
THESE RAILWAY STATIONS ARE TAKING OFF
Ramendra.Singh@timesgroup.com

T
ravellators, lounges, neat 
segregation of  arrival and 
departure… it’s easy to 
mistake Bhopal’s Kam-

lapati (erstwhile Habibganj) rail-
way station for an airport.

India’s first ‘privatised’ rail-
way station — built on PPP mode 
— cost Rs 450 crore (Rs 100 crore 
for the new station and Rs 350 
crore for shopping malls, hotels 
and office complexes) and was 
completed without suspending 
operations on this section of  the 
busy Delhi-Chennai trunk route.

The result: with separate 
routes for arriving and departing 
passengers, there’s no chaos, no 
shoving and jostling.

At the heart of  this future-ready, 
world-class station is a 3,024 sqm 
steel-and-glass concourse, where 
you can wait in style, sip a cup of  
coffee or munch on Bhopal’s choic-
est delicacies. The station is 100% 
Divyang-friendly and could soon 
turn into a hangout.

The project began in July 2016. 
Inaugurated by PM Modi on No-
vember 15, 2021, the station is al-
ready in business and work is on to 
build a mall and hotel that will be 
integrated with the complex. It’s 
expected to be ready in two years.
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I
naugurated by PM 
Modi on June 20, 
the Sir Mokshagun-
dam Visvesvaraya 

Terminal in east Ben-
galuru is Bengaluru’s 
first airport-like train 
station, with central-
ised air-conditioning, 
state-of-the art waiting 
halls, including one for 
women with digital re-
al-time passenger info 
system, food courts and 
shops. It sports a façade 
on the lines of  Kempe-
gowda International 
Airport.

At present, 16 pairs 
of  trains are operation-
al from the Rs 314-crore 
ter minal spanning 
5,930sqm but it can ac-
commodate 50 trains a 
day and a footfall of  
about 50,000.

In Bengaluru, this is the third 
railway coaching ter minal 
(where trains originate/termi-
nate their trips) after KSR Ben-
galuru City and Yeshwantpur 
stations. While KSR, which is 
part of  the Mysuru line, has been 
operational since 1882, Yeshwant-
pur was built in 1892.

The third terminal at Byap-
panahalli was sanctioned in 2015-
16 and is expected to help SWR 
operate more long-distance 
trains from Bengaluru.  It is the 
first greenfield project in India 
where Indian railways construct-
ed a world-class terminal.  South 
Western Railway officials said 
there was no major demand for 

trains from Bengaluru till late 
1990s as most were limited to 
southern states. Post the IT boom 
in 2000s, there has been huge de-
mand for more trains especially 
to the north but tracks/stations 
in Bengaluru reached almost a 
saturation point. This has result-
ed in the need for more terminals 
to run additional trains. 

The waiting room has USB , 
laptop charging facilities and 
TVs. Platforms are connected 
with a 7.5m wide foot-over bridge 
and two subways adorned with 
paintings of  Bengaluru land-
marks.  Water and energy man-
agement measures are in place, 
including a 4-lakh-litre water 
recycling plant.
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I
ndia’s first luxury hotel and 
convention centre to come up 
on the public-private partner-
ship model is built atop the 

concourse of  the Gandhinagar 
railway station, minutes from the 
Mahatma Mandir Convention 
and Exhibition Centre that 
hosts the Vibrant Gujarat Sum-
mit among other national and 
international events.

Operated by the Leela Group, 
the Rs 780 crore, 318-room hotel 
rises to 65m (11 floors), its three 
towers arranged in a triquetra. It 
is a column-free building, con-
structed in the economical space 
frame of  99 metres over a railway 
platform. Gandhinagar railway 
station has seven busy tracks.  

The Gujarat government has 
a 74% stake in The Leela, Gandhi-
nagar, while Indian Railway Sta-
tions Development Corporation 
has 26%. A special-purpose vehi-
cle — Gandhinagar Railway and 
Urban Development Corporation 
(GARUD) — owns the hotel.

Since operations began on 

July 17 2021, the concourse-hotel 
has been catering to a mix of  cor-
porate guests at any given time, 
mainly from companies with 
units in Kadi, Kalol, Mehsana, 
and Dehgam and the surrounding 
Gujarat Industrial Development 
Corporation estates.

The hotel project was concep-
tualised in 2016, with the GIFT 
(Gujarat International Finance 
Tec) City in focus as a fintech hub.

“The government has built a 

hotel on the PPP model with the 
operator’s specifications. It is like 
bringing two schools together. We 
learn from government processes, 
and they learn the subtleties of  our 
industry from us,” said Anand.

In January 2017, Modi had laid 
the foundation stone of  the pro-

ject. “I have always wanted 
railway stations to be of  top 
quality, not only facilitating 

travel but also boosting commerce 
and hospitality,” Modi had said 
ahead of  the hotel’s inauguration. 
“One such effort has been made 
in Gandhinagar.”
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Maharajganj: The headmas-
ter of  a primary school was
suspended for calling dancers
at the Independence Day func-
tion of  a school here, officials
said on Tuesday. The incident
came to light after a video of
the event went viral on the in-
ternet.

“On Monday, an orchestra

team was called to the Padoli
Primary School of  Maharaj-
ganj during which an obscene
dance took place before the
teachers and students,” said
Basic Shiksha Adhikari
(BSA) Ashish Singh, who in-
vestigated the matter.

During an inquiry, the role
of  the headmaster and village

head has come to the fore, he
said. The headmaster Hari-
dwar Chaudhary, has been
suspended and instructions
have been given to register an
FIR against the village head
Anil Yadav, he added. In the
video, the dancers can be seen
dancing in front of  the stu-
dents and teachers. PTI

Headmaster sacked for dancers at I-Day event

New Delhi:Union minister of
state for health Bharati Pravin
Pawar on Tuesday launched a
mobile application on paren-
ting which focuses on cogniti-
ve developments of  children in
the first two years. The first
1,000 days establish a solid plat-
form for a child’s physical,
mental, emotional, cognitive
and social health, Pawar said.

India has taken rapid stri-
des in reducing child mortality

since 2014 from 45 per 1,000 live
births to 35 per 1,000 live births
in 2019, Pawar said after laun-
ching the Paalan 1,000 national
campaign and parenting app
in Mumbai. The app, which
will provide caregivers with
practical advice on what they
can do in their everyday routi-
ne and will help resolving va-
rious doubts of  parents, was
launched at the early childho-
od development conclave. PTI

App on parenting during
first 1,000 days launched

Agra: Two minor sisters died here after being hit
by a bus on Tuesday when they were crossing a
road, police said. The bus driver has been

arrested, they said. The dead have been
identified as eight-year-old Rani and
two-year-old Kajal. Police said the girls’ father
works as a ragpicker. PTI

2 minor sisters killed in accident
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