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Empower girls for a brighter tomorrow
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10th October is the 10th
anniversary of the
International Day of the Girl
.Girls are change-makers.
Girls are driving good and
growth around the world.
They are a fundamental
source of transformational
change for gender equality,
and technology is a crucial tool
to support their work, activism
and leadership. Our Indian
society is still largely male
dominated, and women are
often looked down upon. A
home is no home, which does
not have a daughter. It is only
because of our mothers that
we live today. Inequality about
girl child is a vast problem
which includes many areas
like inequality in education,
nutrition, legal rights, medical
care, protection, honour, child
marriage and so many. India
loses an average of 7,000 girls
every day through abortions
because of a traditional
preference for sons. Abortions
have also resulted in a
severely skewed gender ratio
in India, where there are only
927 females for every 1,000
males - far lower than the
worldwide average of 1,050
females. In our country,
female literacy rate is still

53.87% and one third of the
youngster girls are
malnourished. Our
Constitution entitles women to
equal opportunities and rights,
but in some parts of the land
the rate of female foeticide
was high and the gender ratio
terribly skewed. Girls are not
being sent to school in many
places and women face
prejudice and discrimination at
the workplace.

In India the population of
girls has been decreasing. We
need to understand that girls
are our fortune. Socio-
economic empowerment of
women is essential for making
informed decisions and for
change of the mind sets. A
healthy male-female ratio is a
social need. While female
foeticide is bad in itself, the
fact that millions of girls are
"missing" in India has
profound human and social
implications.  A stronger law
to deal with those resorting to
sex-selective abortions needs
to be enacted. The reasons for
high number of incidence of
female foeticide in India
include a deep rooted
traditional son preference,
continued practice of dowry
and concern for safety of the
girl child and exploitation and
abuse of women and girl
children. In order to curb
female foeticide and improve
the sex ratio, a strong a multi-
pronged strategy that includes
legislative measures,
advocacy, awareness
generation and programmes
for socio-economic
empowerment of women is
needed. According to a study
in India by an Indo-Canadian
team of researchers, about
5,00,000 female foetuses have

been aborted annually. This
estimate appears to be closer
to the truth. Atrocities against
women are on the rise, and
female foeticide is one of the
most brutal of them all.
Despite a slew of laws to
prevent female foeticide and
schemes to encourage
families to have girl child, the
ratio is declining. Female
foeticide is a shocking practice
that has grown in the last few
decades. Although the media
and the government have
made attempts to highlight the
negative impact of pre-natal
sex identification and selective
abortion, the practice
continues as reflected in the
declining sex ratio.

There's a huge deficit of
women because families fear
the cost of raising a daughter.
It is a commonly practiced
tradition (despite being
outlawed) that the bride's
family pays a large sum of
money to the groom's family
at the wedding. Plus, women
are generally not seen as
bread-winners and or allowed
to inherit wealth like men in
some states. Sex-selection is
now spreading to rural areas
as the technology gets
cheaper and enforcement of
the law remains ineffectual.
The imbalance in sex ratio may
increase violence, including
rape, against women. With
many men remaining
unmarried, prostitution will
increase substantially. Media
exposes of doctors providing
sex-selection services and
offering to abort girls are
commonplace, but they have
little overall impact because
demand is too strong. Doctors
and radiologists conducting, or
soliciting parents for, sex

determination tests can be
imprisoned up to five years
and fined up to Rs.50,000.
Despite the PC & PNDT Act,
the conviction rate is low and
the selection of male child
before conception and female
foeticide continue to take
place.

Despite rising levels of
education, gender awareness
and stringent pro-women
laws, change has been slow
and violence against women
is increasing. Visionary
leadership, stringent
implementation of laws and a
united effort to discourage
dowry are the need of the
hour. Educational
programmes encouraging
parents to view daughters as
no less valuable than sons
need to be mounted. Time has
now come to formulate an
action plan to launch a
campaign to change the
mindset of people and to
promote female child birth
rate

We Indians call our nation
mother India and are great
devotees of Mother Goddess
in various manifestations. But
is this devotion and respect for
the country limited to only a
few words or do well actually
implement these values. No,
we all are openly playing a
double standard game with
our country. One way we say
mother India and the other
way we are continuously
destroying the valuable gift of
nature, a girl child. The sex
ratio imbalance is a serious
issue and finding a solution
has to start with making the
girl child valuable. (B-15
Jyoti-Kalash Society,
Jodhpur Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)

Anand Pandit pledges meals
to 8000 children

Ahmedabad, On October
11, megastar Amitabh
Bachchan will turn glorious 80.
Producer Anand Pandit, a
long-time friend, and
associate of the icon, says, "At
a time when most people
would be content to wind
down and enjoy the fruits of
their labour, Mr. Bachchan is
at the peak of his powers as
an actor and continues to
strike awe in the hearts of his
millions of fans. Completing
eight 'parikramas' around the
earth  with such joy and
magnificence is no small
milestone and I wanted to

make a special gesture to
celebrate this momentous
day."

To mark Big B's birthday,
Pandit has pledged to
distribute 8000 meals in
orphanages across Mumbai
and Gujarat. He will also be
donating 800 hearing aids to
senior citizens and kids in
Mumbai.  Pandit explains the
motive behind this
extraordinary gesture thus,
"As a fan, I watched every
Bachchan film on the big
screen and then had the
privilege of working with him
in a couple of films.(19-10)

Pradhan Mantri National
Apprenticeship Mela

Ahmedabad, As a part of
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s Skill India
Mission to boost career
opportunities and practical
training, the Ministry of Skill
Deve lopment  and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) is
organising Pradhan Mantri
National Apprenticeship
Melas (PMNAM) on October
10,  2022,  across  280
locations in 28 states and
Union Territories. Several
local businesses have been
invited to be part of the
Mela to provide local youth
with the opportunity to
shape their careers through
apprenticeship training.
Participating companies will
have the chance to meet
potential apprentices on a
single platform and choose
applicants on the spot.
Apprenticeship Melas are

held on the second Monday
of each month to increase
the employability of India’s
youth.

Following the completion
of the programmes, the
company which is providing
the training is likely to hire
the s tudent  as  an
employee. Individuals can
register for the Mela by
v is i t ing  ht tps: / /www.
apprenticeshipindia. gov.in/
and to f ind the Mela 's
nearest location. To be
el ig ib le  to  app ly,  the
students must have a 5th-
12th grade pass certificate,
a skill training certificate,
an ITI  D ip loma,  or  a
graduate  degree to
part ic ipate. Those who
have already enrolled have
been requested to reach
the venue with a l l  the
relevant documents. (20-4)

CMRSL listed on NSE

Ahmedabad, One of
India's leading digital
marketing companies,
Cybermedia Research &
Service Limited (CMRSL) was
listed on the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) today.
Beginning on a positive note,
the CMRSL IPO opened on NSE
with a 43.06% premium. The
listing of its shares on the
regulated market of NSE is an
empowering step towards
strengthening the future of
digital marketing in India. The
ad-tech and data analytics
company had earlier
announced the launch of its

Initial Public
Offering (IPO)
of 7,80,000
shares. The
issue with a
face value of
Rs 10 per
share had
remained open
for investors
between 27-29
S e p t e m b e r
2022 for listing

on National Stock Exchange
(NSE) Emerge. More
importantly, the issue was
oversubscribed by 29.55x
times, highlighting the positive
attitude of investors.
Redefining the digital
experience for everyone in the
ad tech ecosystem, CMRSL
has been offering proprietary
digital marketing solutions
using Artificial Intelligence and
Machine Learning (AI/ML),
including CM Galaxy for
advertisers, Cyber Ads for
p r o g r a m m a t i c
advertisements, and Auxo Ads
for publishers. (1-7)

Gulshan Devaiah: The box office
collection hanging on my head

Ahmedabad, The
emergence of streaming
platforms has sparked the era
of storytellers in the industry
with the willingness to express
and explore narratives that
mirror reality. While content
has evolved owing to digital
exposure, the easy
accessibility and anonymity
have led to audiences
expressing their unfiltered
opinions. Individuals are no
longer afraid to use the media
to express their views. And
today, these views/opinions
can be seen making or
breaking industries and
individuals, including
Bollywood. But do these
opinions take away from the
growth of storytelling in the
industry? The actor par
excellence, Gulshan Devaiah
shares his thoughts.  Gulshan
Devaiah, who has been the

favorite of all critics with his
performance in MX Player’s
recently released show
Shiksha Mandal, said, “I've
always said that with OTT
platforms, there is more work
for everybody now. It is
empowering to storytellers. It
is a little different from the
cinema business model and
liberating in many ways. I don't
have the pressure of the sword
of the box office collection
hanging on my head, but I have
other smaller daggers that are
hanging. That being said, I feel
people have so much outrage
in them and they waste it on
things like Bollywood. I think
they should direct it to scams,
as these matters have not been
solved yet and make it
relevant. When people exploit
loopholes, it's not fair on all of
those who work and study
hard.”(19-8)

PRSI Ahmedabad announces the
launch of Community Campaigns

Ahmedabad: The
Ahmedabad Chapter which is
the 51st prestigious Chapter
of Public Relations Council of
India, one of the premier and
largest organization of
communicators in the country,
with presence in 5 global
destinations and 55 cities
across the country, today
announced its forthcoming
community based campaigns
at a talk show on World
Mental Health day, organized
at NIMCJ. In his opening
remarks, Mr. Subhojit  Sen,
General Secretary, PRCI –
Ahmedabad Chapter shared,
“Since our inception on 3rd

April 2004, PRCI has strived
to enrich professional
development and aids
networking opportunities to
further the cause of the
communication profession.
Our network connects PR,
Media, Commercial and Public
Service Advertising, Marcom,
Academia in Communication
and students & provides these
Industry professionals with an
opportunity to serve their
community by encouraging
high ethical standards in their
respective areas of work and
is the first forum to offer
accreditation to professionals
in the stream.” (19-8)

Celebrate the festive season
without the 'weight-gain'

Ahmedabad, For each of
us the festive season has a
different meaning, and there
are different aspects to look
forward to. However, there is
one thing that's common
across cities, cultures and
families - and this is the
abundance of delicious food.
Festivals are a prime time to
indulge in decadent food -
sweet or savoury, and it is
during this time most of us
throw caution to the wind, and
in several cases over binge.
With the festive season here,
and festivities fully abuzz, be
sure to follow these tips to stay
fit and healthy even during the
celebrations:  Replace typical
festive snacks with healthy
alternatives like Almonds!

Traditionally any festive
spread includes indulgent food
and friend snack, most of
which aren't known to be
healthy. Think samosas,

shakkarpara, pooris, chips,
chakli - most of these definitely
feature during the festivities. To
avoid snacking on oily and fried
food, my first tip is to replace
them with healthier
alternatives like Almonds.
Almonds make for a tasty snack,
which will also add positively to
your health. (20-4)

Rajasthan man held for
making sextortion call

Rajkot: A man from
Rajasthan was arrested for
allegedly trying to entrap
Amreli BJP MP Naran
Kachhadiya in sextortion by
making a video call. Police said
the arrested accused Shahid
Khan Razak Khan Mev, 38, who
works as a driver in Alwar, and
his brother were involved in the
crime. A complaint was lodged
by the MP’s close associate
Vishal Sardhara. On
September 25, they made a
video call to Kachhadiya. When
he answered, a woman seen

in the video undressed herself
but the MP immediately
disconnected the call.
However, the screenshot was
recorded by the accused who
morphed and edited the video
and sent it to him with a threat
of circulating it on social
media. Amreli DSP Himkar
Singh said, “There was no
woman involved but when the
targeted persons answers the
video call, such cybercrooks
run a recorded video on their
mobile showing a woman
stripping.

Maana and Pooja take
Gujarat gold tally to 10
Ahmedabad: Hosts Gujarat

were assured of their best-
ever performance in National
Games history after swimmer
Maana Patel and yogasana
expert Pooja Patel added two
more gold medals to take the
state’s tally into double figures
on Friday. Gujarat have so far
won 10 gold, eight silver and
12 bronze medals for a total
tally of 30. Gujarat had won a
total of 20 medals, including
10 gold, in Kerala seven years
ago for their earlier best.

Maana, who had already
won two gold and a silver,
overcame a bout of fever to
improve on her own Games
record twice to bag the 50m
Backstroke gold with a time of
29.77 sec. The 22-year-old
from Ahmedabad had spent a
good part of Thursday night
in a hospital due to illness.
Despite that she started off
with a new National Games
mark of 29.91s in the heats.
She then led from start to

finish in the finals to finish
ahead of Karnataka’s Ridhima
Veerendra Kumar (30.13s)
and Sagnika Roy (31.24s) of
Bengal. Mehsana’s Pooja Patel
had earlier clinched the gold
in Traditional Yogasana with a
total of 62.46 points in the 10-
player final. Maharashtra’s
Chhakuli Selokar (62.34)
bagged the silver while
Karnataka’s Nirmala Kodlikar
(60.58) went home with a
bronze medal. “My father
taught me yoga for health
reasons. But after the
Narendra Modi government
decided to make yogasana a
sport and hold competitions in
it, I decided to compete in these
events and I am very happy
that I could win a gold medal
for my state,” she said. There
was more to celebrate for
Gujarat from the Sardar Patel
Swimming Pool in Rajkot after
Ashna Chevli bagged the silver
medal in 1M Springboard diving
competition.

Developer duped of Rs 9 lakh with
promise of Dubai tour

AHMEDABAD: A 40-year-
old man from the Paldi area
of the city, who runs a realty
development firm, on Friday
filed a complaint with Satellite
police alleging that a tour
developer and his manager
duped him of Rs 8.82 lakh in
the garb of providing a Dubai
tour package for him and his
family. Viren Kadia, a resident
of Banshidhar Society in Paldi,
said in his FIR, that he came
to know about a tour
operating firm named KC
Holidays near Iskcon
Crossroads in August when he
was searching for some
holiday packages for Dubai.

Kadia said that he had
gone to the officer of KC
Holidays in Iskcon commercial
complex where he met the
owner Kiran Chauhan. Kadia
said that Chauhan offered him
a tour package to Dubai for six
nights and seven days.

Chauhan told Kadia that he
would take at least Rs 1 lakh
for each person which will
include hotel stay, meals and
local transportation.

As Kadia was to travel with
his family members, he was
supposed to pay Chauhan Rs
8.82 lakh, mentioned the FIR.
Kadia said that he had paid the
amount through RTGS after
which Chauhan promised him
to send on Dubai tour on
October 23.

Kadia said that he knew
from media recently that
Chauhan and his manager
named Mihir Shah had fled
after taking money from
several people from
Ahmedabad. Kadia said in the
FIR that he had gone to
Chauhan's firm and found it
was locked. Like Chauhan, as
many as 33 others from
different parts of the city had
lost around Rs 12 crore to
Chauhan and Shah,
mentioned the FIR.

Kadia approached Satellite
police and filed a complaint of
breach of trust, cheating and
criminal conspiracy along with
charges of Gujarat Protection
Interest of Depositors Act. The
accused persons are on run,
said officers of Satellite police.

5 caught for 35L loot from
builder’s house

Rajkot: Five people, who confined a builder’s 14-year-old
son in a room and looted cash and valuables worth Rs 35 lakh
from the house were caught while a massive manhunt for two
others, suspected to be in possession of a portion of the booty,
is underway. In less than 24 hours of the sensational loot from
the bungalow in the city’s posh Indira Circle area, police nabbed
the husband-wife duo of Nepal and three others from temple
town Becharaji in Mehsana district late on Thursday night.

The faces of four suspects were captured in the CCTV
cameras and they were widely circulated among cops across
Gujarat. Anil and his wife, natives of Nepal and two others,
were detained. The couple was employed as househelps by
the builder Prabhat Sindhav 45 days ago. “Anil, along with
other suspects, had been plotting to loot a big amount for the
last two or three weeks. It was a pre-planned robbery. He
also involved some other people known to him and kept a
close eye on the activities of the Sindhav family.


