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Colombo 

Sri Lankan protesters began 
retreating from government 
buildings they seized hours be-
fore Gotabaya Rajapaksa sent 
his e-mail resignation to the 
speaker’s office on Thursday. 

Images of  protesters inside 
the buildings — lounging on el-
egant sofas and beds, posing at 
officials’ desks and touring the 
opulent settings — have cap-
tured the world’s attention.

They initially vowed to hold 
these places until a new gov-
ernment was in place, but the 
movement shifted tactics 
Thursday, apparently con-
cerned that any escalation in 
violence could undermine their 
message following clashes the 
previous night outside the Par-
liament that left  dozens 
injured.

A spokeswoman for the pro-
testers announced Thursday 
that the protests will continue 
at other sites. “We are peace-
fully withdrawing from the 
Presidential Palace, the Presi-
dential Secretariat and the 
Prime Minister’s Office with 
immediate effect, but will con-
tinue our struggle.”

 “The fear was that there 

could be a crack in the trust 
they held for the struggle,” said 
Nuzly, a protest leader who goes 
by only one name. “We’ve 
shown what power of  the peo-
ple can do, but it doesn’t mean 
we have to occupy these plac-
es.” Devinda Kodagode, anoth-
er protest leader, told The As-
sociated Press they planned to 
vacate official buildings after 
the Parliament speaker said he 
was exploring legal options for 
the country given that Rajapak-
sa left without submitting his 

resignation letter as promised.
The decision to retreat from 

government buildings also 
comes as a top Buddhist monk 
who has supported the protests 
had earlier called for the more 
than 200-years-old presidential 
palace to be handed back to au-
thorities and ensure its valua-
ble art and artefacts were 
preserved. 

“This building is a national 
treasure and it should be pro-
tected,” monk Omalpe Sobitha 
told reporters. “There must be 

a proper audit and the property 
given back to the state.” The 
rerteat also comes as acting 
President Ranil Wickremesin-
ghe instructed security forces 
to restore order and declared a 
state of  emergency. 

Witnesses saw dozens of  ac-
tivists leave Wickremesinghe’s 
office as armed police and secu-
rity forces moved in. 

By Thursday afternoon, the 
gates were closed with armed 
guards posted both inside and 
outside. � Agencies

Colombo

Ranil Wickremesinghe, whom 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa named as 
acting president of  Sri Lanka 
in his absence, on Thursday in-
structed security forces to do 
“what is necessary to restore 
order” and declared nation-
wide state of  emergency and 
curfew were declared.

However, the armed forces 
refused to carry out his 
order, not wanting to be 
seen as anti-people and 
a tool of  the doomed 
Rajapaksa regime. 

The Army, however, 
urged the protestors to 
“desist from all forms of  
violence immediately or be pre-
pared to face consequences”

It said that all heads of  the 
armed forces and the police 
during meetings with the act-
ing President Wickremesinghe, 
Speaker of  the Parliament and 
political party leaders unani-
mously maintained that peace-
ful protests should not in any-
way be dealt with full force, but 
with the minimum force as 
long as those protesters do not 

resort to violence or damage 
the public property.

The Army said “irrespective 
of  those assurances a certain 
section of  the protesters, pur-
posefully deviating from its 
proclaimed non-violent ap-
proach continued to breach law 
and order and resorted to vio-
lence by trying to place the Par-
liament complex as well as the 
Speaker’s official residence un-

der siege.”
It said that despite re-

peated appeals of  Army 
personnel, the “unruly 
protesting mobs” on 
Wednesday tried to for-

cibly enter Parliament 
complex aggressively went 

on harassing and attacking the 
troops on duty using clubs, iron 
rods, stones, helmets, etc and 
snatched two T-56 weapons with 
ammunition rounds and caused 
injuries to a dozen of  Army per-
sonnel.  It said the army troops 
on Wednesday used minimum 
force and brought the situation 
under control. With Rajapaksa 
out of  the country, Thursday’s 
protests were more directed at 
Wickremesinghe. � Agencies

Army refuses to carry out  
Ranil’s order to use force 

Lankan agitators vacate seized government buildings
Protest leaders say demonstrations to continue till a new leadership is in place

Security concerns delayed 
Gota’s trip out of Maldives
Sri Lankan President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa arrived in Singapore on 
a Saudi airlines flight on 
Thursday. He was scheduled to 
depart Maldives on Wednesday 
night on a scheduled Singapore 
Airlines flight. However he could 
not board the flight due to 
security concerns, the Daily Mirror 
newspaper reported. Following 
this, efforts were made to secure 
a private aircraft for the 
embattled Sri Lankan President 
to depart from the Maldives to 
Singapore, the Daily Mirror 
reported. Rajapaksa is expected 
to depart Singapore soon. Sri  Lanka soldiers stands guard near the parliament building in Colombo | AFP

WASHINGTON

US Federal Reserve Gover-
nor Christopher Waller sig-
nalled Thursday a possible 
full percentage point inter-
est rate hike -– a move not 
seen for more than 30 years 
and a further indication of  
the Fed’s determination to 
rein in sky-high inflation.

Waller also said that while 
fears of  recession have in-
creased, he believes the 
economy can avoid a down-
turn thanks to the strong 
US job market. The Fed in 
March began aggressively 
raising borrowing costs to 
try to cool demand that has 
outpaced supply amid the 
impact of  the Ukraine war 
and Covid-19 lockdowns in 
China.

But data so far have not 
shown significant signs of  
easing, and inflation reports 
this week showed prices re-
bounded in June, with con-
sumer prices surging 9.1 
percent.Waller previously 
expressed support for an-
other 75 basis point hike at 
the policy meeting later this 
month, but he said Thurs-
day he will be watching key 
reports on retail sales and 
housing coming in before 
then.

The increased cost of  eve-
rything from food to fuel 
has squeezed the household 
budgets of  American fami-
lies and heaped pressure on 
President Joe Biden, whose 
approval ratings have taken 
a battering from the relent-
less rise in prices.

“If  that data come in ma-
terially stronger than ex-
pected it would make me 
lean towards a larger hike 
at the July meeting to the 
extent it shows demand is 
not slowing down fast 
enough to get inflation 
down,” Waller said in a 
speech to an economic 
conference.

US Fed mulls 
sharper 1% 
increase in 
interest rate

lingering pain 

London 

Former British finance min-
ister Rishi Sunak came out on 
top in the latest round of  voting 
Thursday by Conservative MPs 
to decide Britain’s next prime 
minister, followed by bookmak-
er favourite Penny Mordaunt.

The British Indian former 
Chancellor and son-in-law of  
Infosys co-founder Narayana 
Murthy looks set to be among 
the final two candidates to hit 
the campaign trail around the 
UK for hustings to convince the 
wider Conservative Party mem-
bership ahead of  a postal ballot 
to decide the winner. 

Though Sunak emerged on 
top in first and second rounds, 
polls point to Mordaunt beating 

Sunak, Truss and the others 
comfortably, once the party 
members decide between the 
final two candidates in the com-
ing weeks.

The little-known Mordaunt, 
a committed Brexiteer who was 
briefly Britain’s first woman 
defence secretary before she 
was demoted to less senior 
roles, has emerged as the dar-

ling of  Tory g rassroots 
members. 

But Mordaunt was savaged 
by her former boss in the Brex-
it ministry, David Frost, who 
called her unfit for office. Her 
political enemies have also 
jibed at “Part-time Penny”, al-
leging she has not taken her 
government roles seriously.

And she is barely known 

nationally. 
A poll of  more than 2,200 

adults by Savanta ComRes said 
only 11 per cent could identify 
Mordaunt from her photo-
graph, and only 16 per cent of  
Conservative voters. Two re-
spondents thought she was the 
singer Adele.

In the second round of  voting 
by Conservative MPs, the Royal 
Navy reservist again came a 
strong second with 83 votes, be-
hind former finance minister 
Sunak with 101. Foreign Secre-
tary Liz Truss — the favoured 
candidate of  Johnson loyalists 
— was third with 64.

The five remaining candi-
dates proceeding to the next 
round of  voting by Tory MPs 
on Monday. � AFP

Sunak tops round 2, Penny pollsters’ favourite
Rishi Sunak

Penny Mordaunt

Liz Truss

Kemi Badenoch

Tom Tugendhat

Suella Braverman

Braverman 
eliminated 

101 votes

64

49

32

27

moscow

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has signed into law a 
number of  new bills, including 
legislation that broadens the 
definition of  foreign agents and 
introduces prison terms for 
calls to act against national 
security.

A bill on foreign agents, 
which will come into force on 
December 1, was published by 
the government on Thursday. 

According to the new legisla-
tion, anyone under foreign in-
fluence or receiving support 
from abroad—not just foreign 

money—can now be declared a 
foreign agent in Russia.

In recent years, the label, 
which is reminiscent of  the en-
emy of  the people of  the Soviet 
era, has been used extensively 
against opponents, journalists 
and human rights activists ac-
cused of  conducting foreign-
funded political activities.

Putin also signed off  on a bill 
introducing prison terms of  up 
to seven years for calls to act 
against national security.

Rights activists fear the new 
legislation will be used to snuff  
out any last vestiges of  dissent. 
Putin also backed a bill on the 

Vladimir Putin approves tough 
legislation on foreign agents

Snuffing out dissent

Biden pledges to use full US might 
to stop Iran’s N-programme
JERUSALEM

The United States and Israel signed a 
new security pact on Thursday reinforc-
ing their common front against Iran, as 
President Joe Biden pledged to use all 
American power to stop the Islamic re-
public  from acquiring nuclear 
weapons.

The Jerusalem Declaration on joint 
security was inked by Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yair Lapid and Biden, as the  
US leader was making his first trip to 
the Middle East as president.

It commits the United States to “never 
to allow Iran to acquire a nuclear weap-
on”, stating that it “is prepared to use all 
elements of  its national power to ensure 
that outcome”.

A landmark deal that imposed curbs 

on Iran’s suspect nuclear programme in 
exchange for sanctions relief  was torpe-
doed in 2018 by former US president 
Donald Trump. Efforts to revive the ac-
cord have been stalled since March.

Asked on Thursday how long the US 
was prepared to give those efforts, Biden 
said “we’re not going to wait forever” for 
a response from the Islamic republic.

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi 
warned Wednesday that if  Biden’s trip 
to the West Asia was aimed at safeguard-
ing Israel’s security, he would fail. 

Since landing, Biden has repeatedly 
renewed Washington’s long-standing 
call for a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, but made clear 
Thursday that he has no plans to reverse 
Trump’s controversial decision to recog-
nise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.  �AFP
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