
Court allows 
Maoist leader 
to pursue 
higher studies
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kochi

The Special Court of  Tri-
al of  NIA Cases on Mon-
day passed a favourable 
verdict on a petition filed 
by Maoist leader B G 
Krishnamurthy alias BGK 
seeking permission to join 
an online course.

Despite being in jail for 
the past one year, his zest 
to pursue education never 
died. The court has now 
allowed him to study Post 
Graduate diploma in 
criminal justice conduct-
ed by the Indira Gandhi 
National Open University 
as requested. In his peti-
tion, Krishnamurthy had 
submitted that he was an 
LLB graduate and was eli-
gible to join the PG course. 
he also said he was ready 
to pay the course fee of  
Rs.11,000. 

Judge for NIA Cases 
Anil K Bhasker directed 
the welfare officer of  Vi-
yyur high-security prison, 
where Krishnamurthy is 
incarcerated, to make all 
necessary arrangements 
to facilitate the petitioner 
to pursue his studies by 
ensuring the availability 
of  study materials at reg-
ular intervals and to ap-
pear for examinations.

Legends join to set 
up football academy, 
to launch club later
V I S h N u P R a S a d  K  P  @Malappuram

LeGeNDS of  Kerala football have joined hands 
to set up a new academy, aiming to establish a 
professional club by the end of  2028. Noves Soccer 
Academy is led by former Indian captain U 
Sharaf  Ali and I M Vijayan is appointed the tech-
nical advisor. Former Kerala team captain Victor 
Manjila is the training advisor while K T Chacko, 
Kurikesh Mathew, Jo Paul Ancheri, and Asif  Sa-
heer are part of  the special observation panel.  

The website of  the academy was launched at a 
function held in Malappuram on Monday. 

Chief  coordinator Sharaf  Ali said the academy 
will be launched in five phases. “We will coach 
children in the 6-16 age group. In the first phase, 
Non-Residential Novus Academy and e-Novus 
Academy will be launched. The Non-Residential 
Academy will be run in association with the 
schools in the state. The schools will need to give 
access to their grounds to associate with the acad-
emy. All other support, including syllabus and 
modern equipment for football training, will be 
provided by the academy. The students who per-
form well will get scholarships and chances to 
play for professional clubs,” Sharaf  Ali said. 

The e-Novus Academy provides online coach-
ing to students across the state. In the second 
phase, a residential academy will be set up at 
Areekode. 

“The residential academy will have a FIFA-
standard turf  and other high-class facilities, in-
cluding a gymnasium and a sports hostel,” he 
said. The football legends plan to establish a pro-
fessional football club under the academy. “In the 
third phase, the academy will set up a sports com-
plex with a basketball court, volleyball court, 
badminton court, and a swimming pool. In the 
fourth phase, special training programmes for 
coaches and referees will be launched. In the fifth 
phase, a professional football club will be formed 
under the academy. The goal will be achieved by 
2028,” he said.
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Karnataka CM: Nothing wrong in 
painting classrooms saffron 
Kalaburagi: Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai on Monday 
said there is nothing wrong in painting classrooms saffron in 
government schools. Launching the ‘Viveka Shala Kothadigala 
Nirmana’, a state government programme to construct and repair 
classrooms, at Madiyal thanda of Kalaburagi taluk, Bommai wanted 
to know what is wrong in launching the new scheme named after 
Swami Vivekananda and in painting classrooms saffron, as the 
national flag too has it. Flagging off the construction of 7,601 
classrooms, he said the intention of the government is to impart 
good knowledge (viveka) to students. “It has become a habit for 
opposition parties to criticise everything the government does,” he 
added.

Stalin announces `1k relief to 
residents of rain-affected taluks
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin, who inspected rain-
affected parts of the state on Monday, announced that `1,000 
would be given as relief to every ration card holder in Sirkazhi and 
Tharangambadi taluks of Mayiladuthurai district. Compensation for 
damaged crops will be given after a proper assessment, he added in 
a press statement. Owners of cattle that died will get `30,000, 
Minister for Revenue and Disaster Management K K S S R 
Ramachandran said, adding that `4,800-97,000 will be given for 
damaged houses, depending on the extent of damage. 
Ramachandran said that in anticipation of heavy rain, NDRF 
personnel have been stationed at Ranipet, the Nilgiris, Dindigul and 
Theni districts, and five SDRF teams are in Cuddalore, Chennai, 
Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram and Mayiladuthurai. Besides, 121 multi-
purpose camps and 5,093 relief centres are ready. In Cuddalore, 
Stalin inspected 140 hectares of inundated farmland at 
Keezhpoovanikuppam village, and proceeded to Vallampadugai, 
where he listened to people’s grievances and distributed aid. 

Gang rape of tribal women: TN cop 
in custody after 11 years 
Villupuram: A police inspector accused in the gang rape of irular 
tribal women from Thirukovilur has been remanded in judicial 
custody following orders from the SC/ST Special Court in Villupuram 
on Monday. K Srinivasan, the accused, who was serving as inspector 
at Arakkonam police station, had been absconding after he 
appeared for bail application at the Villupuram district court on May 
16. The case was adjourned to Friday, said official sources. The 
alleged police brutality took place in 2011 when personnel from 
Thirukovilur police station took a few irular men and women for 
interrogation in a case. Four policemen allegedly raped four tribal 
women in a eucalyptus grove while 11 other members of their 
families were tortured in police custody.

TN health dept orders transfer of 2 
doctors for ‘medical negligence’ 
Chennai:Days after a 17-year-old footballer had to have her right leg 
amputated due to medical negligence, the health department on 
Monday ordered for two doctors from the Government Peripheral 
Hospital in Periyar Nagar here to be transferred. They will also face 
departmental action. The girl, R Priya, was taken to the hospital 
with a ligament tear. A surgery was performed, after which she 
developed complications and had to be taken to the Rajiv Gandhi 
Government General Hospital (RGGGH), said her brother R Vijay. 
Health Minister Ma Subramanian said the surgery at the peripheral 
hospital was successful, but the compression bandage used after it 
was too tight and stopped the flow of blood, causing the girl’s 
condition to become serious. At RGGGH, doctors decided to 
amputate the leg to save Priya’s life. 

Letter row: CB to submit report to DGP  
today, likely to recommend detailed probe
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

The crime branch will submit 
its preliminary report in the 
letter row involving Mayor 
Arya Rajendran to state police 
chief  Anil Kant on Tuesday. 
The team is likely to recom-
mend a detailed investigation 
after registering a case as the 
controversial letter has not yet 
been recovered.  

Since the Mayor reiterated 
that the letter is forged, an FIR 
needs to be registered to con-
duct a detailed probe, crime 
branch sources said. The offic-
ers also said that they could not 
conclude that the letter is 
forged as it is yet to be traced.

Both the crime branch and 
the vigilance received only the 
screenshot of  the letter and 
also recorded the statement of  
two corporation employees - 
Vinod and Girish - at the may-
or’s office.

In his statement before the 
crime branch and the vigilance, 
works standing committee 
chairman D R Anil admitted 
that he prepared a letter to be 
sent to the CPM district secre-
tary Anavoor Nagappan seek-
ing Kudumbashree workers for 
appointment as daily wage la-
bourers at the SAT hospital. he 
also told the sleuths that he de-
stroyed the letter. Anil, howev-
er, maintained that he was not 
aware of  the controversial let-
ter, purportedly written by the 
mayor to the CPM district 
secretary.

Vigilance officials said they 
will conduct an inspection at 
the corporation office in the 
coming days as complaints re-
garding backdoor appoint-
ments are prevalent. 

Meanwhile, the protests by 

the BJP and the UDF council-
lors continue at the corpora-
tion office demanding the res-
ignation  of  the  mayor. 
Curiously, BJP councillors pro-
tested on the terrace of  the cor-
poration office raising slogans 
demanding the dismissal of  the 
governing council and later 
took out a march to the mayor’s 
office. hindu Aikya Vedi activ-
ists also gathered to express 
solidarity with the protesting 
BJP councillors. however, they 
were taken into custody by the 
police.

UDF activists also took out a 
march towards the corporation 
office and tried to barge into 
the premises by pushing the 
front gate and jumping over the 
fence. however, the police 
locked the gate and had a minor 
scuffle with the protesters. Lat-
er, some of  the workers threw a 
chair at the police, leading to a 
heated argument.

BJP councillors stage a protest on the terrace of the T’Puram corporation office on Monday demanding 
dismissal of the governing council  |  VINCENt PulICKal

defamatory remarks: Mayor initiates 
legal action against Jebi Mather
T’Puram: Mayor Arya Rajendran has initiated legal 
action against Rajya Sabha member and Mahila 
Congress state president Jebi Mather for allegedly 
making defamatory remarks against her during a 
Mahila Morcha protest march on the corporation 
office premises last week. Mayor’s counsel 
Murukkumpuzha R Vijayakumaran Nair has Sent a 
legal notice to Mather. As per the notice, Mather 
should give a written apology as well as apologise 
in front of the media within seven days. Failure to 
do so, legal action will be taken against Mather, 
the notice said. Meanwhile, Mather told 
mediapersons that she did not defame the mayor 
and only called her “mayorutti” (mayor kid) 
affectionately. “It is not a defamatory remark. 
However, I will give a reply to the notice and 
respond to the media once again,” she said. The 
mayor had earlier stated that she would take legal 
action against the anti-women remarks made by 
the Congress MPs. During the Mahila Congress 
protest, Mather came with a dummy suitcase with 
a poster saying “Mayorutti, Go to Kozhikode with 
the stolen money”. Mather had also said that her 
husband’s house is safe for the mayor and will 
continue the protest until she resigns.

‘Reconsider restrictions on market borrowing’
Balagopal hands over memorandum to Nirmala seeking expansion of Net Borrowing Ceiling by 1% of the SGDP

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’Puram

FINANCe Minister K N 
Balagopal has asked the Union  
government to reconsider the 
new restrictions on Open Mar-
ket Borrowing (OMB). On Mon-
day, he met Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman and 
handed over a memorandum 
seeking relaxations and to ex-
pand Net Borrowing Ceiling by 
at least 1%of  the SGDP.

Kerala is facing a crisis after 
the Union government decided 
to fix the ceiling for OMB after 
adjusting the off-budget bor-
rowings (OBBs) by the Kerala 
Infrastructure Investment 

Fund Board (KIIFB) and the 
Kerala Social Security Pension 
Limited (KSSPL). Thus, an 
amount of  `14,312.80 crore, 

OBBs availed of  by both the en-
tities, will be deducted from the 
OMB space in four annual in-
stalments starting 2022-23.

Balagopal has now asked the 
union minister to consider the 
net borrowings by the KSSPL 
and KIIFB, not gross borrow-
ing, to determine the OBBs. If  
so, the estimated cut of  
`14,312.80 crore would 
come down to `7,813.06. 

“The state’s request 
to consider the borrow-
ings of  KSSPL and KI-
IFB as contingent liabil-
ity is pending with the 
Union Ministry of  Fi-
nance. A net borrowing 
formula may be considered un-
til a final decision is taken,” he 
said in the memorandum.

he also pointed out that the 
unutilised portion of  OMB lim-

it amounting to `1,619 crore 
during the last FY has also not 
been added to the quota for the 
present FY. 

The Union Department of  
expenditure had given 
in principle approval for 
taking an additional 
borrowing of  `4,060 
crore in the current year 
for achieving the re-
forms target in the pow-
er sector. 

But, Balagopal said, 
the GoI is yet to grant 

sanction for the additional bor-
rowing. he also asked the un-
ion minister to transfer `1,548 
crore due to the state as GST 
compensation.

Increase 
NBC by one 
percentage 
of GSDP

Consider net 
borrowings, not 
gross borrowings 
of KIIFB, KSSPL 
for deduction 
from NBC

Additional  
L4,060 
crore 
borrowing  
for power 
reforms

Pending GST 
compensation of  
L1,548 crore

Reimburse  
L750.93 crore on 
UGC Pay Revision

ULB grant of L613 crore , 
untied grant L139.20 crore, 
health grant L559 core.

L3,224.61 CR SPECIal aSSIStaNCE foR CaPItal INVEStmENt

keRaLa’S deMaNdS

K N Balagopal
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K Surendran @surendranbjp
The High Court’s judgement has vindicated the stand of @KeralaGovernor on the VC issue. The 
Hon’ble High Court has cancelled the appointment of Dr Riji John as the vice chancellor of KU-
FOS. No doubt, all the VCs & Minister Balagopal have to leave their office in the coming days
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, 
BALANGIR (R&B) CIRCLE: BALANGIR 

Mail ID : - sepwdbalangir@gmail.com
e - Procurement Notice, BID IDENTIFICATION No: CCE(R&B) BGR / 11/ 2022-23 

No.4266 //  Dtd.04.11.2022
B-825: The Chief Construction Engineer, Bolangir (R&B) Circle, Bolangir on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites 
percentage rate of Composite bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE for the construction of works detailed 
in the table below from A Class Contractors registered with the State Governments and contractors of equivalent 
Grade/ Class registered with Central Government/ MES/ Railways for execution of Civil works. The proof of registra-
tion from the appropriate authority shall be enclosed along with the bid. 
2.  Nature of Work  : Bridge Work 
3.  No. of tender : Bridge Work-01 No 
4.  Tender Cost : Rs.10, 000/-
5.  Class of Contractor : A Class
6.  Date & Time of sale & Receipt of Bids  : From Dt.16.11.2022, 10.00 A.M. to Dt.30.11.2022 up to 05.00 P.M.
7.  Date of opening Bid : Dt.01.12.2022 at 11.00 A.M. 
8.    The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from the website: http://

tendersorissa.gov.in. All future corrigendum will be available on ONLINE MODE only.
Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, Balangir (R&B) Circle, Balangir            OIPR-34131/11/0017/2223


