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Elder Abuse Awareness Day
happens each year on June
15th. Older trees give the
densest shade. Similarly, older
people are like trees in our life,
full of affection and having
immense experience about
living. There is an urgent need
to highlight the important
contributions that older people
make to society and raise
awareness of the issues and
challenges of ageing in today's
world.In many parts of the
world elder abuse occurs with
little recognition or response.
Until recently, this serious
social problem was hidden
from the public view and
considered mostly a private
matter. Even today, elder
abuse continues to be a taboo,
mostly underestimated and
ignored by societies across the
world.It is a time not only to
highlight their valuable
contribution to the globe but
also to stress their basic
human rights. Many older
persons are unaware of their
rights and how to enforce
them, due to a variety of
reasons.  Today the elderly
Persons is important in raising
global awareness as a huge
advocacy effort to call for more
enhanced international
thinking and actions on elderly

rights.  Today the life
expectancy has risen sharply
due to medical advancement,
improvements in nutrition,
sanitation, medical science,
health care, education and
economic well-being. Ageism
is widespread and an
insidious practice which has
harmful effects on the health
of older adults. The ageing
process is a biological reality
and affects every human
being on earth. Ageism rests
on the assumption that
discrimination against older
persons is the norm and
acceptable.  Article 1 of the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights states that "All
human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and
rights". We must do
everything possible to ensure
that our elders can lead a life
of dignity, enjoy the best of
medical attention, economic
security as well as emotional
stability.

The Older persons make
wide-ranging contributions to
economic and social
development. They should be
encouraged to get out of their
retirement mentality and think
about old age as second
innings and opportunity to
complete so many unfinished
tasks and expand horizons to
look beyond the family and
work for the community.

As per WHO, there are
around 600 million persons
world-wide aged 60 years and
over and this total will double
by 2025 and it is estimated to
reach virtually two billion by
2050 - the vast majority of
them in the developing world.

The elderly ones should be
given protection and
respected all around the

world. People should stop
abusing elders and start
understanding their problems
and take care of them. The
World Elderly Abuse
Awareness Day as the name
says should be used to remind
everyone to create awareness
to protect elderly people. We
need to look at creating a
more enabling and inclusive
environment that is supportive
and inclusive to people of all
ages, including older people.
The failure to tackle ageism
undermines older persons'
rights and hinders their
contributions to social,
economic, cultural and
political life.“The younger
generation should know how
the world addresses the
elderly. The problem of old
age should be seen as a
societal issue rather than an
individual's problem. A day
will come when we all will be
old and  we will be facing the
similar situation as faced by
our elders today. Is it not  our
responsibility to provide long
term care to them and thus
contribute to healthy ageing ?
(B-15 Jyoti-Kalash
Society, Jodhpur Tekra,
Satellite, Ahmedabad -
380 015)

National
Sample

Survey from
next month
Ahmedabad: The

mammoth 79th National
Sample Survey (NSS) to
collect data on various socio-
economic indicators is
scheduled to commence in
Gujarat in July. The year-
long project will focus on
sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) indicators by
fol lowing the latest
Comprehensive Annual
Modular survey (CAMS).

One of the highlights this
year will be collecting data
on the prevalence and
popularity of treatments
based on Ayurveda, yoga,
naturopathy, Unani, Siddha,
Sowa-Rigpa Amchi and
Homeopathy (AYUSH) among
general population by the
Gujarat division of National
Statistical Office (NSO). In a
press release issued by
deputy director Jayaprakash
Honrao, the NSO will collect
data on safely managed
drinking water and sanitation
services, the proportion of
individuals who own a mobile
phone or network, the
proportion of women having
an account at a formal
financial institution, the
proportion of individuals in
the 15 to 24 age group
without educat ion,
employment or training. The
National Statistical Office will
organize a workshop to train
junior statistical officers and
survey enumerators on the
new methodology on
Tuesday at the National
Institute of Occupational
Health (NIOH) in
Meghaninagar. The
mammoth 79th National
Sample Survey (NSS) to
collect data on various socio-
economic indicators is
scheduled to commence in
Gujarat in July. The year-
long project will focus on
sustainable Development
Goals indicators by following
the latest Comprehensive
Annual Modular survey
(CAMS).

Notices issued on
PIL opposing

Gandhi Ashram
revamp

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
high court on Tuesday issued
notice to the state
government, the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation and
other trusts linked to the
Gandhi Ashram, in response
to a PIL filed by the great
grandson of the Mahatma,
Tushar Gandhi, taking
exception to the
government’s plan to revamp
the Ashram. As the
petitioner’s advocate was on
leave, the court adjourned
the hearing ti l l  August.
However, the advocate
general later insisted that the
hearing be kept early. To this,
the chief justice told the
government law officer, “You
give an undertaking that you
won’t touch the Ashram.” The
HC issued notice after the
lawyers for Sabarmati
Ashram Preservation and
Memorial Trust, which looks
after the ashram premises,
brought to the court’s notice
that there are many
respondents in this case, but
the court has not issued
notice. They urged the court
to issue notices. The court
issued notices to all the
parties including the trust,
Khadi Gramodyog Prayog
Samiti, National Gandhi
Smarak Nidhi, Harijan
Ashram Trust, Sabarmati
Ashram Gaushala Trust,
Harijan Sevak Sangh, and
Sabarmati Riverfront
Development Corporation Ltd.
The court posted a hearing for
July 5. Earl ier, the HC
disposed of the PIL on the
state government’s assurance
that it is not going to change
the core structure of the
Sabarmati Ashram, but will
upgrade facilities around it.
The petitioner approached
the Supreme Court, which
asked the HC to hear the PIL
on its merits. The Gujarat
government informed the HC
that the Ashram’s present
condition does not provide for
adequate information about it
and the phi losophy
propounded by the Father of
the Nation.

'Beware, a female fan may
turn out to be a honey trap'

VADODARA: Along with
helicopter shots and cover
drives on the field, young
cricketers in the city are also
going to learn the tricks off-
field on how to duck bodyline
throws from uncharted fans,
mostly females and bookies.
Under-23 and Ranji squad
players wi l l  undergo
professional training about
how to save themselves from
glam-coated honey traps by
fending off unknown women
and bookies trying to befriend
them off the field. With the
possibil ity of the young
players being picked by
Indian Premier League (IPL)
teams in the future, the
Baroda Cricket Association
(BCA) has decided to
organize a workshop to get
them educated on such
dangerous mind games.
"With the advent of many
gaming apps that offer cash-
prizes, betting on cricket
games has also gone up
significantly. Bookies have
started betting on even
domestic cricket whose
scorecards are streamed live
on different websites," said
Shishir Hattangadi, BCA
CEO."With that the chances
of young players in domestic
cr icket stepping
inadvertent ly into the
bookies' treacherous web
goes up. ," Hattangadi, told
TOI. With that the chances
of young players in domestic
cr icket stepping
inadvertent ly into the

bookies' treacherous web
goes up. We have had
instances where some shady
people have tried to befriend
the players off the field. And,
women may be brought into
the honey trap and blackmail
the cr icketers," Shishir
Hattangadi, BCA CEO told.

Players will be warned
not to entertain video calls
from unknown numbers, nor

share any kind of online or
offline chats about their
game or field conditions even
with friends. Also, they will
be specifically taught not to
give access to their rooms
while touring other cities to
any unknown people, not
even fans. Players will be
given specific instructions
not to share pertinent details
of weather, wicket, or any
part of the cricket ground
with any person. "If they find
any suspicious person lurking
around on the ground or
approaching them off the
field, players can directly
approach our anti-corruption
unit representat ive,"
Hattangadi said. Under-23
and Ranji squad players will
undergo professional
training about how to save
themselves from glam-
coated honey traps by
fending off unknown women
and bookies trying to befriend
them off the field.

HC asks govt for solution
on BU permission issue

Ahmedabad: Alarmed
that more than 84% of
surveyed buildings in
municipality areas of the state
do not have Building Use (BU)
permission, the Gujarat high
court on Tuesday asked the
state government to come up
with an action plan or propose
remedial measures in the
interests of citizens and the
state.

The state urban
development department
submitted that of 2,160
buildings it surveyed in 24
municipalities of the state, it
found that 1,833 buildings
were in violation of building
bylaws with the absence of BU
permission. Most of them are
high-rises and are used for
commercial and residential
purposes. The high court
calculated that 84.86% of
surveyed high rises in
municipalities are without BU

permission.
The high court termed

this alarming and said the
authorities need to draw up an
action plan to resolve the
problem. It asked the
government to place on record
its action plan in five weeks.

The chief justice asked
the government whether it has
a one-time settlement scheme
in mind to solve the issue.

To this, the government
lawyer was non-committal,
but the petitioner-advocate,
Amit Panchal, expressed
reservations and submitted
that the government had in
2001 and 2011 come up with
a scheme for payment of
‘impact fee’ for regularization
and a law as well, and he had
challenged the provisions on
both occasions.

He argued that such
one-time measures have not
resolved the issue so far.

Woman, son escape wrath of armed men
RAJKOT: A 23-year-old woman and her son

narrowly escaped the wrath of nearly 15 men
armed with sticks and pipes who intercepted her
scooter in Jetpur town of Rajkot on Tuesday.

As the men went to beat the woman, she
screamed for help. Two persons tried to
intervene but were beaten up by the men. In
the melee, the woman Kajal Chavda escaped
from the spot. Police have booked Samir, Sabir

and other unidentified persons after the
Chavda lodged a complaint. According to
police, Sabir harboured a grudge against
Chavda’s elder sister Rekha with whom he
had a verbal altercation a few days ago.  When
Sabir was going in his SUV, cow dung
scattered on the road and splashed on Rekha
who was going on a scooter. This led to a
heated argument between the two.

108-day high: 90
Covid cases in city

Ahmedabad: The city on
Tuesday recorded 90 new
Covid cases, the highest in
108 days. For Gujarat, too, it
was a 108-day high tally at
165.

With the discharge of 44
patients, active cases in
Ahmedabad touched 509 –
highest in the past 3.5 months.
In Gujarat, the active cases
reached 920 with the
discharge of 77 patients.
Other cases in Gujarat
included 19 from Vadodara
city, 12 from Surat city, 10 from

Gandhinagar city, six from
Bhavnagar city, four from
Jamnagar city, and three each
from Mehsana, Navsari,
Vadodara and Valsad districts
among others.

Six municipal
corporation areas recorded
85% of the daily cases in
Gujarat. With the update, only
10 out of 33 districts in
Gujarat have zero active
cases. In the past 24 hours,
Gujarat vaccinated 2,078
persons for the first dose and
18,626 for the second.

28% of CCTVs on Ahmedabad
roads not operational

AHMEDABAD: About
28% of the cameras installed
under the civic body and
traffic police's joint project,
Safe and Secure
Ahmedabad (SASA), are
nothing more than road
furniture. These cameras do
not see and capture
anything as they are not
connected to the monitoring
centre. Under the Rs 314
crore SASA project, the
Ahmedabad Munic ipa l
Corporat ion (AMC) has
installed 6,200 CCTVs on
major roads, of which 855
cameras are yet  to be

connected to the Integrated
Control  and Command
Centre (ICCC) that monitors
and stores footage on its
servers. According to AMC
officials, most of these
defunct CCTVs are in areas
such as SP Ring Road,
Ashram Road, the road from
Chandkheda to Sabarmati
powerhouse and 132 Feet
Ring Road. In many cases,
when a fatal road accident
occurs and city police asks
the ICCC for CCTV footage,
the civic body is unable to
provide it because of the
defunct cameras.

Seal 26 highrise commercial buildings
sans fire NOC: Gujarat high court

AHMEDABAD: The Gujarat
high court on Tuesday
directed the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC)
to take concrete action
against 26 highrise
commercial bui ldings,
including sealing, as they do
not possess fire NOC.

The high court also
ordered the civic body to take
action against 1,128
residential buildings and
other 259 highrise buildings
which are used for
commercial and residential
purposes. It has given two
weeks' time to the authorities
with hopes that the civic body
would take concrete action
against three categories of
buildings and come up with a
report by June 30.

Meanwhile, the HC took
notice of the state
government's survey of 2,160
buildings in municipalities, out
of which 1,833 - 84.86%
buildings were found existing
in violation of bui lding
byelaws, without BU
permission. The court has
asked the government to find
out a solution to this issue in
five weeks. tnn

The Gujarat high court on
Tuesday directed the
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) to take
concrete action including
sealing against 26 high-rise
commercial buildings that do
not possess fire NOCs as they
fai led to get their f ire
prevention systems audited in
time.

The bench of Chief Justice
Aravind Kumar and Justice
Ashutosh Shastri ordered the
civic body to act against 1,128
residential buildings and 259
other high-rise buildings used
for commercial and
residential purposes. The
court has granted two weeks'
time to the authorities with
hopes that the civic body
would take concrete action
against three categories of
buildings and come up with a
report by June 30.

AMC submitted that its
filing of criminal complaints
has yielded positive results
and there was a rush for
renewal of f ire NOC by
defaulters.

But the court said, "Mere
init iat ion of criminal
prosecution or taking action
by initiating a process other
than not sealing the premises
would not yield immediate
results." The court said that
AMC has got powers to seal
the buildings in the absence
of valid fire NOCs.

The court further said,
"When there are 26
commercial buildings without
fire NOCs, it is high time that
AMC not only init iates
appropriate action to make
them obtain fire NOCs but
also seals such buildings."

The court said that this
was required to avoid any
untoward incident or risk to
the lives of occupants. "It
would be most appropriate for
the corporation to prevent
such incidents rather than
repenting after such an
incident occurs," the court
added while directing the civic
body to take stringent action
to make the buildings comply
with fire safety rules.

The petitioner in this case,
advocate Amit Panchal, urged
the HC for quick action
because the issue has been
at large before the court in
different litigations for the
past 22 years. He also
alleged that the criminal
complaints are being filed
against a certain set of
people.

The AMC informed the HC
that of the 10,468 highrises
and community buildings,
1,416 were without fire NOCs.
It had fi led 45 criminal
complaints against defaulters
till date and urged the HC to
direct the chief metropolitan
magistrate (CMM) to
designate more courts so that
the AMC could file complaints
against buildings without fire
NOCs.

The judges said that they
would issue necessary
instructions while directing
the CMM to immediately look
into AMC's request for more
designated courts.

The government also
submitted that out of 1,362
government schools across
the state, 14 were without fire
NOCs and 34 of the 78
government colleges did not
comply with fire safety rules.

Gujarat: Fake ads of
court jobs posted, 4 held

RAJKOT: Four people from
Rajasthan were arrested for
allegedly posting fake job
advertisements for Jamnagar
district court on their
website.

On April 29, the
Jamnagar court’s
registrar submitted a
complaint to the
cyber cell informing
that a link with fake
jobs was in circulation. A
woman clerk working with the
court had got information
about this from her relative
who noticed the advertisement
while searching for jobs on
the internet. After investigating
of over a month and procuring

the data, police arrested
Rajnitkant Kathaniya, Krishna
Kumar Dahiya. Rakesh Mahiya
and Ajay Lamba, all residents

of Jhunjhunu district.
They had created

fake job
requirements for
security guards,
watchmen, drivers
and peons and stated
that people who had

passed Class 8, 10 and 12 can
apply. “These four owned a
website on which they created
fake advertisements for jobs
in Jamnagar court. However,
no one has been cheated till
now,” said P P Jha, inspector,
cyber cell.

Three loot woman’s jewellery from home

Rajkot: Three men
robbed a woman of her
ornaments after entering her
house posing as Paschim

Gujarat Vij Company Ltd
(PGVCL) employees in
Bhachau town of Kutch.

Police said the woman
Alpa Thakkar was alone at
home as her husband, a fire
crackers trader, had gone to
Gandhidham and their
children too had gone out.

At around 3:30pm, the
three men went to her
house in Vardhaman Nagar
and said they had to check
the electricity meter.

Whi le one of them
feigned checking, the others
asked her to start all the

electrical appliances. When
Thakkar went inside the
bedroom to start the air-
conditioner, the three tied
her hands and legs and
gagged her mouth with a
lungi. They removed four
gold bangles from her hand
along with her gold chain all
worth Rs 1.5 lakh. The
woman, somehow, managed
to scream for help and the
trio fled the spot.

“We are scanning CCTV
footage to get more clues,”
said SN Karanjia, inspector,
Bhachau police station.


