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YSRCP cadres try to obstruct
farmers’ yatra at Chagallu
HANSNEWS SERVICE
RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM

(EASTGODVARI DISTRICT)

A large number of YSRCP workers
greeted Maha Padayatra of Amaravati
farmers with black balloons in Cha-
gallu mandal of Kovvur constituency
which is represented by home minis-
ter Taneti Vanitha, on Saturday.  

As the ruling party supporters tried
to obstruct the march, police, who
were deployed in large numbers,
erected barricades separating the two
sides. Except YSRCP, activists of all
other parties, including TDP, BJP, Jana
Sena, CPI and CPM supported the
farmers and raised slogans in favour
of keeping Amaravati as the only cap-
ital. Hundreds of women also partic-
ipated in the demonstration in sup-
port of the farmers. 

Police allowing rallies by both op-
ponents and supporters of padayatra
has become a topic of discussion
among public. e police turned a
blind eye on Friday, when YSRCP
leaders attempted to disrupt the farm-
ers' march in Nidadavole. Police al-
lowing both sides to show their
strength during yatra is being criti-

cised by people as this could lead to
confrontations. 

Meanwhile, the march by farmers
is evoking huge public response.
Crowds are turning up enthusiasti-
cally to support the marching farmers
ignoring rain. 

Former minister KS Jawahar crit-
icised the state government for ob-
structing the yatra at every step.
Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy cannot tolerate the great re-
sponse that farmers were evoking

during this yatra, he said. Padayatra
is dedicated to the protection of
Amaravati and the state's develop-
ment. Closing the road-cum-rail
bridge on the pretext of repairs at
the time of the padayatra is direct
proof of the impatience of the gov-
ernment, he alleged. Jawahar de-
scribed Amaravati as the capital of
Dalits.   TDP leader Jonnalagadda
Subbaraya Chaudhary said that the
people's support for the Amaravati
farmers' march is overwhelming.  

When Home Minister Taneti
Vanitha was asked about her reaction
to the farmers' march that entered
the Kovvur constituency, she claimed
that yatra was not getting public sup-
port anywhere. She alleged that TDP
leaders are doing this trip for their
selfish interests. MP Margani Bharat
Ram told Hans India that Amaravati
real estate yatra is being opposed in
all districts. All should oppose such
attempts to incite regional differ-
ences, he said. 

l Supporters of other
political parties turn up
in support of Maha
Padayatra 

l Police erect barricades to
separate rival groups
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INCESSANT rains during the last
two days created havoc in Guntur
and Palnadu districts.

A youth Boppudi Ramu (22) was
reportedly washed away in Kuppa-
ganjivagu floodwater at Kavuru vil-
lage of Chilakaluripet mandal of
Palndu district on Friday night. is
incident came to light on Saturday. 

Road connectivity was cut off be-

tween Amaravati and Vijayawada
city due to overflowing of floodwa-
ter onto the road at Pedamaddur
near Amaravati of Palandu district.
As a result, bus services were di-
verted. Kondaveetivatu was filled to
the brim and floodwater of the
steam inundated the road at Peda-
parimi.   Heavy rain inundated cot-
ton and chilli fields in thousands of
acres in Krosuru, Achampet and
Amaravati mandals of Palandu dis-
trict and Tadikonda mandal of
Guntur district. e farmers fear

severe loss to cotton and chilli
crops. However, the officials hoped
that the rainwater will recede.  

Following heavy inflows of flood-
water into the Pulichintala project,
the engineering officials of the proj-
ect lied 15 crest gates and released
4.07 lakh cusecs of the floodwater
to the downstream. Guntur district
administration alerted the revenue
and police officials to take precau-
tionary measures and instructed the
people residing in low-lying areas
in ulluru, Mangalagiri, Kollipara

and Duggirala mandals to be on the
alert.  Meanwhile, heavy rains dur-
ing the last two days created havoc
in Guntur city and normal life was
thrown out of gear. Several low-ly-
ing areas A L Pet, Brodipet, Na-
garampalem, Lakshmipuram, A T
Agraharam, Kannavarithota, RTC
Bus Stand area, GMC office area
were under a sheet of one feet level
rainwater. Rainwater entered into
NTR Bus Station and GMC office
premises in Guntur city caused in-
convenience to the public and em-

ployees. 
Women were seen weeding out

rainwater with buckets in several
areas. Drains were blocked in sev-
eral areas the drain water over-
flowed on to the roads. 

Rainwater entered Peekalavagu
drain at A T Agraharam and inun-
dated the road. An auto-rickshaw
was stuck in the rainwater at
Peekalavagu. However, no property
loss was reported so far. 

GMC Commissioner Kirthi
Chekuri instructed the officials to
alert the families residing beside the
Peekavagu drain as it is overflowing
following heavy rain. e sanitary
workers were instructed to remove
any blockages in the drain for the
smooth flow of drain water.
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MINISTER for Municipal Admin-
istration Audimulapu Suersh said
that the State government had dis-
tributed 30 lakh  houses sites to the
poor, out of which 20 lakh benefi-
ciaries started houses construction
and these houses will be completed
by next March end. 

He unveiled the pylon and
handed over the TIDCO houses
constructed at YSR Jagananna Na-
gar in Mangalagiri on Saturday and
distributed sale deeds to the bene-
ficiaries. 

Speaking on this occasion, he
said that the State government con-
structed 1,728 houses on 15 acres
of land in Mangalagiri to the poor
and assured that efforts would be

made to develop infrastructure at
other colonies in Mangalagiri
town. 

District Collector M Venugopala
Reddy said that all the beneficiaries
conducted the house warming cer-
emony on Saturday in Mangalagiri
and added that the State govern-
ment provided drinking water fa-
cility and other infrastructure at
the  housing colony. 

MLA Alla Rama Krishna Reddy
said that the district administration
had set up hospital, school, park
and electrical sub-station at the
housing colony. 

MLC Murugudu Hanumantha
Rao, TIDCO Managing Director
Ch Sridhar, Joint Collector and
Tadepalli-Mangalagiri Municipal
Corporation special officer G Ra-
jakumari were present. 

Maha
Padayatra of

Amaravati
farmers

continues even
in rain in the
East Godavari

district on
Saturday

Rain creates havoc in Guntur, Palnadu districts
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RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM

(EASTGODAVARI)

THE sudden decision to ban traffic
on the road-cum-rail bridge be-
tween Rajamahendravaram and
Kovvur over River Godavari for a
week has resulted in causing a lot
of inconvenience to the local peo-
ple.  

Early morning on Friday, stop-
pers were placed at the beginning
of the bridge, prohibiting the entry
of vehicles. RTC buses and heavy
vehicles going from Eluru via
Kovvur to Rajamahendravaram
were diverted via Gammon Bridge.
Some buses are plying through
Katheru and some buses are plying
through Konthamuru.

Two-wheelers, autos and cars are
being diverted to Vijjeshwaram via
Dowleswaram barrage road. e
sudden closure of the bridge caused
difficulties to transporters who had
already obtained permits on this

route. e approach road to the
fourth bridge or Gammon Bridge
over the Godavari is full of potholes
and is in a bad condition.  

Also, the Dowleswaram Barrage
Road has become hell with pot-
holes. Passengers were distressed
as these were the only alternative
routes. Drinking water pipeline re-
pairs are being done on a large-
scale at Alcut Gardens, Kotipalli
bus stand, railway station, etc. Ve-
hicles coming from Dowleswaram
and vehicles going over the barrage
should use this road. Due to this,
there is traffic congestion and peo-
ple are suffering. e road will be
completely inundated when it rains
and as the road is full of potholes,
the problems are compounded for
the commuters. Due to the increase

in the movement of heavy vehicles,
traffic jams are being reported at
Katheru and Konthamuru.  

K Raju, an employee, pleaded for
exemption for emergency and daily
moving employees. Sivaram, a pri-
vate employee said that he was
working in a studio.  

He lamented that he had to travel
an additional 10 kilometres on the
very bad potholed road to reach
Kotipalli bus stand from Kovvuru.
Naga Raju from Malakapalli near
Kovvur had to come via Vadapally
and Vijjeswaram to take Marud to
the hospital. Due to this, he reached
two hours late. Satyanarayana, a
taxi driver, requested that the toll
tax on the Gammon Bridge be
lied until the road-cum-rail
bridge is repaired and reopened.
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A preliminary inspection by the
officials on Saturday revealed that
the repairs of the temporarily
closed road-cum-rail bridge may
take more than a week than the
officials initially announced. MP
Margani Bharat along with the
Railway and R&B officials in-
spected the bridge to assess the re-
pairs to be undertaken on the
road- cum-rail bridge on Saturday
evening.  

e lifetime of this bridge
which was built in 1974 was 60
years, so far 48 years have passed.
e MP stated that the railings,
footpath and road were damaged.
He said that the railing has tilted
up to a length of 10 metres on one
side. He said that the State gov-

ernment would sanction Rs 11
crore for these repairs. e MP
opined that as the lifetime of this
bridge is coming to an end, pro-
posals for another new bridge
should be prepared.  

At present, apart from tempo-
rary repairs, it is expected to carry
out full-scale maintenance work
for this bridge, he said. It has been
suggested to remove the concrete
railing and install a steel railing. 

Railway Additional DRM (In-
fra) D Srinivas, R&B Superinten-
dent Engineer K Hariprasad
Babu, railway senior divisional
engineer U Akkireddy, R & B of-
ficers SBV Reddy, BV Madhusu-
dana Rao, P Giri Prasad Verma,
Railway Sr DM (Viz) Srinivasa
Rao, Additional DE  NM  Gane-
san, Railway CI  B Saidaiah and
others participated in this in-
spection.

Construction of 20L
houses will be completed
by next March: Minister

Minister for Municipal Administration Audimulapu Suresh inaugurating the
newly-constructed TIDCO houses at YSR Jagananna Nagar in Mangalagiri on
Saturday. Guntur District Collector M Venugopala Reddy is also seen.

S Road connectivity was cut

off between Amaravati

and Vijayawada city due

to overflowing of 

floodwater

S Low-lying areas 

inundated in Guntur city

S Cotton and chilli crops

submerged in rainwater

in Krosuru, Achampet and
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Palandu district and
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Guntur district

S RTC buses and other
heavy vehicles going 
from Eluru via Kovvur to 
Rajamahendravaram are
being diverted via the
Gammon Bridge

S MP Margani Bharat along with Railway and R&B officials
inspects the bridge

Floodwater overflowing onto the road at Pedamadduru in Amaravati mandal in
Palandu district on Saturday Inundated NTR Bus Station in Guntur city on Saturday

The St Theresa’s College for Women (A) Eluru, celebrated its 33rd
Graduation Day of 2021-22 outgoing batch, on Saturday. Prof M
Jagannadha Rao, Vice- Chancellor of Adikavi Nannaya University,
Rajamahendravaram, Dr Sr Mariatta Pudota, correspondent of the College
and Dr Sr Mercy, Principal of the College, and others participated.
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THE Energy Department on Saturday

issued orders appointing K Siva Prasad

Reddy as Director (Projects) in Andhra

Pradesh Southern Power Distribution

Company Limited (APSPDCL) for a pe-

riod of two years. 

He has a total experience of 33 years

in the government undertaking. Siva

Prasada Reddy has worked in the

cadres of Superintending Engineer and

Chief Engineer for a period of 5.7 years

and has good experience in thermal

power generation plant involving oper-

ation and commissioning activities. He

had a few special achievements during

his tenure such as circle line losses re-

duction from 8.012 per cent to 7.86 per

cent. He achieved 100 per cent IRDA

Billing as SE/Op./Kurnool and curtailed

DTR failures from 3.29 per cent to 3.00

per cent. 

Siva Prasad Reddy appointed Director of SPDCL

Closure of bridge causes hardship to commuters

Traffic jam near Konthamuru Gammon Bridge approach

Road-cum-rail bridge
repairs may last more

than a week

Police
stopping
the YSRCP
supporters
who tried
to obstruct
farmers'
yatra at
Chagallu

YSRCP
supporters fly
black
balloons
against Maha
Padayatra in
Chagallu on
Saturday


