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KYIV

Explosions and fires ripped through 
an ammunition depot in Russia-annexed 
Crimea on Tuesday in the second sus-
pected Ukrainian attack on the penin-
sula in just over a week, forcing the evac-
uation of  more than 3,000 people.

Russia blamed the blasts in the village 
of  Mayskoye on an ‘act of  sabotage’ with-
out naming the perpetrators.

separately, the Russian business news-
paper Kommersant quoted local resi-
dents as saying plumes of  black smoke 
also rose over an air base in Crimea’s 
Gvardeyskoye.

Ukraine stopped short of  publicly 
claiming responsibility for any of  the 
blasts, including those that destroyed 
nine Russian planes at another Crimean 
air base last week. Russia seized Crimea 
from Ukraine in 2014 and has used it to 
launch attacks against the country.

if  Ukrainian forces were, in fact, be-
hind the explosions, they would repre-
sent a significant escalation in the war. 
The Kremlin has demanded that Kyiv 
recognise Crimea as part of  Russia as a 
condition for ending the fighting, while 
Ukraine has vowed to drive Moscow’s 
forces from the peninsula on the Black 
sea. Videos posted on social media 
showed thick columns of  smoke rising 
over raging flames in Mayskoye, and a 
series of  explosions could be heard. 

The Russian Defense Ministry said the 
fires damaged a power plant, power lines, 
railroad tracks and apartment buildings. 

Crimea’s regional leader, sergei Aksy-
onov, said two people were injured.

Ukrainian officials warned on Tues-
day that Crimea would not be spared the 
ravages of  war. Rather than a travel des-
tination, “Crimea occupied by Russians 
is about warehouses explosions and high 
risk of  death for invaders and thieves,” 
Ukrainian presidential adviser Mykhai-
lo podolyak said on Twitter.

Russia blamed last week’s explosions 
on an accidental detonation of  muni-
tions, but satellite photos and other evi-
dence—including the dispersed blast 
sites—pointed to a Ukrainian attack, 
perhaps with anti-ship missiles, accord-
ing to military analysts.

A British Defense Ministry intelli-
gence update said vessels in Russia’s 
Black sea Fleet are in an extremely de-
fensive posture in the waters off  Crimea, 
with ships barely venturing out of  sight 
of  the coastline.      AP

Putin blames US for trying to prolong conflict
Russian President Vladimir Putin accused Washington on 
Tuesday of drawing out the war in Ukraine, as explosions 
rocked a Russian military facility on the Kremlin-controlled 
peninsula of Crimea. “The situation in Ukraine shows that the 
US is trying to prolong this conflict,” Putin said at a security 
conference in Moscow. Washington is “using the people of 
Ukraine as cannon fodder”, he said
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CANBERRA

AUsTRAliAn prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese on Tuesday accused his pred-
ecessor scott Morrison of  trashing de-
mocracy after revealing that while Mor-
rison was in power, he took on five 
ministerial roles without the knowledge 
of  most other lawmakers or the public.

Albanese said Morrison had been op-
erating in secret, keeping the Australian 
people in the dark and misleading parlia-
ment over who was in charge of  what 
portfolios.

“This has been government by decep-
tion,” Albanese said.

Adding to revelations first detailed 
over the weekend by news Corp. media, 
Albanese said that between March 2020 
and May 2021, Morrison was appointed 
minister of  health, finance, home af-
fairs, treasury and industry—moves 
which appeared to have given Morrison 
equal powers to the ministers already ap-
pointed to those positions.

“it is completely extraordinary that 
these appointments were kept secret by 
the Morrison government from the Aus-
tralian people,” Albanese told reporters 
in Canberra.

Morrison defended taking on the extra 
portfolios, saying they were a safeguard 
during the pandemic and that he would 
have made the appointments public had 
he needed to use the powers involved.

“sometimes we forget what was hap-
pening two years ago and the situation 
we were dealing with. it was an uncon-
ventional time and an unprecedented 

time,” Morrison said.
He pointed to the coronavirus hospi-

talisation of  the then-British prime min-
ister. “Boris Johnson almost died one 
night,” Morrison said. “We had minis-
ters go down with Covid.”

Morrison used his additional powers 
on at least one occasion, to overturn a 
decision by former minister Keith pitt to 
approve a contentious gas project off  the 
new south Wales coast.

pitt said in a statement he was una-
ware Morrison had joint oversight over 
his ministerial portfolio and that he 
stands by the decisions he made at the 
time. in a more detailed account pub-
lished on Facebook later Tuesday, Mor-
rison wrote that the gas project was the 
only matter he got directly involved with 
and that “i believe i made the right deci-
sion in the national interest.”
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