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Education Minister Botcha Satyanarayana holding a meeting with chairmen and secretaries of Zilla Grandhalaya
Samsthas in Tadepalli on Wednesday

4,000 digital libraries
to come up in State
HANS NEWS SERVICE
TADEPALLI (GUNTUR

DISTRICT)

EDUCATION Minister Botcha
Satyanarayana has said the gov-
ernment would set up 4,000 digi-
tal libraries in the State and these
libraries would be connected to
the village/ward secretariats.

Botcha Satyanarayana con-
ducted a meeting with the chair-
man and secretaries of the Zilla
Grandhalayams on Wednesday
in Tadepalli and discussed the
need for setting up digital li-
braries.

He asked the chairmen of the
Zilla Grandhalaya Samsthas to
take initiative for setting up digi-
tal libraries in the State. He said
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan

Reddy was keen on setting up of
libraries in the State. 

He said the libraries should be
available to the students. He said
the chairmen would get good
recognition if they work towards
development of the libraries. He
asked the chairmen to send the
proposals for the upgradation
and repairs of libraries to the
government for approval.

Education department special
chief secretary B Rajasekhar
urged the chairpersons of the
Zilla Grandhalayams to create
interest among people particu-
larly the students in reading.

l Education Minister
Botcha Satyanarayana
asks chairmen of Zilla
Grandhalaya Samsthas
to take the initiative to
set up new libraries

l These libraries should be
made available to the
students

Centre for Amaravati as capital: Union Minister
HANS NEWS SERVICE

VIJAYAWADA

UNION Minister of State for Social
Justice and Empowerment A
Narayana Swamy has said the
Union government desires that
Amaravati should be developed as
the capital of Andhra Pradesh. 

Stating that everyone has agreed
that Amaravati is the capital of AP,
he suggested that the State govern-
ment extend cooperation for the
development of the capital. The
Union Minister on Wednesday in-
spected the Vijayawada bypass na-
tional highway works at Gollapudi.
The bypass connects Guntur and
NTR districts passing via Golla-
pudi.

Speaking on the occasion,
Narayana Swamy said the Central
government has sanctioned All In-
dia Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) to Amaravati as it is the
capital of the State. Referring to the
bypass road, he said the capital re-
gion of Amaravati would be devel-
oped with completion of Vi-
jayawada bypass works. The

Minister also inspected the bridge
being constructed on River Krishna
connecting the two districts near
Gollapudi.

Narayana Swamy felt the devel-
opment works of the State should
not be hampered due to the deci-

sions of the government. He sug-
gested that the State government
continue the development works.
He spoke to the local residents in
Gollapudi and explained that the
development works were being
taken up by the Union government

in Amaravati region and across the
country. BJP State general secretary
V Suryanarayana Raju, district BJP
president B Sriram, State secretary
Paturi Nagabhushanam and other
leaders accompanied the Union
Minister.

Suggests to the State government to take measures for the development of the capital

Union Minister A Narayana Swamy during an inspection of Gollapudi Outer Ring Road and Krishna river cross bridge works in
Vijayawada on Wednesday  Photo: Ch V Mastan

Man kills wife,
nine-month-old

daughter

HANS NEWS SERVICE
RENIGUNTA (TIRUPATI

DISTRICT) 
In a gruesome incident, Kumar (23), a
resident of ST Colony of Guravaraju Palli
in Renigunta mandal, killed his wife Pa-
vani (19) and nine-month-old baby girl
Amrutha and threw them into a major
drain. 

The incident happened last Saturday
but came to light only on Wednesday. 

According to DSP Ramachandra, Ku-
mar got married to Pavani two years
back after they fell in love and they had
a girl child. However, subsequently Ku-
mar developed an extramarital relation-
ship with another woman in Nagari. He
hatched a plan to kill his wife and daugh-
ter in order to marry the other woman.

He took his wife and child on last Sat-
urday evening (September 10) to a canal
into which drain water from Tirupati
flows on the pretext of catching fish and
there he killed his wife by beating her
brutally on the head with a stick. She
died on the spot.

After pushing her body into the canal,
he also threw the child into the canal
and returned to his house. 

The police took up investigation based
on a complaint from Pavani’s parents and
arrested Kumar who has reportedly con-
fessed to committing the ghastly crime.
Police recovered Pavani’s body from the
canal and sent it for post-mortem to Ruia
Hospital. Search is on to trace the child’s
body in the canal as the flow is heavy.

Ex-Araku MP, hubby get 
5-yr jail for bank fraud 

VIJAYAWADA: A CBI court in Hyder-
abad on Wednesday sentenced for-
mer Member of Parliament from
Andhra Pradesh, Kothapalli Geetha,
her husband P Ramakoteshwara Rao
and two bank officials to five years
imprisonment in a bank fraud case.

Geetha, a former member of Lok
Sabha from Araku, and others were
arrested and shifted to Chanchal-
guda central jail. Sentencing them
for cheating the Punjab National
Bank to the tune of Rs 42.9 crore,
the court also imposed a fine of Rs 1
lakh each on Geetha and her
husband.

The former MP was
charged with cheat-
ing the bank by sub-
mitting false docu-
ments to obtain
loan for
Visweswara Infra-
structure Pvt Ltd
(VIPL).

Ramakoteshwara Rao
is managing director of the
company. The company also di-
verted the loan for purposes other
than it was sanctioned for.

The CBI had filed the charge sheet
against them in 2015.

The others con-
victed and sen-
tenced are B K
Jayaprakasam,
then branch man-
ager of Mid Cor-
porate Branch of

PNB, and K K Ar-
avindakshan, then

general manager, PNB
head office. Geetha was

elected to Lok Sabha from Araku in
2014 on the ticket of YSRCP. In 2018,
she floated political party Jana Ja-
gruti. She later joined the BJP and
merged her party with it. (IANS)

CBI afraid of taking up
probes in AP, says TDP

HANS NEWS SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

THE Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) is not fair in
taking up investigation of the
cases in Andhra Pradesh, al-
leged TDP politburo member
Varla Ramaiah here on
Wednesday.

Ramaiah told media per-
sons at the state party head-
quarters that earlier the police
were a bit scared of the CBI
officers and now, after the YS-
RCP came to power, it is the
other way round. The law and
order machinery in the state is
totally non-cooperative to the
CBI but still the Central inves-
tigative agency is unable to
initiate any action against the
local police, he added.   

In fact, a sort of fear psy-
chosis is gripping the CBI offi-
cials in the state and the Cen-
tral agency officers are
frightened of the local police,
he said adding that this kind
of situation is prevalent in the
state after Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy has become the Chief
Minister. There is no clarity in
the CBI probe into the alleged
murder of Jagan Mohan
Reddy's paternal uncle,
Vivekananda Reddy, the TDP
leader said.

Though the CBI officials are

well aware of those
persons involved in
the murder of
Vivekananda, but
are unable to take
them into custody
due to the reasons
known to everyone,
Ramaiah felt.
Whenever the CBI
gets ready to take
into custody those
behind the murder
of Vivekananda Reddy, each
time the Chief Minister rushes
to New Delhi and then the
CBI does not move forward
for some unknown reasons, he
observed.

“I think for the first time in
the history of the state, cases
are being registered against
the CBI. If this is the system in
Andhra Pradesh one can eas-
ily imagine what will be the
future of the state,” he main-
tained. 

There were several in-
stances wherein great person-
alities, even the chief minis-
ters were jailed and none
other the former prime minis-
ter, late Indira Gandhi was im-
prisoned for 14 times. Now,
the situation is totally differ-
ent and the Chief Minister is
dictating terms to the CBI. If
Jagan orders not to take into
custody a particular person,

the CBI
ceremoni-
ously is
following
his orders,
the TDP
politburo
member
alleged. 

He said
the DGP
should or-
der the lo-

cal police personnel to extend
cooperation to the CBI to in-
vestigate the case and the per-
sons responsible for the mur-
der be brought to book
immediately.

l Party politburo
member Varla
Ramaiah remarks
that earlier people
used to shiver on
hearing the name of
CBI but now it is
other way round in
AP as CBI officials are
frightened by AP
police 

l Questions delay in
arresting the key
accused in Viveka
murder case 

l Kothapalli Geetha,
husband
Ramakoteshwara Rao
arrested, sent to
Cherlapalli central jail 

l CBI court sentences
them for cheating
Punjab National Bank
to the tune of Rs 42.9 cr 

l Along with them, two
PNB officials have also

been convicted 

Varla Ramaiah

Former minister Narayana gets anticipatory bail 
VIJAYAWADA

THE Andhra Pradesh High Court on
Wednesday granted anticipatory
bail to former minister Ponguru
Narayana in a case relating alleged
irregularities in sale of assigned
lands in the Amaravati region. In an
interim order on a petition by
Narayana, the court barred the CID
from arresting him for three months.
The TDP leader had filed the petition
seeking anticipatory bail on health
grounds, telling the court that he
may have to travel abroad for med-
ical treatment. This came a day af-
ter the Special Investigation Team of
CID probing the case arrested five
close aides of Narayana.

The CID arrested Kolli Sivaram, an
employee of Ramakrishna Housing

Ltd, Gattem Venkatesh,
Chikkala Vijaya Saradhi,
K K Dora Babu and Bade
Anjaneyulu under vari-
ous sections of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC),
the SC and ST (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act,
and the Prevention of
Corruption Act. Accord-
ing to the CID, the accused commit-
ted various irregularities in the pur-
chase of 1,100 acre in villages in
Amaravati region.

The case was registered in 2020
on a complaint by Y Prasad Kumar.
As then municipal administration
and urban development minister,
Narayana had allegedly orches-
trated the illegal purchase of as-
signed land in the capital city area,

using his own relatives
and acquaintances as
benami transactions, it
said. Assigned lands
are the lands allotted
by the government to
the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes
and as per the rules,
they can’t be purchased

or sold. The investigating team
claimed that the then minister ig-
nored the findings of then Guntur
collector Kantilal Dande and then
CRDA commissioner Cherukuri
Sreedhar The CID claimed to have so
far unearthed a financial trail of Rs
15 crore from the accused to the
family members of Narayana
through the bank accounts of Ra-
makrishna Housing Ltd.

P Narayana

According to police, the accused
Kumar (23) committed the ghastly

crime to marry another woman

Security arrangements being made for the Assembly session beginning on Thursday

Speaker, Council chairman appeal
for smooth conduct of session

HANS NEWS SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

ASSEMBLY Speaker Tammineni Sitaram
and Legislative Council chairman Moshen
Raju during a  meeting with secretaries of
various departments asked them to extend
cooperation for conducting the session suc-

cessfully by furnishing information to the
member who raised questions in the
Houses. Speaking on the occasion, Legisla-
tive Council chairman Moshen Raju said
officials are yet to furnish the details to the
questions posed by members in previous
session of the Council. He said the respon-
sibility of furnishing information lies on
officials. Officials should take initiative to
pay medical bills for former MLCs and in
distributing medicines at their doorstep, he
said. He asked the director general of police
K V Rajendranath Reddy to provide neces-
sary police bandobust for the session.

Assembly Speaker Tammineni Sitaram
said the present Assembly session gained
importance and officials should furnish
complete information to the members.

Government chief whip M Prasada Raju,
chief coordinator Srikanth Reddy, DGP Ra-
jendranath Reddy, Legislature secretary P
Balakrishnamacharyulu, Legislative Council
OSD K Satyanarayana Rao and other offi-
cials were present.

Assembly Speaker Tammineni Sitaram and Legislative Council chairman Moshen Raju hold a meeting with secretaries of various departments, DGP and other
officials on the arrangements for Assembly session, at Assembly Committee hall in Velagapudi on Wednesday

l Ask secretaries of various
departments to furnish
information for questions posed
by members during the session 

l Council chairman points out
that information sought by
members during the last session
has not yet been provided 

l DGP asked to provide adequate
security for the session 

Pola Bhaskar
takes 

charge 
as GAD secy 
HANS NEWS SERVICE

VIJAYAWADA

SENIOR IAS officer
Pola Bhaskar assumed
charge as GAD secre-
tary. Members of APJAC
Amaravati met the offi-
cial at secretariat on
Wednesday and urged
him to recognise associ-
ations of some depart-
ments which are work-
ing to solve the issues of
employees.

The association lead-
ers appealed to the offi-
cials to extend coopera-
tion to solve the
demands of employees
associations on various
issues.

APJAC Amaravati
leaders Bopparaju
Venkateswarlu, K Suren-
dra, G Praveenkumar
Reddy and others were
present.

Kothapalli 
Geetha


