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Syria’s first major cholera outbreak in over a decade has 
killed seven people and infected more than 50, the 
health ministry said, amid widespread damage to water 
treatment infrastructure

A second US death was linked to monkeypox as health 
authorities published a study describing how two 
previously healthy young men experienced inflammation 
of the brain and spinal cord as a result of the virus
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Tourism project threatens 
the remains in Mexico cave
A prehistoric human skeleton has been found in a cave system 
that was flooded at the end of the last ice age 8,000 years ago, 
according to a cave-diving archaeologist on Mexico’s Caribbean coast
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Finding the shattered skull
Octavio Del Rio said he and fellow diver Peter 
Broger saw the shattered skull and skeleton 
partly covered by sediment in a cave near where 
the Mexican government plans to build a high-
speed tourist train through the jungle

Investigating the site
Del Rio said Tuesday that institute archaeologist 
Carmen Rojas told him that the site was 
registered and would be investigated by the 
institute’s Quintana Roo state branch Holocene 
Archaeology Project

Over 8K
year old skull
Given the distance from the cave 
entrance, the skeleton couldn’t have 
gotten there without modern diving 
equipment, so it must be over 
8,000 years old, archaeologist 
Octavio Del Rio said, referring to era 
when rising sea levels flooded caves

8 metre 
underwater
“There it is. We don’t know if the 
body was deposited there or if that 
was where this person died,” said 
Del Rio. He said that the skeleton 
was located about 8 metre 
underwater, about a half-kilometre  
into the cave system

Caves 
threatened 
by tourism 
project

Some of the oldest 
human remains in North 
America have been 
discovered in the sinkhole 
caves known as “cenotes” 
on the country’s 
Caribbean coast, and 
experts say some of those 
caves are threatened by 
the Mexican government’s 
Maya Train tourism 
project

Notifying 
the institute

Del Rio, who has 
worked with the 

National Institute 
of Anthropology 

and History on 
projects in the 

past, said he had 
notified the 

institute of the 
discovery

One more chance 
left for appeal
The bundle contained 11 apps, 
including YouTube, Maps and 
Gmail, but the regulators 
focused on the three that had 
the biggest market share. 
These include Google Search, 
Chrome and the company’s 
Play Store for apps. Google 
still has one more chance to 
appeal the decision but only 
on points of law to the EU 
Court of Justice, the bloc’s 
highest court. It didn’t say 
whether it would do so.

Google suffers setback as 
EU court upholds $4B fine

Disappointed with the decision, the tech giant says that Android has 
created more choice for everyone and supports thousands of businesses

tech

LONDON:  A top court largely 
rejected Google’s appeal of  a 
record European Union anti-
trust fine imposed for throt-
tling competition and reducing 
consumer choice through the 
dominance of  its mobile An-
droid operating system. It 
marks another win for EU reg-
ulators taking a global lead in 
controlling the power of  big 
tech companies.

The European Court of  Jus-
tice’s General Court mostly 
confirmed a 2018 decision by 
the EU’s executive Commission 
to slap Google with a fine of  
more than $3.99 billion.

“In order better to re-
flect the gravity and du-
ration of  the infringe-
ment,” it’s appropriate 
to give Google a fine of  
4.125 billion euros, the 
court said. That’s slight-
ly lower than the original 
4.34 billion euro penalty, with 
the court saying its reasoning 
differed “in certain respects” 
from the commission’s.

“We are disappointed that 
the Court did not annul the de-
cision in full,” Google said in a 
statement. “Android has creat-
ed more choice for everyone, 
not less, and supports thou-

sands of  successful businesses 
in Europe and around the 
world.”

The company has previously 
argued that free and open-
source Android has resulted in 
low-cost phones and driven 
competition with its chief  ri-
val, Apple. Android is the most 
popular mobile operating sys-
tem, beating even Apple’s iOS.

The complainants welcomed 
the decision as it confirmed 
that Google “can no longer im-
pose its will on phone makers”, 
said Thomas Vinje, a lawyer 
representing the industry 
group FairSearch, whose origi-
nal complaint launched the 

case in 2013.  “This shows the 
European Commission 

got it right,” he added.
The fine is one of  

three antitrust penal-
ties totaling over $8 bil-
lion that the European 

Commission slapped on 
Google between 2017 and 

2019, putting the 27-nation bloc 
at the forefront of  the global 
push to rein in tech giants.

Since then, the commission 
has widened its crackdown on 
digital giants with more anti-
trust investigations targeting 
Amazon, Apple and Facebook 
and sweeping new rules aimed 
at clamping down on firms.

Google exhibit shows off a variety of 
devices with Google Assistant |  AP

Health groups call  
for fossil fuel treaty
climate

PARIS: Around 200 health organisations and more than 
1,400 health professionals on Wednesday called for gov-
ernments to establish a binding international treaty on 
phasing out fossil fuels, which they said pose “a grave 
and escalating threat to human health”.

A letter proposing the “fossil fuel non-proliferation 
treaty” said it could work similarly to the WHO’s Frame-
work Convention on Tobacco Control—except this time 
the harmful controlled substances would be coal, oil and 
gas. 

The WHO was among the health organi-
sations from around the world who signed 
the letter. “The modern addiction to fos-
sil fuels is not just an act of  environmen-
tal vandalism. From the health perspec-
tive, it is an act of  self-sabotage,” WHO 

chief  Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said.

The letter called on national governments to 
develop and implement a legally binding mechanism that 
would immediately stop all future fossil fuel expansion, 
as well as phasing out existing production.

It emphasised that the transition should be carried out 
in “a fair and equitable manner,” and that high-income 
countries should support lower-income nations to ensure 
the change “reduces poverty rather than exacerbating 
it”.

The letter also pointed to the heightened health risks 
faced by the workers who extract, refine, transport and 
distribute fossil fuels and related products.

DR Congo fishers 
pin hopes on tourism 

as stocks dwindle
CULTURE

KISANGANI: Fishermen perch precariously on wooden 
scaffolds stretching over turbulent rapids in northeast-
ern Democratic Republic Congo, hauling up wicker bas-
kets in the hope of  catching tilapia or a Nile perch—a 
time-honoured practice now threatened by overfishing.

Basket fishing was once the lifeblood of  the Wagenya 
community, feeding them handsomely on a section of  the 
mighty Congo River close to Kisangani, a city in Tshopo 
province. But fish numbers have dwindled in recent years 
and the fishermen see little help from the government.

Many people, like 16-year-old student Kalimo, get by 
selling handcrafted dioramas of  traditional Wagenya life 
to the few tourists who visit the impoverished area. 

“It helps me to pay for school,” said the teenager, who 
was selling wooden models of  small stick men holding 
large fish, for $10. Kalimo, whose father is a fisherman, 
wants to become an engineer. On top of  the problems 
with fish, the Wagenya—split between three main clans 
and five sub-clans are bickering among themselves. The 
position of  traditional chief, who serves as an intermedi-
ary between the community and the government, is un-
filled because of  factional infighting. Augustin Tangausi, 
a fisherman pointed to what he calls the ‘small fishery’ 
by the rapids, which are known as the Wagenya Falls. 

Wooden poles are wedged into holes in the rocks and 
tied together with lianas to form scaffolds. Baskets are 
then dropped from the scaffolding into the roaring cur-
rents to trap fish. “There were installations everywhere 
before,” says Tangausi. “But now there are hardly any”. 

The government once subsidised maintenance of  the 
elaborate scaffolds, he said, but stopped doing so over a 
decade ago.
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