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The State government has decided to give 
admission to the students who passed Class 
X in the supplementary examinations to join 
Intermediate in SC Gurukulas. 

Key  
decision

E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@ Vijayawada 

The State government has is-
sued an order establishing the 
Andhra Pradesh Dharmika 
Parishad with 21 members. 

Speaking to the media at the 
Interim Government Com-
plex, Velagapudi, on Tuesday, 
Deputy Chief  Minister and 
endowments Minister Kottu 
Satyanarayana said that the 
endowments Minister will be 
the chairman and endow-
ments Commissioner will be 
member-secretary for the 
Dharmika Parishad. Principal 
Secretary (Revenue) and 18 
others will be its members. 
The Dharmika Parishad has 
special powers. The State gov-
ernment is empowered to form 
Trust Boards for temples with 
an income less than `25 lakh 
and above `1 crore. however, 
Trust boards for temples with 
income ranging between `25 
lakh and ̀ 1 crore will be set up 
by the Dharmika Parishad. 
The Dharmika Parishad has 
the power to prevent corrup-
tion and irregularities in the 
temples and take action 
against the abbot who commit 
corruption and irregularities 
and appoint someone else in 
their place. Similarly, it also 

has power to extend the lease 
of  the lands and properties of  
the endowments department 
beyond 11 years, the minister 
said.

CGF panel 
Satyanarayana further said 
that the state government has 
issued GO.572 on Tuesday, in-
cluding three more members 
in the (Common Good Fund) 
Committee. endowments Min-
ister served is its chairman, 
endowments Commissioner 
is secretary and treasurer, 
Principal Secretary (Revenue) 
and Tirumala Tirupati Dev-

asthanam (TTD) executive of-
ficer are the members. 

The government has ap-
pointed  Kaliki Kodanda Ram-
ireddy from Nellore district, 
Malireddy Venkata Apparao 
from Visakha district, G Yan-
dada and Karri Bhaskara Rao 
from Tadepalligudem of  West 
Godavari district as members 
of  the committee.  The com-
mittee is working to take steps 
for the development of  tem-
ples under the jurisdiction of  
CGF committee and bring 
many temples under Dhupa 
Deepa Naivedya scheme. 

Chief  Minister YS Jagan-
mohan Reddy had directed of-
ficials to implement Dhupa 
Deepa Naivedya scheme with-
out restriction to the eligible 
temples. Steps are being taken 
to bring at least one temple in 
every village under the 
scheme.  As many as 1,500 tem-
ples in the State are covered 
under the scheme and another 
3,500 applications have been 
received. The officials have ex-
amined 2,346 applications and 
2,200  were found to be 
eligible. 

Pending cases 
Satynarayana said that  
around 4,708 cases were pend-
ing in the endowment Tribu-

nal for a long time and 722 
cases have been resolved so 
far. The local conditions were 
not conducive to solve the re-
maining cases and loopholes 
in the law were also an obsta-
cle.  It has been decided to urge  
the high Court to allocate the 
necessary 8 Amins to resolve 
all the cases. If  these eight 
more  Amins are appointed by 
the high Court, all the cases 
will be resolved soon. Similar-
ly, he said.

Online services 
The Deputy Chief  Minister 
said that steps are being taken 
to provide all kinds of  services 
online in all the major temples 
of  the State, on the lines of  
TTD.  It has already been im-
plemented in Srisailam tem-
ple and steps are being taken 
to implement the system in all 
major temples.  Recently, the 
chief  minister has directed 
that all the temples under the  
department should use only 
organic agricultural products 
for preparing prasadams. Al-
ready, the TTD has started fol-
lowing the orders and steps 
are being taken to implement 
the same policy in other tem-
ples. Organic agricultural pro-
duce will be procured through 
AP Markfed.

Govt forms AP Dharmika Parishad
Panel has power to take steps to prevent corruption in temples & replace corrupt abbots

if eight more  amins are appointed 
by the High Court, all the cases will 

be resolved soon. an official website 
will be launched to monitor 

endowment tribunal cases from 
time to time

Kottu Satyanarayana, Deputy CM

State registered 
11.3% GDP against 
national average 
of 8.3%, says Jagan
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The State registered 11.3 per cent GDP 
against the national average of  8.3 
percent, he pointed out.

On infrastructure development, he 
said the government is constructing 
four more ports in addition to the ex-
isting six. Besides new ports, nine 
fishing harbours are also being con-
structed. The chief  minister said ex-
ports from the State stood at $19.3 bil-
lion, accounting for 4.8 per cent of  the 
country’s total exports. Once new 
ports are ready, exports from AP will 
go up to 10 per cent.

Referring to the legislation mandat-
ing companies to offer 75 per cent jobs 
to local youth, Jagan expressed that 

there should be a healthy 
industrial atmosphere 
and small issues 
should be solved 
through ne gotia-
tions. This gesture 

will infuse confidence 
in entrepreneurs who 

w i l l come forward to invest in the 
State, he said. Jagan further pointed 
out that Andhra Pradesh is the only 
State with three industrial corridors.

Consul General of  Japan Masayuki 
Taga said there are two Japanese 
firms in Visakhapatnam and the tyre 
plant is the third one. “Success of  the 
three industries will attract more in-
vestments and entrepreneurs to Vi-
zag,” he noted. The CM performed the 
ground breaking ceremony or com-
missioned eight other insdutries, in-
cluding Pidilite Industries, Megha 
Fruit Processing Unit, Inox Air Prod-
ucts Private Limited, Optimus Drugs 
Private Limited, and WinWin Special-
ity Insulators Limited. 

Second warning 
withdrawn at 
Dowleswaram
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@ Rajamahendravaram

WITh the heavy rains in the 
upper catchment area, the flood 
level at Bhadrachalam is rising 
again. The authorities with-
drew the second flood warning 
at Dowleswaram Cotton bar-
rage on Tuesday. 

According to the flood con-
servator, the second warning 
was withdrawn on Tuesday 
morning with the flood level at 
Dowleswaram barrage coming 
down to 13.10 feet. however, 
since Tuesday morning, due to 
heavy rains in the upper catch-
ment area, the flood level again 
slowly went up and touched 
15.90 feet. The flood water dis-
charge was recorded at 
Bhadrachalam as 13.70 lakh 
cusecs and 12.60 lakh cusecs at 
Dowleswaram barrage. 

It is expected that the flood 
levels at the barrage may in-
crease by Wednesday night.

‘Tedious adoption rules 
lead to sale of infants’
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@Vijayawada

The PROCeSS for adopting 
children should be made eas-
ier to check child trafficking, 
senior advocate and amicus 
curiae P Sri Raghuram sub-
mitted before the high Court 
of  Andhra Pradesh on 
Tuesday. 

Raghuram, appoint-
ed as amicus curiae 
to assist the court in 
a case related to the 
sale of  infants and hu-
man trafficking, also 
noted the cumbersome 
adoption procedure in the 
country. Childless couples, 
wishing to adopt, have been 
seeking alternatives to avoid 
the tedious process. Some 
parents were also selling their 
biological children due to 
their financial condition, and 

awareness should be created 
against such practices, he 
said. The amicus curiae also 
opined that child trafficking 
could be prevented if  the po-
lice acted swiftly on any com-
plaint related to missing of  
child. The high court has tak-
en suo motu cognisance of  

two separate media on 
child trafficking as pub-

lic interest litigations. 
When the PILs came 
up for hearing on 
Tuesday, the amicus 
curiae opined that 

AShA and anganwadi 
workers should track the 

expectant mother right from 
her pregnancy to deliver bet-
ter results. Raghuram sought 
more time to seek the views 
of  stakeholders and NGOs 
concerned to get more details 
on sale of  infants and human 
trafficking.

Survey on encroachment of lakeS, river
Vijayawada: The State government Tuesday informed the High 
Court that it will take up a survey on encroachment of lakes, rivers 
and other water bodies in the State. The court had earlier taken suo 
motu cognisance of encroachment of lakes and taking up 
constructions on them. When the suo motu PIL along with other 
similar petitions came for hearing, advocate general S Sriram 
informed that the government is conducting a survey and sought 
time. The court posted the matter for hearing on September 14.
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