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B
harathiar University (BU) is 
planning to tap the online po-
tential to mop up revenue, 
which is affected by a restric-
tion on conducting distance 

education programmes.
To start with, BU authorities have 

decided to offer six online programmes 
for students across the globe. The cours-
es are expected to yield more admissions 
and provide better coaching, com-
pared to the distance education 
courses.

Until last year, the univer-
sity was admitting students to 
the open and distance learning 
programmes and generating Rs20 
crore per year. However, it sus-
pended the admission process 
for the same this year, as 
approval wasn’t ob-
tained from the Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGC).

R Muthukrishnan, director, school 
of  distance education, said UGC had 
permitted BU to offer two undergradu-
ate and four postgraduate programmes 
online. “Applications for these pro-
grammes will be received till November 
15. Online classes will commence by the 
middle of  December.”

Career counsellors and academi-
cians are, however, apprehensive of  the 
value of  online degree certificates in the 
job market.

Kishore Chandran, director of  an HR 
consulting firm in Coimbatore, said most 
of  the firms were refraining from hiring 
candidates with online degrees. “The 
trend of  skipping online graduates is 
common after the pandemic, as their 
quality and skills are under question. 
Firms are hiring candidates based on 
their qualification, the institution they 
studied, whether it was a full-time or 
online course and their skills.” He said 
the online learning mode was successful 

abroad.
K Pandiyan, former president of  

the Association of  University 
Teachers, said the online and the 
open and distance learning modes 
were considered as dilution to the 

regular offline teaching mode.
Muthukrishnan, mean-

while, said UGC had on No-
vember 2 notified that 
the degrees obtained 
through the online and 

the open and distance learning modes 
were equivalent to the degrees obtained 
through the conventional mode.

“UGC has come up with a schedule 
for the hours to be spent on teaching 
students online and preparing them for 
exams for each semester. We will appoint 
a programme mentor to monitor the 
activities. Likewise, a mentor will be ap-
pointed for every 250 students to give 
them special attention. We will utilize 
our faculty members to conduct online 
classes,” he said.

The open and distance 
learning programmes 

will benefit the working class 
who want to study | OFFICIAL 
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T he school of  distance educa-
tion at the Bharathiar Univer-
sity is planning to write to the 

University Grants Commission 
(UGC), seeking approval to run the 
open and distance learning pro-
grammes from the next academic 
year (2023-24).

A source with the university said 
they would approach UGC in this 
regard after obtaining consent from 
the syndicate.

The admissions to the open and 
distance learning programmes were 
deferred by the university this year 
because of  the delay in obtaining 
UGC’s approval. The source said the 
programmes were popular with the 
working class, who were eager to 
pursue higher education at an afford-
able cost.

The source said the university 
was earning Rs60 crore revenue from 
the distance education programmes 
until half  a decade ago. However, the 
revenue dropped to Rs20 crore after 
the university withdrew some pro-
grammes.

P Thirunavukkarasu, state pres-
ident, Association of  University 
Teachers, said, “The open and dis-
tance learning programmes will 
benefit several candidates, who want 
to pursue higher education without 
resigning their jobs. The university 
should resume admissions to the 
programmes after obtaining UGC’s 
approval.”

Univ to seek UGC 
nod for open & 

distance courses

BU plans to mop up revenue 
by offering online courses

To Offer Six Online Programmes For Students Across The Globe

THE WAY 
AHEAD 

Programmes 
to be offered 
online

BBA

BA English 
Literature

MCom

MA 
Economics

MA Tamil 
Literature

MA English 
Literature

Fee structure

Who is eligible

Fact sheet

UG programmes

`49,800
for three years, 
excluding 
exam fees

PG programmes

`44,000
for two years, 
excluding 
exam fees

Each subject will 
be taught for 120 
hours per 
semester

A 12-
hour live 
session will be 
conducted on 
each subject

Remaining 
hours will 

be 
utilized 
for 

making 
video content, text 
materials and self-
assessment

Any candidate 
with a valid higher 
secondary and 
undergraduate 
certificate 
can enrol 
for the 
online 
learning 
programmes
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Namakkal: The state go-
vernment’s public audit
committee has sought ex-
planations from the trans-
port department on spen-
ding `̀1.67 crore to carry
out vehicle census during
the 2013-14 financial year,
citing a CAG report.

Chairman of  the com-
mittee K Selvaperuntha-
gai, who carried out in-
spections in the district
along with other members
of  the panel on Wednesday,
said the amount spent on
the census could have been
avoided. A report will be
submitted in this regard to
the state government after
getting the explanations
from the department, he
said.

Earlier, Selvaperun-
thagai inspected the new
government medical colle-
ge. The hospital was not
shifted to the new building
as the drinking facility is
yet to be provided.

“Water connection will
be provided as early as pos-
sible,” he assured. The
committee also chaired a
meeting with the district
officials at the collectorate
the same evening. District
collector Shreya P Singh,
SP Sai Charan Thejaswi
and other officials accom-
panied the committee. TNN

Audit panel seeks
explanation from

transport dept

Coimbatore: Union mini-
ster of  state for education
Subhas Sarkar on Wednesday
said the state government
was following salient featu-
res of  the National Education
Policy (NEP) and its opposi-
tion to the same was a politi-
cal gimmick.

“Tamil Nadu is following
the NEP instructions thro-
ugh its state education policy.
If  you go through the NEP do-
cument and the state educa-
tion policy, you will learn that
they are almost similar,” he
told the reporters on the side-
lines of  the 33rd graduation
day ceremony at the Sri
Krishna College of  Technolo-
gy here.

Sarkar said the ruling par-
ty ministers and leaders were
opposing the NEP just for the
sake of  political agenda. He
said the Centre was ready to
incorporate suggestions
from the state education poli-
cy, if  the same was better than
the NEP. “The Centre has al-
ready invited states to submit

their best practices in educa-
tion. We are ready to accom-
modate them.” 

Asked if  there were any
plans to establish a centrally
funded educational institu-
tion in the district, the mini-
ster said the state govern-
ment was yet to make any re-
presentations to the Union
government in that regard. 

Addressing the gradua-
tes, Sarkar lauded the NEP
stating its aim was to promote
the growth of  world-class hig-
her education institutions
and deliver greater freedom
for the students to pursue a

variety of  courses. He said
the NEP was the single big-
gest change that happened in
the Indian education system
in the past few decades.

The minister recalled how
the Centre worked tirelessly
for the improvement of  the
educational sector both at the
school and the higher educa-
tion level. 

As a wake-up call for In-
dia, Sarkar said India needed
to build the expertise and
technology to produce criti-
cal products indigenously in
the near future. “True Aat-
manirbhar Bharat will be lin-
ked to our ability to produce
cutting-edge products to meet
all our critical needs and en-
sure that the economy and co-
untry can continue to grow
unhindered.” 

The event was attended by
M Balasubramaniam, chair-
man of  Indian Institute of In-
formation Technology Sri Ci-
ty-Chittoor, S Malarvizhi,
chairperson and managing
director of  Sri Krishna Insti-
tutions and its trustee K Ad-
hithya.

NEP, state edu policy almost
similar, says Subhas Sarkar 
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POLICY MATTERS: Union
minister of state for education
Subhas Sarkar attended the 33rd
graduation day ceremony at the
Sri Krishna College of Technology
on Wednesday

P Sreedharan

Coimbatore: Information and
publicity minister M P Samin-
athan on Wednesday said the
installation of  new shutter at
Parambikulam dam would be
completed by November 20. 

Talking to the media after
inspecting the dam in Palak-
kad district in Kerala, he said
one of  the three shutters of  the
dam was damaged on Septem-
ber 21. “Following that, 5.8 tho-
usand million cubic feet (TMC)
of  water was wasted. We are re-
placing the damaged shutter
and carrying out maintenance
work of  the remaining two
shutters at a cost of  ̀̀ 7.2 crore.”

According to the minister,

Parambikulam dam water be-
nefits the farmers in Coimba-
tore and Tirupur districts. 

He also inspected the dams
at Peruvaripallam, Thoonaka-
davu and Sarkarpathi. 

He was accompanied by
chief  engineer of  water reso-
urces department Muthusamy
and executive engineer Na-
rendran. TNN

Will replace damaged dam
shutter by Nov 20: Minister 

TAKING STOCK: Parambikulam dam
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Coimbatore: The civic body
has increased the number of
domestic breeding checkers
to 1,000 from 500 to prevent
the spread of dengue in the
city.
Corporation commissioner M
Prathap said each ward
would now have 10 domestic
breeding checkers. Their
main work is to visit every
house to check for mosquito
breeding grounds and
terminate the same. “While
the city tops the state in the
number of dengue cases,
there is nothing to panic.
Various steps are being taken
to curb the spread.” TNN

City gets more manpower
to contain dengue spread
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