raped” repeatedly, the 
panel added.

The DCW asked the police to 
ask for action taken to report 
the matter. The Commission 
has sought a copy of  the FIR.

“Seven Uzbek girls had ex-
posed a big international rack-
et involving trafficking and sex 
slavery. Delhi Police registered 
an FIR but all accused were not 
arrested and the girls’ pass-
ports were not recovered from 
the traffickers. With great dif-
ficulty and after going through 
an ordeal, these girls managed 
to escape. The girls had alleged 
that the traffickers had fol-
lowed them with a gun as well! 
Now, five of  the seven girls have 
gone missing from the shelter 
home,” said DCW chief  Swati 
Maliwal.

They were brought 
in via Nepal: DCW
The women were brought to 
the capital via Nepal and 
some directly to India on 
tourist and medical visas. 
The women alleged that 
those who were brought to 
India via Nepal, their 
passports and other 
documents were taken 
away in that country

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

HEARING a petition of  a 
Ukrainian woman, the High 
Court on Wednesday directed 
Delhi Police to trace her ex-hus-
band who is from India and her 
three-year-old Ukranian son. 

The woman, in her petition, 
claimed that her son had been 
illegally brought to India dur-
ing the ongoing Ukraine-Russia 
war. The HC issued notice to 
the ministries of  home and ex-
ternal affairs, Delhi Police and 
the man in this regard.

The petitioner informed the 
court that she and her ex-hus-
band were divorced in 2021. She 
claimed that despite the mi-
nor’s custody was granted to 
her by a court there, the man 
took their son away without in-
forming her. A bench compris-

ing Justice Siddharth Mridul 
and Justice Amit Sharma said, 
“The first priority is to locate 
your son. We will hear you 
thereafter. We will ask further 
questions if  needed, once your 
son is located.”

The High Court granted time 
to the counsel for the Centre 
and the Delhi government to 
seek instructions in the matter 
and listed the matter for fur-

ther hearing on November 14. 
“You only need to tell us if  they 
(man and son) have entered In-
dia,” the bench told central gov-
ernment standing counsel Ajay 
Digpaul, representing the 
Ministry of  External Affairs.

It further said, “In the mean-
time, the Delhi Police is direct-
ed to locate the man and the 
three-year-old minor son and 
request them to appear before 
this court at the earliest.”

Since the woman said that 
the man was sighted some-
where in Assam and Bihar, the 
HC told her counsel that when 
you have information that he is 
in Guwahati, why you did not 
move to Gauhati High Court. 
Now, Delhi Police will be hard 
pressed to locate them. It is 
your own case that he is sighted 
in Assam or Bihar and you are 
moving to Delhi HC.

HC asks Delhi Police to trace Ukrainian 
son, Indian ex-husband on mom’s plea

Tests integrated 
In addition to the 239 
tests done at mohalla 
clinics, all tests for 
women, adolescents 
will be done at these 
new facilities, said CM 
Arvind Kejriwal. The 
first four clinics have 
been started at Basti 
Vikas Kendra JJ Camp, 
Moti Lal Nehru Camp 
in Munirka, Sector-4 
DIZ, Sapera Basti in 
Kondli and DJB 
Sewage Pumping 
Station in Okhla

E X P R E S S  R E A D

EV charging stations 
set up in Delhi Cantt

New Delhi: Charging points for 
electric vehicles were inaugurated 

at Delhi Cantonment on Wednesday. 
Power discom Tata Power Delhi 

Distribution Limited (TPDDL) has 
collaborated with the Indian Army for 

installing 17 fast charging points for 
EVs at Delhi Cantt. All the chargers are 

operational now, said a TPDDL 
statement. The chargers will be used 

for vehicles of Army and the 
employees living here.

Narela fire: Juvenile 
succumbs to burns 
New Delhi: A 17-year-old boy, who had 
suffered burns in a fire at a factory in 
Narela area in Delhi that claimed two 
lives a day ago, succumbed at a 
hospital here, police said on 
Wednesday. The owner of the factory 
has also been arrested in the case, 
they said. “Sameer succumbed to the 
injuries at a hospital here. The owner 
of the factory, Sahil Garg (30), a 
resident of Pitampura, has been 
arrested,” a senior police officer said. 

‘Son was kidnapped’
The petitioner said that her 
minor son was kidnapped by 
her ex-husband on March 23 
when he had taken the child 
for a walk and did not return. 
After their separation, the 
man was granted visitation 
rights of their minor son


