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The Technical Advisory Com-
mittee intends to collaborate 
with the Institute of  Animal 
Health & Veterinary Biologi-
cals for a study on the possibil-
ity of  humans contracting Cov-
id-19 from pets. Experts say 
though chances are quite low, a 
few studies found that it is not 
impossible. Recently, a study 
showed a veterinarian in Thai-
land had contracted coronavi-
rus from an infected pet cat last 
year, which is also the first sus-
pected case of  cat-to-human 
transmission. The study also 
said cats are far more likely to 
catch the virus from people, 
than transmitting it to humans. 
However, in case a pet is infect-
ed, it is necessary to take pre-
cautions, experts say.

According to sources, at a 
meeting last week, TAC experts 
requested the state health de-
partment to send out a remind-
er to seek the status of  the 
project report on the demand 
for animal surveillance. The 
TAC had in March sought the 
IAH&VB, Hebbal, to conduct a 
study and surveillance for Cov-
id-19 in animals in zoos, nation-
al parks, game sanctuaries and 
others having close interaction 
with humans.

“TAC recommends a health 

joint risk assessment for Cov-
id-19, involving IAH&VB, 
NCBS, NIV and other institu-
tions. To begin with, a work-
shop or meeting is to be con-
vened in the DoHFW as soon as 
possible,” the earlier recom-
mendation had said in March.

Recently, there was a study 
from Thailand, post which ex-
perts from TAC apparently 
sought that animal surveil-
lance be taken up to rule out 
the possibility of  pets spread-
ing Covid-19. “Though it is rare, 
there have been a few studies 
where minks, cats, lions and a 
few other animals have con-
tracted Covid-19. In this back-
ground, we had sought a study 
by the institute to see if  ani-
mals can be a source of  infec-
tion. We are waiting for the re-
port to be submitted to TAC,” 
said Dr Sudarshan MK, Chair-
man, TAC.

Interestingly, Hisar-based 
National Research Centre on 
Equines has come up with a 
vaccine called Ancovax, which 
can protect animals against 
Delta and Omicron variants of  
SARS-CoV-2. This can be used 
for dogs, lions, leopards, mice 
and rabbits, and is the first 
Covid vaccine for animals de-
veloped in India. Scientists 
from the Indian Council of  Ag-
ricultural Research had earlier 
told the media, “The vaccine 
can protect animals in a zoo. It 
can also prevent transmission 
from companion animals to 
humans.”

It may be noted that last year, 
one Asiatic lion in Chennai had 
contracted the virus, and it was 
suspected that another had 
died due to it. A leopard cub 
and three wild Asiatic lions 
were also found dead, and then 
tested positive for Covid-19.
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The RTPCR reports of  NSE School stu-
dents arrived on June 11 and all of  them 
were negative, while RTPCR reports of  
MES students are still awaited. In the 
meantime, the samples of  all their class-
mates were tested and they are 
negative.

BBMP officials asked students of  only 
Class 6 of  NSE school and Class 5 of  
MES to stay at home.

Palike officials met officials from the 
education department and private 
schools association, and directed them 
to intensify Standard Operating Proce-

dures at all schools and col-
leges in the city. The Pa-
like has also made 
wearing of  masks man-
datory for children.

BBMP Special Com-
missioner (Health) Dr 

Trilok Chandra said, “The 
schools are permitted to reo-

pen once the sanitisation process is 
complete. Among children between 15 
and 18 years, 79 per cent are vaccinated 
with the first dose and 69 per cent with 
the second dose. In the 12-14 age catego-
ry, 82 per cent are vaccinated with the 
first dose and 39 per cent with the sec-
ond dose. We plan to complete the vac-
cination of  children by the month-
end.”

Health Minister Dr K Sudhakar said, 
“Respective classes where the Covid cas-
es are reported must be suspended, and 
Covid protocols followed. Since children 
of  this age group are vaccinated and 
these are the variants of  Omicron, par-
ents need not be anxious.”

EN  S  @  B e n g a l u r u 

With Mysuru Expressway ex-
pected to open in October, Kar-
nataka State Road Transport 
Corporation (KSRTC) officials 
are looking at plying premium 
sector buses, especially electri-
cal buses, as there is good 
demand.

KSRTC Managing Director V 
Anbu Kumar said, “We plan to 
conduct a survey soon to de-
ploy new buses, especially elec-
tronic buses, as the Express-
way is a high-demand route. 
Fifty electrical buses will be de-
livered before October, and we 
will run a good number of  bus-
es. It should be a convenient 
and comfortable journey.”

He said they are taking opin-
ions from people, elected repre-
sentatives and experts, and are 
planning to deploy some low-
floor buses which are with 
BMTC. To help people track 
and access buses, routes and 
arrival time on their mobiles, 
5,000 buses belonging to KSRTC 
will be installed with GPS.

E x p r e ss   N e w s  S e r v i c e  @ M y s u r u

The state cabinet is all set to dis-
cuss and take a call on whether 
privatising Lalitha Mahal hotel in 
Mysuru as several private players 
are evincing interest to take over 
the iconic structure. 

District Minister S T Somashek-
ar said the issue had come up be-
fore Chief  Minister Basavaraj 

Bommai who has constituted a 
cabinet sub-committee compris-
ing Tourism Minister Ajay Singh 
and Sports Minister K C Narayan 
Gowda who will soon table their 
report.

Somashekar said they will 
present their opinion in the cabi-
net meeting and the chief  minis-
ter will take the final call.

He said the government has also 

taken the feedback of  the tourists 
seriously and wanted to provide 
the best to them. 

Asked about the Taj Group show-
ing interest to take over the heritage 
property, he said it will be decided 
by the cabinet. He also recalled that 
they had opposed the privatisation 
of  hotels on the previous occasion 
when C P Yogeshwar was at the 
helm of  tourism department.

Decision on Lalith Mahal hotel privatisation soon

‘Schools can 
reopen after 
sanitisation’

KSRTC to ply 
e-buses on 
Mysuru 
Expressway

Transmission from pets to 
humans, TAC seeks study
Study shows animals get virus; Ancovax can fight Delta, Omicron  

A health worker inoculates Covid-19 vaccine to class VIII  student at govt school  
in Bengaluru on Tuesay |  Vinod Kumar T 

Denied wheelchair, man carries 
physically-challenged son in arms
Mysuru: Denied wheelchair, a man carried his physically-
challenged child in his arms from the premises of Mandya 
Institute of Medical Science (MIMS), a video of which has 
gone viral on social media. A native of Ramanagar was 
seen carrying his child in his arms and walking for about 
1.5 km. The public in the video questions the man who 
replied that as the scanning machines were not working, 
the doctors had prescribed to get it done at a private 
laboratory but denied wheelchair.

City engg college principal nominated 
as dean faculty of VTU
Mysuru: Prof B Sadashivegowda, principal of 
Vidyavardhaka College of Engineering, has been 
nominated as dean faculty of Visvesvaraya 
Technological University (VTU). Considering his 
contribution in academic and research, the VTU has 
nominated Prof Sadashivegowda for the position for 
the period of 2022-23.
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B’luru Urban: 582

B’luru Rural: 1

Bagalkot: 0

Ballari: 2

Belagavi: 1

Bidar: 0

Chamarajanagar: 0

Chikkaballapur: 0

Chikkamagaluru: 0

Chitradurga: 0

D Kannada: 4

Davanagere: 0

Dharwad: 0

Gadag: 0

Hassan: 0

Haveri: 0

Kalaburagi: 0

Kodagu: 0

Kolara:0

Koppal: 1

Mandya: 0

Mysuru: 0

Raichur: 0

Ramanagara: 0

Shivamogga: 1

Tumakuru: 0

Udupi: 1

U Kannada: 1

Vijayapura: 0

Yadgir: 0


