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Cops book 3
loan sharks
Rajkot : The Jamnagar B

Division police have booked
three loan sharks for allegedly
harassing a transporter’s family
for the last two years. Based
on a complaint filed by Suman
Rajput, the police booked
Aniruddh Jadjea, Mayur and an
unidentified person. According
to the case, Suman’s husband
Jayprakash runs a transport
company and he had borrowed
Rs 3 lakh at 5% interest from
the accused in November 2017.
He kept paying monthly
instalment of Rs 15,000. In
2019, he again borrowed Rs
1.25 at 15% interest and for
that he was paying an
instalment of Rs 5,250 every
week. In 2020, the accused told
Jayprakash that Rs 5.37 lakh
was outstanding on him for the
2017 loan account of Rs 3 lakh
and Rs 1.74 lakh was
outstanding for the 2019 loan
amount of Rs 1.25 lakh.

They have CBI, ED, police and goons,
but what matters is truth: Rahul

DWARKA: Targeting the
BJP-led Union government
over the use of central
agencies, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday said
it has CBI, ED, police and
goons, but what ultimately
matters is truth, which Gujarat
has taught the people of the
country.

"They have CBI, ED,
media, police, goons and new

attire everyday. But those
things don't matter at all.
Gujarat teaches us that what
matters is truth.

Look at Gandhiji. Did he
ever have good clothes, ED or
CBI? No. Because the truth is
always simple," Gandhi said
while addressing the Congress
workers here on the second
day of the Chintan Shivir
organised by the state unit of

the party.
"Congress workers

must understand that they
have already won the Gujarat
assembly election. You are
just not accepting it.

 People of Gujarat are
watching you with high
hopes. The BJP has harmed
the people of Gujarat, more
than it has harmed Congress,"
he said.

Gandhi is here to take
part in the state Congress'
three-day Chintan Shivir, a
brainstorming session
organised to chalk out a
detailed strategy for the
upcoming state assembly
polls, expected to be held in
December this year.

Before coming to the
venue, he visited the
Dwarkadhish temple here,
where he offered prayers to
Lord Krisha.

Gujarat: At 40, mother of two
bags AIR 4 in CS final exams

SURAT: For this
homemaker and mother of
two, the challenge of
balancing the demanding
Company Secretaries (CS)
studies and unavoidable
household duties turned out
to be a cakewalk when the
40-year-old bagged All India
Rank (AIR) 4 in the
professional programme (old
syllabus) exams, results of
which were declared on
Friday. A total of three
students from South Gujarat
are in the list of Top 10 across
the country. The two other
students from South Gujarat
scored AIR 3 in professional
programme (new syllabus)
and AIR 9 in executive
programme (new syllabus).

Talking to TOI, Suman
Sourabh, who scored 453/
900 marks said that she is very
happy with her achievement.

"Initially, I took lessons
from CS Mitesh Desai but due
to household responsibilities
and the pandemic, I took
online classes. Some of the

people known to me were
skeptical if I would be even
able to clear the exam. They
have their reasons as I have
been taking the exams since
2016 without success.
However, this time I decided
to clear the exam and silence
my critics once and for all. I
started preparation for the
examination and my family
helped me as much as they
could," said the Valsad-based
arts graduate while explaining
the arduous CS journey.

Her family members
including husband who works
with the GST department, son

who is studying electrical and
electronics engineering in
Bangalore and daughter
studying in class XI supported
her throughout the challenge.

"My advice to the next
generation of CS students is
that once the syllabus is
completed, the revision is
most important and has to be
selective study only," Sourabh
added. Sakshi Gera (21) from
Surat bagged AIR 9 by scoring
508 out of 800 marks in the
executive program (new
syllabus). Gera completed her
preparation by taking tuitions,
as the syllabus is lengthy.

"Everyone should give
their 100% not only in the
study but repeated revisions
too for a good score," she
added. Jay Mehta, who
received AIR 3 with 533 of 900
marks in the professional
programme (new Syllabus)
and the first rank in Surat, said,
"Make your study stress free.
Whenever you feel stressed,
refresh your mood first before
you study again."

Stranded Gujarati students in Ukraine waiting to be airlifted

AHMEDABAD: Nearly
2,500 students from Gujarat
stranded in Ukraine amid
Russia’s military operation
have been told by the local
Indian embassy to reach
Poland and Romanian borders
from where they can be
rescued. However, unable to
find logistics and resources
during these wartime
emergencies, the students

have been forced to take
refuge in bunkers in cities like
Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odessa and
many other places in the
western regions of Ukraine.

Soon after the war
began the students rushed
back to their colleges and
hostels amidst piercing sirens
and thundering blasts.

Harsh Darji from
Radhanpur, who is a last-year

medical student studying and
living in Odessa, said,
“Yesterday late evening, we
heard three to four eardrum-
shattering blasts in the city.
Here the local authorities have
imposed curfew after 6pm
and people are not allowed to
go out. The Romanian border
is an 11 hour ride away from
Odessa. It is impossible for
students to travel so far. It will
be easier to travel to Moldova
which is only a two-hour
journey.” Darji said that the
Indian embassy is shrugging
off its responsibility to safely
bring them to the border.

Another Gujarati
student, Shefali Sarvaiya, a
first-year medical student of
Kharkiv National University.
who reached on February 7
to Kharkiv with dreams of a
bril l iant career after
completion of her studies
there, is terrified beyond

consolation. “Russian border
is just 35km from Kharkiv.
The hostel authorities have
shifted all the students to
bomb bunkers where they are
providing us with food and
provisions. However, hearing
bullet fires and missile blasts
is terrifying.

Dilip Patel, a farmer
from Surendranagar whose
son Ronak, also a first-year
medical student of Bukovinian
State Medical University said,
“My son along with others
travelled to Kyiv where they
were supposed to be airlifted.
However, the flights were
suspended and they had to
travel back to Bukovina. He
told us that the roads are
badly damaged in the Russian
airstrikes.”

Patel said that he was
informed that two groups of
Indian students from Bukovina
have reached the Romanian

border and will be airlifted
from there.

“Nearly 2,500 students
from Gujarat are in Ukraine at
present. CM Bhupendra Patel
is in constant touch with
external affairs minister S
Jaishankar and the prime
minister's office to ensure
safe return of Gujarati
students and other citizens
from the state,” the state
education minister Jitu Vaghani
said.

He said that state chief
secretary Pankaj Kumar has
spoken to the foreign
secretary on Thursday and the
state government has also
opened a control room to
provide guidance and
information about the latest
situation in Ukraine. "Family
members of Gujarati students
can dial 079-23251900 to seek
any information or help," the
minister said.

Gujarat HC seeks report on CCTV
cameras in police stations

AHMEDABAD: Gujarat
high court on Friday directed
the state government to
submit a report on the status
of CCTV cameras installed in
police stations across the
state. This came after CCTV
footage of Vastrapur police
station was not available,
when two women complained
of being beaten over a dispute
regarding a traffic violation.

The bench of Chief
Justice Aravind Kumar and
Justice Ashutosh Shastri
noticed that CCTV cameras at
Vastrapur police station were
not functioning and video
footage was not available with
regard to the dispute in which
two women were thrashed by
traffic cops and booked after
being taken to the police
station for a traffic violation in
January. They were taken to
Vastrapur police station and
beaten. The women
complained to the magistrate
about the beating and an
inquiry is pending against the
cops. The women also moved
the HC and sought action
against the police officials
concerned for acting in

violation of Supreme Court
orders that women not be
arrested after sunset. The
arrest was not necessary, and
no notice was issued to them
before arrest because the
punishment prescribed is less
than seven years. The arrest
memo was silent on the
reason for the arrest.
Moreover, there was no effort
to collect CCTV footage and
the women’s panchnamas
were also not conducted. The
HC came down heavily on city
police and ordered a
departmental inquiry against
three cops . All three police
officials involved – police
inspector A M Rathod, PSI
Vikas Dhokadiya and constable
Nilesh Jadav of SG Highway-2
Division — were suspended,
and the government submitted
that the department would
soon issue charge memos to
them. During the hearing, it
was submitted that the spot
where the alleged traffic
violation took place is not
covered by CCTV. But the chief
justice pointed out that CCTV
footage of the police station
was not available.

Doctor demands Rs 20 lakh
dowry from wife in Pali
AHMEDABAD: A 34-

year-old woman from Paldi on
Friday filed a complaint of
dowry harassment and
domestic violence against her
husband, who is a doctor in
Pali, Rajasthan, alleging that
he abandoned her and their
nine-year-old daughter and
demanded Rs 20 lakh as
dowry so he could open a
hospital. The woman in her
FIR with Women’s police
(west) said that she married
a man from Pali in 2011. After
their wedding, she began
living with her husband in Pali
and after that her husband and
in-laws began harassing,
demanding dowry. In 2012,
she gave birth to a girl. This
did not go well with her
husband and in-laws who kept
taunting her and harassing her
over the birth of a daughter.

She said her husband
moved to Tanjavur in Tamil

Nadu in 2014 for higher
education and she moved with
him. She found out in Tanjavur
that her husband had an affair
with another woman. When
she objected to it, her husband
thrashed her. She said in the
complaint that as her husband
was harassing her and beating
her very often, she moved to
her parents’ place in Paldi.

In 2019, she was forced
to strike a compromise with
her husband, and they began
living together in Ahmedabad.

Later, he again began
demanding Rs 20 lakh so he
could build a hospital in
Ahmedabad or Pali. When she
refused to ask her parents for
money, he thrashed her and
abandoned her and their
daughter in June 2020.

She finally fi led a
complaint against her
husband and four others from
his family.

MBA student accuses
youth of sexual assault

Ahmedabad : A 26-year-
old man was arrested after his
girlfriend, an MBA student,
accused him of sexual assault
and cheating by hiding his real
identity.

Police arrested Durgesh
Rathod who works at a cloth
shop, based on a police
complaint filed with Mahila
Police Station by the 21-year-
old woman.

Police said that Rathod
was operating social media
account in the name of
Mandipsinh Anirudhsinh
Jadeja. According to police,
the woman had met Rathod
over Instagram about two
years ago. They started
meeting each other and soon
were in a relationship. On
Wednesday evening she filed
a complaint against Rathod
following which he was
arrested and booked for

sexual assault, causing hurt,
cheating and criminal
intimidation.

The woman has alleged
that she was sexually
assaulted by the accused
several times over the past
two years.

The MBA student was
living in Rajkot alone as her
parents had recently passed
away. A few days back, the
woman was informed about
the real identity of the accused.
When she confronted him over
the issue, they had a fight. She
also alleged in her complaint
that Rathod had hit her after
they had an argument.

So, on Wednesday
evening she filed a complaint
against Rathod following
which he was arrested and
booked for sexual assault,
causing hurt, cheating and
criminal intimidation.

Girl tied, raped in
Wankaner farmhouse

Ahmedabad : A 19-
year-old girl was tied up and
raped allegedly by a man
whom she didn’t know in a
farmhouse in Wankaner
taluka of Morbi district.
Police have booked two
persons — farmhouse
owner Bhupat Saraniya and
his friend (not identified) for
assault, rape and wrongful
confinement.

Though the incident
occurred on February 9, the
complaint in this regard was
filed by the girl with the
Wankaner police station on
Thursday evening.

According to the police
complaint, on February 9 the
girl was working at the
farmhouse of Saraniya. In
the afternoon, Saraniya and
his friend came to the farm
and asked the girl about her
father.

They also asked for her
mobile number.

Thereafter, the duo
asked who else were there
in the farmhouse. The girl
replied that she was alone.
Taking advantage of the
situation, Saraniya’s friend
dragged the girl into a room.
Saraniya also helped
him. First, they tied the girl’s
arms and legs and then
Saraniya’s friend allegedly
raped her.

After the incident, the
girl was traumatized and
remained upset. Finally, she
broke down before her
mother on Thursday and
then lodged a pol ice
complaint.  Though the
incident occurred on
February 9, the complaint in
this regard was filed by the
girl with the Wankaner police
station on Thursday evening.

Gujarat high court orders Sidhpur to
stop dumping waste in Saraswati river

AHMEDABAD: In order to
protect the Saraswati river
from becoming a dumping
ground, the Gujarat high court
on Friday directed the Sidhpur
municipality to stop dumping
its solid waste in the river and
threatened to supersede the
municipal body, if dumping in
the riverbed continues. Acting
on a PIL against the
municipality's dumping of 10
metric tonnes (MT) of solid
waste every day in the river,
the bench of Justice J B
Pardiwala and Justice V D
Nanavati observed that
Sidhpur municipality has
caused substantial damage to

the river. It is not possible in
scientific manner to repair the
damage done. The court
issued orders to clean the
river and ensure that further
damage is not caused. Beside
ordering the municipality to
stop dumping in the river, the
HC directed Gujarat Pollution
Control Board (GPCB) to
depute a team to survey the
area and submit a report on
its condition. GPCB has been
directed to keep close watch
on the municipality's disposal
of solid waste and the Patan
district collector was ordered
to ensure there not be any
further pollution in the

Saraswati.
The court ordered the

municipality to send its solid
waste for dumping to land
allotted by the government as
a landfill site, and said that not
even a morsel should be
dumped in the river.

The high court posed a
query to the municipality how
it proposes to shift the waste
to the dumping site from the
river. The court has also
questioned GPCB what steps
it has taken against the erring
officials of the municipality.
With regard to daily dumping
of solid waste, the high court
said that the municipality has
committed an offence under
the Water Act and other laws
to curb pollution. A further
hearing has been posted for
March 25. It is not possible in
scientific manner to repair the
damage done. The court
issued orders to clean the
river and ensure that further
damage is not caused. Beside
ordering the municipality to
stop dumping in the river, the
HC directed Gujarat Pollution
Control Board (GPCB) to
depute a team to survey the
area and submit a report on
its condition.


