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Murugha Mutt 
committed to welfare 
of people in C’durga 
district, says seer
E N S @ Chitradurga

Seer of  Murugha Mutt 
Dr Shivamurthy Mu-
rugha Sharanaru on 
Tuesday said that the 
mutt is committed for 
the development and up-
liftment of  the people 
living in Chitradurga 
district and it is consist-
ently upholding the voic-
es raised by the public.

“As a part of  that, the 
f a m e d  U p p e r 
Bhadra Project is 
becoming reality. 
The 1000-acre in-
dustrial park re-
quested during 
the Sharana Sam-
skruthi Utsava 
2021 is also turn-
ing out to be real-
ity. These things 
will transform 
Chitradurga into 
a prosperous dis-
trict in future,” 
he said at the 
press conference.

He said that Ba-
saveshwara Medical Col-
lege Hospital and Re-
search Centre  was 
started in the district 
keeping in mind provid-
ing quality tertiary care 
to the patients. However, 
the district was lagging 
behind in getting a uni-
versity and repeated re-
quests to the government 
had yielded nothing. 
“Hence, our SJM educa-
tional institution put 
forth a demand to the 
government to declare 
the institution as a uni-
versity and it was ap-

proved by the state legis-
lature and the state 
government gave final 
approval through an ga-
zette notification on 
Monday. This will trans-
form the educational 
scenario of  the district,” 
he said.

Thanking Chief  Min-
ister Basavaraj Bommai, 
Higher Education Minis-
ter Dr Ashwathnarayana 
for giving nod for the pri-

vate university, 
he said that it is a 
feather in the cap 
of  the SJM edu-
cational institu-
tion started by 
M a l l i k a r j u n a 
Murugharajen-
dra Swamiji who 
as early as 1966 
advocated the 
need of  provid-
ing quality edu-
cation to the poor 
students.

He also said 
that Dr Mohan 
Kumar is the first 

vice chancellor of  the 
SJM University Chitra-
durga and Dr Jitendra 
Kumar Shekhawat is the 
first registrar. 

The university which 
is spread across 55 acres 
land in the city is having 
150 medical and 52 post 
g raduation medical 
courses. Pharma, nurs-
ing, dental and technical 
courses at the campus. 
The technical and medi-
cal, para-medical cours-
es have been separated 
from the VTU and 
RGUHS, he added.

Nadda to inaugurate BJP convention 
Chitradurga: With the intention to publicise the welfare 

programmes initiated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi led 
union government and Basavaraj Bommai led state 

government to the public, the BJP will be conducting a 
state-level convention of elected representatives of the 

local bodies at Anubhava Mantapa in the city on Saturday. 
Addressing a press conference on Tuesday, Transport 

Minister B Sriramulu said that the elected representatives 
of Gram Panchayats, City Corporations, City Municipal 

Councils, Town Municipal Councils, Town Panchayats will 
be taking part in the one-day convention which will be 

inaugurated by the BJP national president JP Nadda. He 
also said that Nadda will be inaugurating the convention 
at 4 PM on Saturday in which former CM BS Yediyurappa, 

Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai, state BJP president Nalin 
Kumar Kateel and top BJP leaders will be taking part. 
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B’luru Urban: 582

B’luru Rural: 1

Bagalkot: 0

Ballari: 2

Belagavi: 1

Bidar: 0

Chamarajanagar: 0

Chikkaballapur: 0

Chikkamagaluru: 0

Chitradurga: 0

D Kannada: 4

Davanagere: 0

Dharwad: 0

Gadag: 0

Hassan: 0

Haveri: 0

Kalaburagi: 0

Kodagu: 0

Kolara:0

Koppal: 1

Mandya: 0

Mysuru: 0

Raichur: 0

Ramanagara: 0

Shivamogga: 1

Tumakuru: 0

Udupi: 1

U Kannada: 1

Vijayapura: 0

Yadgir: 0

TaC seeks study on Covid spread from pets to humans
Studies show that animals contract the virus; Ancovax can protect animals against Delta, Omicron  

C h E t a N a  B E l a g E r E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

THE Technical Advisory Commit-
tee intends to collaborate with the 
Institute of  Animal Health & Vet-
erinary Biologicals for a study on 
the possibility of  humans contract-
ing Covid-19 from pets. Experts say 
though chances are quite low, a few 
studies found that it is not impos-
sible. Recently, a study showed a 
veterinarian in Thailand had con-
tracted coronavirus from an infect-
ed pet cat last year, which is also the 
first suspected case of  cat-to-hu-
man transmission. The study also 
said cats are far more likely to 
catch the virus from people, than 

transmitting it to humans. How-
ever, in case a pet is infected, it is 
necessary to take precautions, ex-
perts say.

According to sources, at a meet-
ing last week, TAC experts request-
ed the state health department to 
send out a reminder to seek the sta-
tus of  the project report on the de-
mand for animal surveillance. The 
TAC had in March sought the 
IAH&VB, Hebbal, to conduct a 
study and surveillance for Covid-19 
in animals in zoos, national parks, 
game sanctuaries and others hav-
ing close interaction with 
humans.

“TAC recommends a health joint 
risk assessment for Covid-19, in-

volving IAH&VB, NCBS, NIV and 
other institutions. To begin with, a 
workshop or meeting is to be con-
vened in the DoHFW as soon as 
possible,” the earlier recommenda-
tion had said in March.

Recently, there was a study from 

Thailand, post which experts from 
TAC apparently sought that animal 
surveillance be taken up to rule out 
the possibility of  pets spreading 
Covid-19. “Though it is rare, there 
have been a few studies where 
minks, cats, lions and a few other 
animals have contracted Covid-19. 
In this background, we had sought 
a study by the institute to see if  ani-
mals can be a source of  infection. 
We are waiting for the report to be 
submitted to TAC,” said Dr Sudar-
shan MK, Chairman, TAC.

Interestingly, Hisar-based Na-
tional Research Centre on Equines 
has come up with a vaccine called 
Ancovax, which can protect ani-
mals against Delta and Omicron 

variants of  SARS-CoV-2. This can 
be used for dogs, lions, leopards, 
mice and rabbits, and is the first 
Covid vaccine for animals devel-
oped in India. Scientists from the 
Indian Council of  Agricultural Re-
search had earlier told the media, 
“The vaccine can protect animals 
in a zoo. It can also prevent trans-
mission from companion animals 
to humans.”

It may be noted that last year, one 
Asiatic lion in Chennai had con-
tracted the virus, and it was sus-
pected that another had died due 
to it. A leopard cub and three 
wild Asiatic lions were also found 
dead, and then tested positive for 
Covid-19.

‘Schools can reopen 
after sanitisation’
C o N t i N u E d  f r o M  p a g E  1

The RTPCR reports of  NSE School students arrived on 
June 11 and all of  them were negative, while RTPCR 
reports of  MES students are still awaited. In the mean-
time, the samples of  all their classmates were tested and 
they are negative. BBMP officials asked students of  only 
Class 6 of  NSE school and Class 5 of  MES to stay at 
home. Palike officials met officials from the education 
department and private schools association, and direct-
ed them to intensify Standard Operating Procedures at 
all schools and colleges in the city. The Palike has also 
made wearing of  masks mandatory for children. BBMP 
Special Commissioner (Health) Dr Trilok Chandra said, 
“The schools are permitted to reopen once the sanitisa-
tion process is complete. Among children between 15 
and 18 years, 79 per cent are vaccinated with the first 
dose and 69 per cent with the second dose. In the 12-14 
age category, 82 per cent are vaccinated with the first 
dose and 39 per cent with the second dose. We plan to 
complete the vaccination of  children by the month-end.” 
Health Minister Dr K Sudhakar said, “Respective classes 
where the Covid cases are reported must be suspended, 
and Covid protocols followed. Since children of  this age 
group are vaccinated and these are the variants of  Omi-
cron, parents need not be anxious.”
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A health worker jabs an 8th standard 
student in Bengaluru i vinod Kumar t

change of name
I, MohaMed Bilal (new 
name), previously called 
MohaMMed Bilal (old name), 
R/o No.65-A, Main Road, Right 
Side Opp. Masjid, Anna Nagara, 
Shivamogga-577205, Karnataka 
State have changed my name 
as MohaMed Bilal vide 
affidavit dated 14-06-2022 sworn 
before Notary Bhavani Rao.S., 
Shivamogga. Henceforth all my 
transactions & dealings will be 
in my new name MohaMed 
Bilal.

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE WAY TO GET 
STARTED IS TO 
QUIT TALKING 

AND BEGIN 
DOING

WALT DISNEY


