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MUNICIPALITY KNEW BRIDGE TRAGEDY LOOMED
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Chief Officer’s
Questioning
Exposes
Brazen Neglect

Ashish.Chauhan
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad/Morbi: Did the
Morbi civic body officials
know that bridge could turn
fatal due to inferior renova-
tion? A volte face by Morbi
municipality's chief officer
on Tuesday has exposed the
civic body's brazen disregard
for safety of people and led to
the death of 135 people in the
Victorian era suspension
bridge collapse on October 30.

Hours after

nor any other permission to
reopen the bridge for public.
“Neither did company offici-
ally inform us about the mate-
rial used in the renovation
nor about theload-bearing ca-
pacity,” he told journalists on

the collapse, chi-
ef officer Sande-
epsinh  Jhala
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COLLAPSE

Sunday eve-
ning.
However, du-

ring marathon

had made an un-
convincing claim that themu-
nicipality was not aware abo-
ut the reopening of this brid-
gerenovated by Oreva Group,
maker of Ajanta clocks. Shif-
ting the blame to the clock-
maker, he had categorically
briefed media persons that
the company had neither ob-
tained fitness -certification

questioning by
police on Tuesday, Zala spil-
led thebeans and said that the
civicbody wasawarethataca-
tastrophe was in the making
if alarge number of people vi-
sited the bridge. "We asked
him if he was aware that the
contractor had not taken per-
mission for reopening. He ad-
mitted that no nod was taken

and that the renovation was
not at all up to the mark," said
a senior investigating officer.
“Zalaalso admitted they were
aware that using the bridge
could turn fatal due to infe-
rior renovation," the officer
added

Police also asked Zala to
provide documents substan-
tiatinghis claimsand questio-
ned his role in the repairing
and reopeningof the bridge.

OnTuesday,ateam of cops
visited Oreva office in Morbi
and collected some 'impor-
tant 'documents regarding
the bridge contracts. Howe-
ver, they refused to disclose
details, even as call data re-
cordsof allaccused are under
scanner.

Condolence meetings
mourn loss of 135 lives

Ahmedabad: Civic bodies
across the state held condolen-
ce meetings as Gujarat obser-
ved state-wide mourning on
Wednesday to pay homage to
the victims of the Morbi brid-
ge collapse tragedy.

Chief Minister Bhupend-
raPatel was present at the con-
dolence meet organized by the
Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-
poration.

Flags were flown at half-
mast at the state secretariat in
Gandhinagar and other Guja-
rat government offices. All of-
ficial and entertainment pro-
grammes were cancelled. The
collapse of the bridge on Sun-
day evening claimed 1351ives.

Ahmedabad mayor Kirit
Parmar said, “We organised a
meet to condole the loss of 1li-
ves inthetragicincident.”

Similar prayer meetings
werealso held in other parts of
the state. The decision to ob-
serve the state-wide mour-
ningwastakenonMondayina
meeting chaired by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi to revi-
ew the situation after the tra-

Condolence meeting in Rajkot

gedy. CM Bhupendra Patel had
in a tweet said no official func-
tion will be held on Wednesday.
Prime Minister Modi on
Tuesday called for a “detailed
and extensive” inquiry into the
Morbi bridge collapse tragedy
and said its key learnings must
be implemented at the earliest.
He had visited the collapse
site and a local hospital where
the injured have been admit-
ted. He had also chaired a high-
level meeting in Morbi. p1i

Never saw such influx of bodies: Crematorium staff

Morbi: Caretakers of crema-
toriums and graveyards in
Morbi town of Gujarat said
they never saw a huge influx
of bodies in a short span of ti-
me in decades, which they
witnessed in the aftermath of
the bridge collapse tragedy
that claimed 135 lives.

The British-era suspen-
sion bridge on the Machchhu
river in the town caved in on
Sunday evening, plunging
people into the water below.

Sajid Piludia of Morbi's
biggest graveyard for Sunni
Muslims said nearly 40 mem-
bers of the Muslim commu-
nity lost their lives in the in-
cident.

“Of them, 25 were buried
here and another one at a ne-
arby graveyard on Monday.
This was the biggest tragedy
after the 1979 Machchhu dam
breach incident,” he said. It
all happened due to the negli-
gence of the administration,
avisibly upset Piludia said.

Yusuf Samada and Yunus

Shaikh, working as grave dig-
gers at that graveyard, said
they dugl4outof the25graves
from Sunday night till Mon-
day evening to meet the sud-
den influx of bodies. “This
was very unusual for us be-
cause we usually dignearly 20
gravesamonth,” he said.

Bhima Thakor, caretaker
of a gas-run crematorium in
Morbi town said he perfor-
med thelastrites of 11 persons
on two days —on Monday and
Tuesday.

“Nine bodies were bro-
ught on Monday and two on
Tuesday. Usually, only two to
three last rites are performed
inthiscrematoriumevery we-
ek. I have never seen such a
high death toll in a short span
indecades,” Thakor said.

Dr Pradip Dudhrejia, Su-
perintendent of Morbi Civil
Hospital said since the cause
of the death of the Morbi tra-
gedy victims was known
(drowning), post-mortem pro-
cedureswas not conducted on

Kin carry a deceased to a local crematorium

the deceased.

“Ateam of expertsascerta-
ined that the cause of death of
all the 135 people was drow-
ning and some died due to
drowningandassociated inju-
ries,” hesaid.

“Since the cause of deaths
was known and there was not-
hing more to find out, post-
mortem was not conducted on

the victims as recommended
by a team of designated medi-
cal experts,” Dudhrejia ad-
ded.

The caretakers of crema-
toriums and relatives of the
deceased said the tragedy re-
minded them of the Machch-
hu dam breach incident of
1979 when thousands of Morbi
residents were washed away

in flood waters.

Ramesh Patel, who lives
near the hanging bridge, lost
his niece and her three neigh-
bours.

“Out of the seven people
who came to my house to en-
joy theholiday, four have died,
including my niece. After le-
arning about the bridge col-
lapse, all of us rushed to the
spot and saved nearly 60 per-
sons. It reminded me of the
dam breach incident. This
was the biggest tragedy in
Morbi after the dam breach,”
said Patel, who cremated her
niece on Monday, a day after
the incident.

Meanwhile, the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and other agencies
continue to look for bodies at
thesite.

VVN Prasanna Kumar, the
Commandantof the NDRE, sa-
id apart from drowning, peo-
plealsodiedof injuriesbecau-
se “floor of theriver wasfull of
rocks”. pti

Accused claims collapse ‘God’s
will’; four remanded till Nov 5

Times NEws NETWORK

Morbi: “It (bridge collapse
killing 135 people) was ‘bhag-
wan Ki ichcha’ (God’s will),”
amanager of the Oreva com-
pany that wasresponsible for
the maintenance of the 140-
year-old bridge, Deepak Pa-
rekh told Chief Judicial Ma-
gistrate M J Khan during co-
urt hearing where the accu-
sed were produced for re-
mand.

Parekh is one of the nine
people arrested after the
bridge crashed on October
30.

While requesting for re-
mand of theaccused on Tues-
day, assistant government
pleader Harshendu Pan-
chal argued that the contrac-
tors who had assigned the
bridge’s renovation job were
ill-qualified. “We have also
submitted before the court
that bridge flooring was re-
placed by the Oreva group

The nine arrested y the Morbi police

but the cable
was not repla-
ced. It could
not take the
weight of the
changed floo-
ring,” Panchal
told media persons.

During renovation, the
wood of the flooring was re-
placed with aluminium she-
ets, a primary forensic report

submitted to the court in a se-
aled cover stated. The court
was also apprised that the
bridge was suspended on cab-
le sans maintenance like oi-
ling and that the cable was al-
so rusted. The court sent Par-
keh, Dinesh Dave, Prakash
Parmar and Devang Parmar
on police remand till Novem-
ber 5. The FIR was also added
with IPC section 336 and 337.
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Corporate Office: ICICI Home Finance Company Limited ICICI HFC Toweh
Kurla Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai- 400059, India

Branch Office: 3rd floor, 301, Nakshatra-3 , 150 Fit Ring Road, Near Raoya Telephone Exchange, Rajkot - 360007

[See proviso to rule 8(6)]

Notice for sale of immovable assets

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the
below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic Possession
of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd., will be sold on “As is
whereis”, “Asis whatis”, and “Whatever there is”, as per the brief particulars given hereunder;

Sr.| Name of Borrower(s)/ Details of the Secured Amount Reserve | Date and | Date &

No. Co Borrowers/ asset(s) with known Outstanding Price Time of | Time of
Guarantors/ Legal Heirs. encumbrances, if any I?warnest Property | Auction

one i
Loan Account No. Deposit Inspection

(A) (B) (9] (D) (E) (F) (G)

1.|Vallabhbhai Amrabhai [Flat No D - 513, Fifth Floor, Wing Rs. Rs. 15th Nov, | 18th Nov,
Balva (Borrower) D,"Saraswati", Gujarat Housing | 11,04,554/- | 8.97,600/-| 2022 2022
Loan Account No. Board, Girnar Hights, opps 1st Nov, Rs. 11:00 AM-{02:00 PM-
NHJGHO00001256188 |Kalariya School, off Motibaug 2022 89,760/~ |03:00 PM|03:00 PM

Road, At- Junagadh 362001

2.|Rajeshbhai Dhirajbhai|R S No. 127 Plot No 36 Paiky, Rs. Rs. 15th Nov, | 18th Nov,
Savaniya (Borrower) |Sub Plot No 36 B, Yogi park, 9,41,591/- | 6,20,120/-| 2022 2022
Loan Account No. Bh Anjaney Petrol Pump, off 1st Nov, Rs. 11:00 AM-{02:00 PM-
NHJGHO00001263008 |Vanthali Road, Timbavadi, At- 2022 62,012/~ |03:00 PM|03:00 PM
NHJGHO00001263007 |Junagadh-362001

Date : November 03, 2022
\Place : Junagadh

The online auction will be conducted on website (URL Link- https://sarfaesi.auctiontiger.net/EPROC/) of our
auction agency Auction Tiger. The Mortgagors/ notice are given a last chance to pay the total dues with further
interesttill 17th Nov, 2022 before 05.00 PM else these secured assets will be sold as per above schedule.

The Prospective Bidder(s) must submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) RTGS/ Demand Draft (DD) (Refer
Column E) atICICI Home Finance Company Limited, 3rd floor, 301, Nakshatra-3, 150 Fit Ring Road, Near
Raoya Telephone Exchange, Rajkot- 360007 on or before 17th Nov, 2022 before 04:00 PM. Kindly note, in
case prospective bidder(s) are unable to submit their offer as per above mentioned time then signed copy of
tender documents may be submitted at ICICI Home Finance Company Limited, 3rd floor, 301, Nakshatra-
3, 150 Fit Ring Road, Near Raoya Telephone Exchange, Rajkot- 360007 on or before 17th Nov, 2022
before 05.00 PM. Earnest Money Deposit Demand Draft (DD) should be from a Nationalized/Scheduled Bank
in favor of “ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd.- Auction” payable at Junagadh

For any further clarifications with regards to inspection, terms and conditions of the auction or submission of
tenders, kindly contact ICICI Home Finance Company Limited on 7021072869.

The Authorized Officer reserves the right to reject any or all the bids without furnishing any further reasons.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please visit https://www.icicihfc.com/

ICICl Home Finance Company Limited/

Authorised Officer

NBFC PROVIDING SECURED LOANS TO SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS AND SELF-EMPLOYED INDIVIDUALS
LOAN PORTFOLIO OF ¥ 52,965.3 MILLION* | 6,077 EMPLOYEES* | 205,000 CUSTOMERS* | 311 BRANCHES*

o

*This is a belief statement of the Company. | #As of June 30, 2022

SMALL BUSINESSES ARE THE LIGHT
KES INDIA'S FUTURE BRIGHT*

FIVE STAR N\

Business Finance Limited

CONCEPT

FIVE-STAR BUSINESS FINANCE LIMITED is proposing, subject to receipt of requisite approvals, market conditions and other considerations, to make an initial public offer of its Equity Shares and has filed a draft red herring prospectus dated November 9, 2021 read
along with the addendum dated June 8, 2022 (the “DRHP”) and has filed the RHP with the RoC and thereafter with Securities and Exchange Board of India (“SEBI”) and the Stock Exchanges. The RHP shall be available on the website of the SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in as
well as on the websites of the BRLMs i.e., ICICI Securities Limited at www.icicisecurities.com, Edelweiss Financial Services Limited at www.edelweissfin.com, Kotak Mahindra Capital Company Limited at https:/investmentbank.kotak.com/ and Nomura Financial Advisory
and Securities (India) Private Limited at www.nomuraholdings.com/company/group/asia/india/index.html, the website of the National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.nseindia.com and the website of the BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com, respectively. Any
potential investor should note that investment in equity shares involves a high degree of risk and for details relating to such risks, see “Risk Factors” beginning on page 22 of the RHP. Potential investors should not rely on the DRHP for any investment decision.

The Equity Shares offered in the Offer have not been and will not be registered under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”) or any state law of the United States and, unless so registered, may not be offered or sold within the United States,
except pursuant to an exemption from, or in a transaction not subject to, the registration requirements of the Securities Act and applicable state securities laws. Accordingly, the Equity Shares are being offered and sold (i) within the United States only to persons
reasonably believed to be “qualified institutional buyers” (as defined in Rule 144A under the Securities Act) under Section 4(a) of the Securities Act, and (ii) outside the United States in “offshore transactions” as defined in and in compliance with Regulation S under
the Securities Act and the applicable laws of the jurisdictions where those offers and sales are made. There will be no public offering of the Equity Shares in the United States.




