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Goa Congress candidates pledge to remain
loyal to party after polls

Months ahead of the
February 14 Assembly
elections, the Congress had
assured voters in Goa that the
defections like those in 2019,
would not be repeated. On
Saturday, the party repeated
the same pledge again, this
time with God as witness.

Following the exit of ten
Congress MLAs who joined the
BJP in 2019 in a contested
‘merger’ of the two legislative
parties, the Congress has
been fighting the perception
perpetrated by its political
opponents that voting for
Congress is the same as voting
for the BJP.

Congress candidates from
across Goa visit Mahalaxmi
Temple, Bambolim Cross &
Hamza Shah Darga and took
a pledge of loyalty towards the
people of Goa & the party.
# P l e d g e O f L o y a l t y
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On Saturday, 36 election

candidates of the Congress
took a pledge of loyalty to their
party in a temple, a church and
a mosque. Standing in the holy
premises with their hands
folded, the election candidates
repeated after priests in the
Mahalaxmi temple in Panaji
and the Bambolim Cross in
Konkani that after winning the
election they would stay with
the Congress party for the
next five years.

“At the feet of goddess
Mahalaxmi, all 36 of
us…pledge that we will
remain loyal to the Congress
party that has given us
tickets…we pledge that the
elected candidates will remain
with the party in all
circumstances…” the
candidates swore in the
temple. A similar oath was

administered to them by a
priest at the Bambolim Cross.
Later, the 34 male candidates
among them offered a
‘chaadar’ at a mosque in
Betim. Former Chief Minister
and Congress Legislature
Party leader Digambar Kamat
said on Saturday: “Goans are
known for communal harmony
In front of Mahalaxmi we have
taken a pledge that for five
years we will stay together.
Thirty six people have come.
They have taken the oath
before Mahalaxmi and the
Bambolim Cross, which is
considered a very powerful
place of worship as far as the
Catholic community is
concerned. We are very
serious about this and will not
allow any party to poach our
MLAs. We are God fearing
people. We have full faith in
the Almighty.


