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Israel poll points 
Netanyahu comeback

North Korea fires 
more thaN 20 missiles

seoul

North Korea fired more than 20 mis-
siles Wednesday, including one that land-
ed close to South Korea’s waters in what 
President Yoon Suk-yeol said was “effec-
tively a territorial invasion”.

It also fired an artillery barrage into a 
maritime “buffer zone” that 
experts said was part of  an 
“aggressive and threaten-
ing” response by Pyongyang 
to large-scale joint air drills 
the United States and South 
Korea are conducting.

one short-range ballistic 
missile crossed the North-
ern Limit Line, the de facto 
maritime border, prompting 
a rare warning for residents 
on the island of  Ulleungdo to seek shelter 
in bunkers.

Seoul’s military said it was the “first 
time since the peninsula was divided” at 
the end of  Korean War hostilities in 1953 
that a North Korean missile had landed 
so close to the South’s territorial waters.

one of  the missiles landed in waters 
just 57 kilometres east of  the mainland, 
the military said, calling the incident 
“very rare and intolerable”.

Pyongyang fired a total of  23 missiles 
including seven short-range ballistic mis-
siles and six ground-to-air ones, Seoul’s 
military said. North Korea also conduct-

ed an artillery barrage, fir-
ing into a maritime “buffer-
zone” set up in 2018 in a bid 
to reduce tensions between 
the two countries during an 
ill-fated bout of  diplomacy.

the huge volley of  launch-
es were “provocations 
against South Korean”, said 
Go Myong-hyun, a research-
er at the Asan Institute for 
Policy Studies.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if  they lead up 
to a nuclear test,” added Go Myong-
hyun.

 South Korea, for its part, said it had 
fired three air-to-ground missiles into the 
sea towards the north of  the two coun-
tries’ maritime boundary. 

tel aviv 

ISrAeL’S former prime minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu was poised for a re-
sounding victory on Wednesday as his 
coalition of  right-wing religious parties 
was set to win a comfortable majority in 
the fifth election in four years, an outcome 
that is likely to end the political impasse 
that had paralysed the country.

With some 86 % of  the votes counted, 
the bloc led by 73-year-old Netanyahu was 
seen to be winning 65 seats, a comfortable 
majority in the 120-member Knesset or 
Parliament, but these numbers could 
change a little after the so-called double 
envelope votes are counted.

the Left wing Meretz party, which is 
hovering around the threshold mark but 
is still under it, has traditionally done 
well in these ballots and if  it succeeds to 
cross the line then the Netanyahu bloc 
could get limited to 61-62 mark.

the so-called double-envelope ballots 
cast by members of  security forces, pris-
oners, people with disabilities, diplomats 
serving abroad, and some others remain 
to be counted, election commission sourc-
es said.

the predominantly Arab party, Balad, 
is also close to the threshold mark but 
most of  the analysts are giving it “almost 
no chance” of  making it into the 
Knesset.

the exit polls projected pro-Netanyahu 
parties may win up to 65 seats in the 

120-member Parliament. the alliance 
comprised Netanyahu’s Likud party, far 
right religious Zionism/Jewish Power, 
ultra-orthodox parties Shas and United 
torah Judaism. the outcome would mark 
a stunning comeback for Netanyahu, who 
is currently on trial in three corruption 
cases, after a short stint in opposition.

Israelis voted on tuesday for an un-
precedented fifth time in four years to 
break the political impasse that has para-
lysed the country.

Netanyahu’s Likud party is leading 
with 32 mandates. Yesh Atid remains at 
24 mandates, religious Zionist Party at 
14, and the National Unity Party at 12. 
Shas dropped down to 11 mandates,  
and United torah Judaism is at 8 man-
dates. AP

Right-wing coalition set to win a comfortable majority

Israel’s ex-premier and leader of the Likud party 
Benjamin Netanyahu, with wife address supporters 
at their  campaign headquarters in Jerusalem | AFP

loNDoN

BrItAIN’S new prime min-
ister rishi Sunak on 
Wednesday announced he 
will join the UN climate 
conference in egypt after 
all, having provoked anger 
for refusing to attend the 
global event early into his 
tenure.

Sunak had argued that 
“pressing domestic com-
mitments” would keep him 
away from CoP27 in the 
red Sea resort of  Sharm el-
Sheikh — after inheriting 
an economic crisis from 
predecessor.

But that fuelled doubts 
about Sunak’s interest in 
the planetary emergency, 
and critics said the inexpe-
rienced leader was passing 
up an opportunity to rub 
shoulders with the likes of  
US President Joe Biden and 
european peers. 

“there is no long-term 
prosperity without action 
on climate change. there is 
no energy without invest-
ing in renewables,” on 
twitter.

“that is why I will attend 
@CoP27P next week: to de-
liver on Glasgow’s legacy 
of  building a secure and 
sustainable future.” the 
Scottish city was the venue 
for CoP26 under the leader-
ship of  truss’s predecessor 
Boris Johnson.

sunak to 
attend UN 
Climate 
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