
Colombo/Beijing: A high-tech Chinese re-
search ship docked on Tuesday at the strategi-
cally important Hambantota port China
leased from the Sri Lankan government, days
after Colombo asked Beijing to defer the port
call amidst India’s concern over the vessel’s
presence in its neighbourhood.

The Chinese ballistic missile and satellite
tracking ship ‘Yuan Wang 5’ arrived in the
southern Sri Lankan port of  Hambantota at
8.20 am local time. It will be docked there till
August 22 for replenishment, Sri Lankan offi-
cials said. The ship was originally scheduled to
arrive at the Chinese-run port on August 11 but
it was delayed in absence of  permission by the
Sri Lankan authorities.

Sri Lanka had asked China to defer the visit
amid India’s concerns over it. On Saturday,
Colombo granted the port access to the vessel
from August 16 to 22 on condition that it will
keep the Automatic Identification System
(AIS) switched on within the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ) of  Sri Lanka and no scientif-
ic research to be conducted in Sri Lankan wa-
ters.

Sri Lanka has said that the security clear-
ance was granted from the Ministry of  De-
fence for the visit of  the vessel for replenish-
ment purposes during the stipulated period.

It said no rotation of  personnel would take
place during the port call and the Sri Lankan
government was requested to provide the nec-
essary assistance by the Chinese Embassy in
Colombo.

The security and cooperation in the neigh-
bourhood are of  utmost priority in handling
the issue of  the Chinese vessel Wang Yang 5,
the Sri Lankan Foreign Ministry said in a
statement last week.

The local telecommunications regulatory
authority had issued a No Objection Letter for
the use of  frequencies and communication
equipment subject to non-interference and
non-protection basis.

There were apprehensions in New Delhi
about the possibility of  the vessel’s tracking
systems attempting to snoop on Indian defence
installations while being on its way to the Sri
Lankan port.

China says the ship is used for scientific re-
search, but the US Defense Department says
the ship is under the command of  China’s Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) and is capable of
tracking satellites and missile launches.

China’s Ministry of  Foreign Affairs said on
Tuesday the ship is conducting scientific re-
search “in accordance with international
law.”

It “does not affect the security and econom-
ic interests of  any country, and should not be
interfered with by third parties,” foreign min-
istry spokesman Wang Wenbin said in Beijing.

The ship’s arrival at the Hambantota port
became controversial as China leased the port
from Sri Lanka in 2017 for 99 years after Colom-
bo failed to pay debts related to the construc-
tion of  the facility. PTI
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New Delhi: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday
handed over to the Army a wide
range of  indigenous military
equipment including un-
manned aerial systems and
quick reaction fighting vehi-
cles to crank up its combat ca-
pabilities in eastern Ladakh in
the backdrop of  the prolonged
border face-off  with China.

The other key equipment
that the Army received includ-
ed surveillance hardware, pa-
trolling boats, 'Future Infantry
Soldier as a System', a new anti-
personnel mine 'Nipun', infan-
try protected mobility vehicles,
rugged and automatic commu-
nication system, upgraded
sights system for tanks and ad-
vanced thermal imagers.

The handing over of  the
new equipment was part of  the
government's efforts to en-
hance the combat readiness of
the armed forces in view of  the
military standoff  with Chinese
troops in several friction points
for over two years.

The new boats --Landing

Craft Assault(LCA)--equipped
with advanced surveillance
gadgets and other equipment
are being deployed to keep a
strict vigil over the Pangong
Tso lake in eastern Ladakh.

The 134-km-long lake at an
altitude of  13,900-feet is consid-
ered strategically significant.
China controls around two-
thirds of  the lake. Last year, the
Army had ordered 12 LCA
boats to strengthen its existing
fleets of  vessels. PTI

Rajnath hands over key
military systems to Army

BOOSTING COMBAT CAPABILITY

Hyderabad: In a gift to the
nation on its 75th Indepen-
dence Day, Hyderabad scien-
tists have developed India’s
first 3D-printed cornea and
successfully tested it on a
rabbit. Though it may take
years of  research before the
3D-printed cornea can be
used on humans, the success
in the animal model provi-
des much-needed hope to
those who lost vision thro-
ugh corneal afflictions.

Developed from human
corneal tissue by teams
from LV Prasad Eye Institu-
te, Indian Institute of  Tech-
nology (IIT)-Hyderabad,
and the Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology
(CCMB), the 3D-printed cor-
nea “is completely natural
and does not contain synthe-
tic components. Also, it is
free of  animal residue and
safe for use”. 

Three corneas can be 3D-
printed from each donated
human cornea.

The ‘bio-ink’ (raw mate-
rial) for 3D printing was de-
rived from human donor
corneal tissue. What is inter-
esting is that the bulk of
funds for the research came
from philanthropists.

Dr Sayan Basu and Dr Vi-

vek Singh, who led the rese-
arch team from LV Prasad
Eye Institute, said the tech-
nology will help treat disea-
ses like corneal scarring
(opacity) and keratoconus
(thinning of  cornea). They
said it is the first 3-D printed
human cornea, which is op-
tically and physically sui-
table for transplantation.

“The bio-ink used in the
3D-printed cornea can be
sight-saving for soldiers as it
seals corneal perforation
and prevents infections in
injuries suffered during war
or deployment in remote
areas, where there is no ter-
tiary eye care facility,” said a
researcher.

More than 1.5 million pe-
ople become blind due to cor-
neal issues every year. Cur-

rently, the only remedy is
corneal transplantation.
The technology could help
bridge the gap between de-
mand and supply of  cornea.

“Although corneal sub-
stitutes are being actively re-
searched throughout the
world, they are either ani-
mal-based or synthetic. Pig
or other animal-based pro-
ducts are unacceptable in In-
dia and most parts of  the de-
veloping world due to social
and religious acceptability,”
said one of  the researchers,
explaining how the 3D-prin-
ted cornea is relatively affor-
dable.CCMB senior scien-
tist B Kiran Kumar said it
will be interesting to see
how the bio-printed cornea
will integrate and contribu-
te to vision restoration.

Hyderabad scientists develop
India’s first 3D-printed cornea
Syed.Akbar@timesgroup.com

Though it may take years of
research before the 3D-
printed cornea can be used on
humans, the success in the
animal model provides much-
needed hope to those who
lost vision through corneal
afflictions. Three corneas can
be 3D-printed from each do-
nated human cornea

Bathinda: A year after Taliban
took over power in Afghanistan,
many women and child rights ac-
tivists have started speaking up
about the need to protest the vul-
nerable and marginalized sections
of  war-turn country. Analysing
what has happened in the country
and what steps directly need to be
taken, on Monday some leading Af-
ghan activists, former government
functionaries and even ministers
came together for an online discus-
sion on 'A year of  despair: Women,
peace and security in Afghanistan',
organised by Women' Regional
Network (WRN) and moderated by
WRN board member Zarqa Yaftali. 

"Access to education should be
there across all sectors and in fail-
ing to include women in their dele-
gations, the international commu-
nity is actually emulating and re-
flecting what the Taliban is doing
in its exclusion of  women.Global
implications of  the Afghanistan
crisis is increasing as Taliban have
inspired extremist ideology else-
where; women, girls and minority
groups are being targeted. The only
positive is that ordinary people and

small organisations, networks
have emerged to speak up where
leaders have abrogated their re-
sponsibility," said Sanam Naraghi,
CEO, International Civil Society
Action Network (ICAN). She fur-
ther said that even humanitarian
assistance has not been gender-re-
sponsive or inclusive as Afghan
women, especially peace builders,
were systematically kept out of  the
Doha talks, while vast majority of
Afghans evacuated were men and
women were ignored.

"A year since the fall of  Kabul to
Taliban, the international commu-
nity needs to give heed to the voice
of  Afghan women and recognise
gender apartheid in Afghanistan.

August 15 should be the beginning
of  a renewed international effort to
support human rights defenders in
realizing the end of  Taliban apar-
theid," said Karimi Bennoune. 

"The fall of  Afghanistan was al-
so the fall of  humanity, of  dignity, of
universal human rights. We must
continue to support Afghan civil
society without sidelining local
structures we have built for dec-
ades," said Nargis Nehan, former
Afghan minister of  mines and pet-
roleum. Nargis said she left home
after the Taliban takeover and has
since been a wonderer, a passenger
and a refugee. "Taliban policy is de-
stroying the lives of  women and
girls but I am confident there is a
candle at the end of  the tunnel for
Afghanistan and women," she add-
ed. "The Taliban is also attacking
ethnic and religious minorities.
There are reports of  extrajudicial
detention and killings of  civilians
in various areas of  Afghanistan,
which needs to be resisted,", said
Habiba Sarabi, former member of
peace negotiation team of  Afghan-
istan. 

As per data from UNHCR, there
are over 15,000 refugees from Af-
ghanistan in India. 

Women leaders discuss condition
of women after Taliban takeover

Women leaders discussing condition
of women in Afghanistan
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New Delhi: With just 17 per
cent of  eligible people receiv-
ing the precaution dose of
COVID-19 vaccines till Au-
gust 15, Union Health Minis-
ter Mansukh Mandaviya ap-
pealed to states on Tuesday
to organise vaccination
camps at public places such
as railway stations, airports
and religious sites to boost
the coverage. Mandaviya,
who interacted with the
health ministers of  states

and Union territories vir-
tually, advised them to wide-
ly publicise the availability
of  heterologous precaution
dose of  Corbevax vaccine. He
also urged them to organise
vaccination camps at public
places such as bus stands,
railway stations, airports,
schools/colleges, pilgrim-
age routes and religious sites
to increase the uptake of  pre-
caution dose among the eligi-
ble beneficiaries. PTI

Hold camps for booster doses
at stns: Centre to states

Ghaziabad: Munendra Singh was barking in-
structions to his colleagues on how to fix the ballo-
ons for the flag hoisting ceremony when Ankit Ku-
mar walked into the Nandgram police station.

Ankit sat on a bench calmly and mumbled with a
stoic gesture, “I have killed my wife. The body is at
home.” Stunned, the cops sent a team to his house in
Morti village. Minutes later, Ankit was arrested for
murder.

Around 2am on Monday, the 28-year-old priva-
te firm employee slit the throat of  his wife, Anu, in
her sleep, suspecting her of  being involved in an il-
licit relationship. Anu was six months pregnant.

Ankit and Anu got married in 2016 and had a
daughter, who is four now. But ties between them tur-
ned all the more sour three months ago. TNN

Man slits wife’s throat,
surrenders at police station 

Thane: A 34-year-old woman
police personnel allegedly
committed suicide by hanging
herself in the premises of a
police station in
Maharashtra’s Thane city on
Tuesday, an official said. The
incident took place at
Shreenagar police station

under Wagle Estate division in
the around 1.30 pm, he said.
Police naik Anita Bhimrao
Wavhal was found hanging
with a dupatta around her
neck from the ceiling of a
room allotted for women
personnel of the police
station, the official said. PTI

Lady cop commits suicide at police station in Thane
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