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BRUSSELS: The European Par-
liament’s inquiry committee in-
vestigating the use of  surveil-
lance spyware by the bloc’s 
governments said on Tuesday 
the EU’s executive arm and 
member countries are failing to 
properly tackle a surveillance 
scandal that has targeted oppo-
s i t i o n  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d 
journalists.

In a draft report published on 
Tuesday, the committee investi-
gating Pegasus said the Euro-
pean Council and national gov-
er nments “are practicing 
omerta”—or a code of  silence 
—and regretted that the Euro-
pean Commission only shared 
“reluctantly and piecemeal” in-
formation concerning spyware 

attacks on its own employees.
A spokesman for the Commis-

sion responded that any attempt 
from national security services 
to illegally access data of  citi-
zens “is unacceptable” and in-
sisted it has already started tak-
ing action to protect journalists 
from the use of  spyware.

The Parliament committee 
has been investigating the use 
by governments of  Israel’s 
Pegasus spyware and other in-
vasive surveillance tools, view-
ing such technology as a threat 
to democracy in the 27-nation 
bloc. Pegasus was developed by 
Israel’s NSO Group and is de-
signed to breach mobile phones 
and extract vast amounts of  in-
formation from them, including 
text messages, passwords, loca-
tions and microphone and cam-

era recordings.
The company markets the 

technology as a tool to target 
criminals, but many cases have 
been discovered worldwide of  
governments using it against 
dissidents, journalists and po-
litical opponents.

According to EU lawmakers, 
the NSO Group has sold its prod-
ucts in at least 14 EU countries. 
“In at least four member states, 
Poland, Hungary, Greece, and 

Spain, there has been illegiti-
mate use of  spyware, and there 
are suspicions about its use in 
Cyprus,” they said, adding that 
Cyprus and Bulgaria serve as 
the export hub for spyware.

“Member State governments 
have largely declined the invita-
tion to cooperate with the PEGA 
committee,” lawmakers said.  
“Some governments downright 
refused to cooperate, others 
were friendly and polite but did 
not really share meaningful in-
formation. Even a simple ques-
tionnaire sent to all member 
states about the details of  their 
national legal framework for the 
use of  spyware, has hardly re-
ceived any substantial answers.” 
The committee also deplored 
that Europol, EU’s crime agency, 
did not start an investigation. 

EU on Pegasus tapping, rues panel 
Committee complains that EC & govts are practicing code of silence on surveillance scandal

UN demands 
release of jailed 
activist Fattah
rights

GENEVA: UN rights chief  
Volker Turk called Tuesday on 
Egypt to immediately release 
Alaa Abdel Fattah, a jailed po-
litical dissident who has been 
refusing food and is now refus-
ing water too. 

British-Egyptian Abdel Fat-
tah, 40, was a major figure in 
the 2011 revolt that toppled 
longtime president Hosni 
Mubarak. 

After a seven-month hunger 
strike during which he con-
sumed only “100 calories a 
day”, he has for the past week 
refused food altogether, and on 
Sunday he stopped drinking 
water to coincide with the open-
ing of  the COP27 climate sum-
mit in Egypt.  

ONce iN A PUrPLe MOON    
 The full  moon, also called the Beaver Moon, rises above the Lincoln Memorial at sunset in Washington |  AP

German U-turn 
on selling chip 
unit to China?  
tech  

BERLIN: The German econo-
my ministry has recommended 
that the sale of  a chip factory to 
a Chinese-owned firm should 
be blocked as it poses a security 
threat, government sources 
said Tuesday.

Sweden’s Silex, a unit of  Chi-
nese company Sai MicroElec-
tronics, had been seeking to 
take over Dortmund-based El-
mos. But economy ministry 
sources said the acquisition 
would “constitute a threat to 
public order and... security.

“The ministry has therefore 
suggested that the federal cabi-
net prohibits the acquisition of  
Elmos,” they said.

The ministry is headed by 
Robert Habeck from the Greens, 
one of  three parties in Germa-
ny’s ruling coalition.

$3.4 bn bitcoin 
seized by the US
crYPtO cUrreNcY  

NEW YORK: The US government announced 
Monday it had seized $3.4 billion in bitcoin from 
a real estate developer who stole the cryptocur-
rency from the dark web marketplace Silk Road a 
decade ago.

James Zhong, 32, pleaded guilty Friday to com-
mitting wire fraud in September 2012 ago when 
he unlawfully obtained more than 50,000 bitcoin, 
according to federal prosecutors in New York. 

Agents recovered the digital money when they 
raided Zhong’s house in Gainesville, Georgia, in 
November last year, the Southern District of  New 
York said. 

They found the bitcoin on devices hidden in an 
underground floor safe and on a single-board 
computer that was concealed under blankets in a 
popcorn tin stored in a bathroom closet.

Prosecutors say Zhong defrauded Silk Road by 
triggering quick transactions from roughly nine 
anonymous accounts that tricked the site’s with-
drawal-processing system into depositing the bit-
coin into his accounts.

He faces up to 20 years in prison.

Exceptional haul of ancient 
bronzes unearths a new chapter
ArchAeOLOgY 

ROME: Italian authorities on Tuesday an-
nounced the extraordinary discovery of  
more than 2,000-year-old bronze statues in 
an ancient Tuscan thermal spring and 
said the find will “rewrite history” about 
the transition from the Etruscan civiliza-
tion to the Roman Empire.

The discovery, in the San Casciano dei 
Bagni archaeological dig near Siena, is 
one of  the most significant ever in the 
Mediterranean and certainly the most im-
portant since the 1972 underwater discov-
ery of  the famed Riace bronze warriors, 
said Massimo Osanna, the Culture Minis-
try’s director of  museums.

Thanks to the mud that protected them, 
the figurines were found in a perfect state 
of  conservation. Alongside the figures 
were 5,000 coins in gold, silver and bronze, 
the ministry said.

As evidence of  the importance of  the 
find, the ministry announced the con-
struction of  a new museum in the area to 
house the antiquities.

Jacopo Tabolli, who coordinated the dig 
for the University for Foreigners in Siena, 
said the discovery was significant because 
it sheds new light on the end of  the Etrus-
can civilization and the expansion of  the 
Roman Empire between the 2nd and 1st 

centuries BC
The period was marked by wars and 

conflicts across what is today’s Tuscany, 
Umbria and Lazio regions, and yet, the 
bronze statues show evidence that Etrus-
can and Roman families prayed together 
to deities in the sacred sanctuary of  the 
thermal springs. The statues bear both 
Etruscan and Latin inscriptions.

“While there were social and civil wars 
being fought outside the sanctuary ... in-

side the sanctuary the great elite Etrus-
can and Roman families prayed together 
in a context of  peace surrounded by con-
flict,” Tabolli said.  The find represents 
the largest deposit of  bronzes from this 
era in Italy, notable also because most sur-
viving antiquities from the period are pri-
marily in terracotta, the ministry said in 
a statement.  “It’s a discovery that will re-
write history,” Tabolli said.

r E w r i t i n g  h i s t o r y

Flamingos, herons and fish once filled a freshwater 
lagoon in southern Spain. But today, the lagoon in the 
heart of Spain’s Doñana nature reserve is a puddle. The 
park called “the crown jewel of Spain” may be dying


