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Cops follow Shafi’s money trail for more accused
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Kochi

The special investigation team 
(SIT) probing the Elanthoor hu-
man sacrifice case is closely scru-
tinising the financial dealings of  
Mohammed Shafi, the master-
mind behind the crime, to check 
whether more persons are in-
volved in the murders. 

It is also gathering details about 
the pledging of  36 grams of  gold 
by Shafi. There are indications 
that the ornaments, which he 
pledged in a financial firm near 
his rented house in Gandhi Nagar, 
Kochi, were owned by Padmam, 

the lottery seller who was sacri-
ficed by Shafi and couple 
Bhagaval Singh and Laila 
on September 26. 

The police said Shafi 
had collected `1.1 lakh 
from the firm after telling 
them that a woman from 
Tamil Nadu had lent him 
the gold to help with his finan-
cial issues. Padmam hailed from 

Dharmapuri in Tamil Nadu.
Sources said Shafi had 
pledged gold ornaments, 

suspected to be of  the de-
ceased, in several Kochi 
firms. The police said 
they were confident of  re-
covering the jewellery.
The police said they are 

also searching for Shafi’s SUV 
in which he brought the victims to 

Elanthoor from Kochi.
Meanwhile, the SIT searched 

Shafi’s rented house for nearly six 
hours on Friday and recovered pa-
pers of  vehicles he possesses and 
other documents. They also car-
ried out evidence collection at the 
house and the restaurant he ran 
in the city to recover the orna-
ments. Sources said Shafi also 
owns a jeep and had once owned a 
bus. 

The SIT also collected the de-
tailed statement of  his wife Na-
beesa. She said Shafi had given 
her ̀ 40,000 from the money he got 
after pledging the ornaments. 

We are also searching for Shafi’s SUV in which he brought the victims to 
Elanthoor from Kochi. Evidence collection with the other accused in 
Elanthoor will be done in the coming days

—Police

No abnormality in Munugode voter list: HC
Total voters in Munugode as on October 12, 2018 were 2,14,847; the number of electorate rose to 2,38,759 now

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Hyderabad/Nalgonda

A bench, comprising Chief  
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan and Jus-
tice CV Bhaskar Reddy, on 
Friday declared that it found 
no abnormality in the Munu-
gode voters list provided to 
the Telangana High Court.

However, the court ad-
journed further hearing on 
the writ case filed by BJP 
State general secretary Guj-
jala Venkata Krishna Reddy 
to October 21, while instruct-
ing the Election Commission 

of  India (ECI) to submit the 
most recent updated voter 
list.

After reviewing the state-
ment provided by the Chief  
Election Officer, the bench 
concluded that “the total vot-
ers in Munugode as of  Octo-
ber 12, 2018 were 2,14,847, and 
as of  October 11, 2022, this 
number has increased to 
2,38,759. This increase, the 
b e n ch  r u l e d ,  w a s  n o t 
unusual.

Avinash Desai, standing 
counsel for the ECI, submit-
ted a signed statement of  the 

Chief  Electoral Officer of  Te-
langana and informed the 
court that pursuant to Section 
23(3) of  the Representation of  
the Peoples Act, the electoral 
list for Munugode will be fro-
zen on Friday, the last day of  
filing of  nominations.

As per the CEO’s statement, 
the authorities received a to-
tal of  25,013 Form 6 applica-
tions, of  which 7,247 were re-
jected and 12,249 approved. As 
of  October 11, 2022, a total of  
5,517 Form 6 applications 
were pending. Also, 2,142 
Form 8 applications were re-

ceived, of  which 1,813 were 
rejected and 239 accepted and 
182 were pending.

B Rachana, counsel for the 
petitioner, told the court that 
the authorities were not ad-
hering to the Registration of  
Electors Rules-1960. She point-
ed out that as per Rule 10, the 
registration officer shall make 
available the draft electoral 
roll for inspection at his office 
as soon as it is ready.

After hearing counsel, Jus-
tice Bhuyan asked: “What or-
der do you want? Do you wish 
to put the elections on hold or 

freeze the voter list? Those in-
dividuals are not before us; 
you are requesting that they 
be removed from the voter 
list; we cannot do so; your de-
cency has been recorded, and 
the writ petition is still ongo-
ing. If  you win by a large mar-
gin, that may be the end; if  
you lose by a small margin, we 
will look into it.”

Meanwhile, there was a 
flood of  nominations filed for 
the Munugode byelection on 
Friday, the last day. As many 
as 129 candidates turned up to 
file nominations.

BJP candidate Komatireddy Raj Gopal Reddy’s election campaign in Nampally mandal on Friday; TPCC President A Reventh Reddy addresses a gathering at Chandur |  EXPRESS

Uppal man, 
son hacked 
to death

‘Honour’ killing: 
Girl’s father 
confesses to 
killing boy

E XPR   E SS   N E WS   S E RVIC    E 
@ Hyderabad

Brutal and bloody murder of  
a father and son duo in the ear-
ly hours of  Friday shattered 
the morning peace of  Sai Ha-
numan Nagar in Uppal. The 
masked assailants came out of  
the hostel building located 
right opposite side of  the vic-
tims’ house and hacked 73-year-
old Narasimhula Narasimha 
Murthy to death while he was 
sitting outside in the early 
hours. The murder happened 
in a flash even as the horror-
struck maid servant of  the vic-
tim watched. She was threat-
ened by the men who appeared 
to be in murderous mood. 

His son Srinivas, 45, came 
out running upon hearing the 
commotion and tried to catch 
one of  the killers. But he, too, 
was slaughtered by the two 
men.  A senior police official 
said, “The incident took place 
at around 5:30 am when Nar-
asimha Murthy was sitting out-
side his house and the maid 
was sweeping the courtyard. 
The assailants fled the spot im-
mediately after murdering the 
father and son.”

A dog squad was pressed into 
service to catch the culprits. 
The footage of  the CCTV cam-
eras in the surrounding areas 
were checked.

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Sangareddy

Police investigating the death 
of  18-year-Sappari Sivakumar, 
a resident of  Patancheru who 
is suspected to have been mur-
dered in an ‘honour’ killing 
case and his body thrown into 
the flood canal of  Musi river in 
Hyderabad, have arrested a to-
tal of  four accused, including 
three members of  the girl’s 
family.

Speaking to the media, Pa-
tancheru DSP S Bheem Reddy 
said that girl’s father Marka 
Balaperu admitted to killing Si-
vakumar. The family did not 
like the fact their daughter and 
Sivakumar, who belongs to a 
different caste, were in love.  

“We have taken girl’s father 
Marka Balaperu, mother Balak-
ishtamma, brother Marka 
Anand and their accomplice V 
Balakrishna into custody on 
Thursday. Anand’s wife Leela 
is absconding,” the DSP said.

Revealing the case details, he 
said that Shivakumar, original-
ly from Koder village in Nagar-
karnool district, was residing 
in Patancheru along with his 
parents from some time. He 
was in love with a young wom-
an, who is also from Koder, and 
her parents were residing in 
Bolakpura, Hyderabad. 

`1,082-crore cable-stay-cum-suspension 
bridge to link Andhra-Telangana temples
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Hyderabad

Almost two-decade-old dream 
of  the people living on either side 
of  Krishna river separating Tel-
angana and Andhra Pradesh is 
soon going to be a reality as the 
Centre has approved the construc-
tion of  Somasila-Siddheshwaram 
cable-stay-cum-suspension bridge 
at a cost of  ` 1,082.56-crore. The 
bridge will not only improve the 
road connectivity between the two 
States, but will also significantly 
reduce the travel time.

The demand for the bridge came 
after a tragic incident on January 
19, 2007, when a boat from four vil-
lages in Kurnool district to the 
Laxminarasimha Swamy temple 
jatara in Singotam on Telangana 
side of  the river, capsized  
resulting in the death of  61 
passengers. 

YS Rajasekhara Reddy, the then 
chief  minister of  the erstwhile 
AP, had sanctioned ` 50 crore for 
construction of  a bridge, but his 
untimely death, coupled with po-
litical uncertainty later, had left 
the project in cold storage. 

Even though his successor N 
Kiran Kumar Reddy had sanc-
tioned ̀  250 crore later, the project 
couldn’t take off. After the forma-
tion of  Telangana, the State gov-
ernment sanctioned ` 190 crore, 

but the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment did not show any interest in 
the project. 

It was only since 2018, the bar-
riage became an election issue in 
Kollapur Assembly constituency 
in Nagarkurnool district, as it is 
not only a road connectivity issue, 
but also has a cultural aspect to it, 
as the people on both sides of  the 
river, though geographically sepa-
rated, have family connections. 
What further fuelled the demand 
was the tourism potential due to 
the presence of  Srisailam reser-

voir and Nallamala forest in 
Kollapur. 

The Centre had sanctioned ` 
1,700 crore by extending the 122 
km highway to connect Ka-
lwakurthy and Kollapur in Telan-
gana, to Atmakur and Nandyal in 
AP . With the construction of  the 
bridge which forms part of  the 
highway, the total distance be-
tween Hyderabad and Tirupathi 
is expected to be reduced by 80 
km, and would relieve those trav-
elling to Nandyal from going via 
Kurnool. 

d o u b l e - d e c k e r  p l a n e

Jumbo of aviation lands on Bengaluru soil
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Bengaluru

On Friday evening, the world’s 
largest passenger aircraft, which 
flew in from Dubai, touched down 
at the Kempegowda International 
Airport with 231 passengers on 
board at 3.37 pm, creating an ep-
ochal moment in aviation history. 
The superjumbo Airbus A380 flew 
announced its arrival in Bengalu-
ru with a big group of  Emirates 
staff  on board. The commercial 
launch will start on October 30.

Flight EK 562 took three-and-a-
half  hours to complete its journey 
from Dubai International Airport, 
landing smoothly on the 
Southern Runway of  KIA. 
BIAL airport operator ac-
corded a “follow me” wel-
come with three yellow 
cars guiding the flight to 
the parking lot.

Bengaluru will be only the 
second airport after Mumbai to 
have received this Superjumbo 
flight with a seating capacity of  

493, which is 45 per cent more 
than the Boeing 777. Speaking 
about its salient features, an Emir-

ates spokesperson said, “The 
gigantic aircraft is 72.7m 
long, weighs over 510 
tonnes and stands at 24.1m 
tall.”  

Dr Ahmed Abdel Rah-
man AlBanna, UAE ambas-

sador to India flew in from 
New Delhi to welcome the Airbus 
which had on board Adnan Kaz-
im, Chief  Commercial Officer, 

Emirates and Ahmed Khoory, 
Senior vice-president of  Commer-
cial Operations, West Asia and In-
dian Ocean. Co-operation Minis-
ter ST Somashekhar and BIAL 
CEO Hari Marar were present.

The first class section has a 
shower spa, mini bar, a big screen 
in front which can be operated 
from the seat. The flight departed 
at 6.40pm from Bengaluru. Emir-
ates was unable to specify the 
number of  passengers on the re-
turn leg.

HMDA officials 
penalised for  
delay in building 
permissions
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Hyderabad

The State Government slapped 
penalty on six officials of  the Hy-
derabad Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority (HMDA) and also 
instructed the district Collectors 
concerned to impose penalty on 
33 other officials, that include Mu-
nicipal Commissioners and 27 
scrutiny officers who delayed the 
p r o c e s s  o f  T S - b PA S S 
applications. 

The Government has enacted 
TS-bPASS Act 2020 for getting has-
sle free building permissions on-
line and to facilitate building ap-
proval process for citizens in an 
objective and time-bound manner.  
It has come to the notice of  the 
Government that there is an ex-
treme delay by some of  the offic-
ers in processing of  applications 
in the Municipalities, Municipal 
Corporations and HMDA. The 
State Government is reviewing 
the performance of  different of-
ficials regularly and imposing 
penalties on erring officials, the 
order said. 

So far, penalties have been lev-
ied six times since commence-
ment of  TS-bPASS in 2020.

Approach road works of a cable bridge under progress in Karimnagar |  EXPRESS

The Telangana State government may soon 
adopt a policy on production of ethanol. 
According to sources, the government received 
as many as eight applications for production.

ethanol 
policy


