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Dharwad resident 
finishes UK cycling event

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dharwad

A resident of  Dharwad 
Rajkumar Khot, present-
ly working in Bengaluru 
at Siemens Games as a 
senior engineer achieved 
fame by completing the 
London Edinburgh Lon-
don 2022 (LEL 2022) out 
a n d  b a c k  c y c l i n g 
recently.

From India, around 128 
cyclists took part in the 
event and among these, 
Rajkumar stood 4th. It is 
considered as the most 
difficult cycling event as 
participants need to cov-
er the distance of  1,500 
km to complete it in the 
stipulated timing of  128 
hours 20 minutes.

Speaking tto TNIE, 

33-year-old Rajkumar 
said he completed the 
event in 108 hours and 5 
minutes. He had dreamt 
of  achieving it and he 
practised for eight years 
to take part in the event.

“It was a well-organ-
ised event by the LEL 
team and Audax UK with 
over 1,600 participants 
from all over the world 
and I am happy to con-
sider myself  as the first 
resident of  Dharwad to 
complete the event. The 
route was scenic across 
the UK countryside from 
London to Edinburgh 
and back to London. 13 
riders from Bengaluru 
also finished in style, 
proving they are no less 
compared to internation-
al riders,” he added.

K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R  @ Ballari

AS a result of  online classes 
and mobile addiction, more 
than 5,800 students have been 
suffering from eye-related 
problems in Ballari district. 
The health department came 
to know about this during their 
eye check-up drive in schools 
colleges.

After the Covid-19 pandemic 
broke out in the country, 
schools and colleges were de-
clared holidays and to cover 
the pending syllabus, online 
classes were started. For 
over a year, students 
studied via online 
classes only. Parents, 
as they were left with 
no other option, 
bought smartphones 
for their kids. As the 
pandemic came under con-
trol, offline classes resumed 
and the children returned to 
schools. However, their addic-
tion to the electronic gadget 
continued and they did not 
quit using phones. 

Under the aegis of  the blind-
ness programme, the Ballari 
district administration con-
ducted free eye check-up camps 
in many schools and colleges. 
During the drive, around 33,000 
children were checked. In that 
5,800 students have been found 
with eyesight-related prob-
lems. Luckily, most of  these is-
sues are in the initial stage. 

Dr Veerendra Kumar, dis-
trict officer for control of  blind-
ness, said they conducted eye 
check-up camps across the dis-
trict, especially for children 
and youngsters. “We were 
shocked after we found eye-re-
lated problems among 5,800 
children out of  33,000 students. 
It is mainly due to continuous 
watching of  mobile devices,” 
he pointed out. 

“It appears that using mo-
bile phone has become a habit 
among some students. Now 
they are suffering from eye-

related problems. Under 
the blindness control 
programme, we are 
providing free treat-
ment to students and 
providing free medi-

cines and eyeglasses. 
Awareness programmes 

are being held in the district 
to educate the students and 
parents about healthy eyes,” 
he said. 

Raghunath K, a resident of  
Ballari said recently he got his 
eyes checked at the govern-
ment free eye check-up camp. 
His son, who is studying in 9th 
standard, also went with him. 
After finding his eyesight prob-
lem, the doctor suggested him 
not to use mobile phone. “The 
school teachers send few notes 
and chapters on phone and it 
has become unavoidable. We 
are worried about our chil-
dren,” he said.

RISE IN DENGUE CASES  
WORRIES PARENTS IN GADAG

87 confirmed cases and 1,107 suspected cases from mid-July and August

R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  @ Gadag

RISE in dengue cases worries par-
ents in Gadag town and rural areas. 
Gadag witnessed 87 confirmed cases 
and 1,107 suspected cases from mid-
July and August. With the number of  
cases increasing, health officials are 
taking precautions and steps to con-
trol the infection. 

Villagers are rushing to Gadag’s 
private and government hospitals. 
Though many primary health cen-
tres are giving tablets to children, the 
cases of  fever are going up. Many vil-
lagers are complaining that PHCs
are issuing normal paracetamol tab-
lets that are not suitable for dengue 
or suspected dengue, which is why 
cases are increasing. Villagers are 
now rushing to GIMS and some are 
visiting KIMS, Hubballi to be on the 
safer side. 

Villagers in Mundargi taluk are 

apprehensive as the taluk has been 
witnessing more suspected and con-
firmed cases from the last two years 
and 2 dengue deaths were reported in 
a span of  one month at Byalawadagi 
village in 2019. 

Now, health department officials 
have started an awareness campaign 
and are visiting both rural and ur-
ban areas in the district to control 
dengue fever. 

Some parents from Dambal who 
visited GIMS said: “We admitted our 

children to this hospital. Now they 
are recovering. In rural areas, drain-
age systems are in bad condition and 
we are getting incessant rains, which 
can be cited as main reasons for in-
creasing fever cases. Hence we were 
worried and brought our children to 
GIMS.” 

Gadag DHO Jagadish Nuchchin 
said: “We have formed some teams in 
Gadag town and rural parts to keep 
a vigil and health staff  are now visit-
ing every part of  the Gadag to reduce 
the numbers. We have instructed 
taluk officials to check every fever 
case and give proper tablets on a 
timely basis to reduce the risk factor. 
This year, we found 87 confirmed 
cases and all are recovering. We ad-
vise people to keep their house sur-
roundings clean in both cities and 
rural areas and co-operate with 
health officials to control such epi-
demic diseases”.

5.8k kids suffer due to 
eye issues in Ballari

MOBILE PHONE EFFECT

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Teenager rapes minor girl in Hubballi
Hubballi: A minor boy allegedly raped a five-year-old girl in 

Bendigeri police station limits in Hubballi on Monday 
afternoon. According to police, the accused 15-year-old is a 

relative of the victim and both are residents of Gollar Oni in 
the Veerapur area. On Monday afternoon, the boy lured the 

girl with chocolate, took her to the terrace of an anganwadi in 
his locality, where he raped her. After returning home, the 

parents noticed the girl was behaving differently and lodged 
a police complaint with Bendigeri police station. The survivor 

has been admitted to KIMS hospital for treatment.

Two stabbing incidents in Hubballi
Hubballi: Two stabbing incidents have been reported in 
Hubballi on Monday night. In the first incident, over a financial 
issue, Anil Nayak allegedly stabbed Sanman Kabade with a 
knife in Heggeri area in the city. The victim suffered injuries in 
his shoulder and was admitted to the hospital and a case has 
been registered with the Old Hubballi police station. In the 
second incident, auto-rickshaw driver Arbaz Akhtar was 
attacked with a blade by one Irfan over an argument
regarding rickshaw fare. Kasabapet police arrested Irfan and 
the victim is being treated in a hospital.

Rajkumar Khot at London during the event 

Koppal: A thorough, independent judicial probe must be conducted 
into recent group clash that left two killed and one inured on Aug 11 

at Hulihyder village in Kanakagiri taluk of Koppal district, demanded 
federation of progressive forums, during a press meet here on 

Tuesday. Functionaries of the federation alleged that there is a well-
planned conspiracy by vested interests  behind the incident to create 

fear and innocent people including Sanna Hanumanthappa have 
been arrested. They also demanded `50 lakh compensation to 

families of deceased Yankappa Talvar (60) and Bhashasab (22) 
besides ` 25 lakh compensation to Dharmanna, who has been 

hospitalised due to serious injuries during the group clash. ‘False 
cases’ booked against Sanna Hanumantappa and other innocent 
people must be withdrawn and those responsible for the incident 

must be apprehended, they demanded. The federation office-
bearers Clipton D’Zario, D H Poojar, Basavaraj Sheelavanatar, 

Kariyappa Gudimani, Mahantesh Kotbal, Manjunath Doddamani, 
Pamanna Kanakagiri and others were present at the press meet.

Judicial probe demanded 
into group clash in Koppal 
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