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Top-ranked Novak Djokovic is on the entry list for the BNP Paribas Open in 
California, where the Serb would face a vaccine mandate. Djokovic, who was 
unvaccinated for Covid-19 as of last month, was detained and eventually 
deported from Australia before the grand slam for failing to meet the 
country’s strict vaccination requirements. 

Djokovic on entry list for   
vaccinated-only event

Hoping to hit 
sweep spot

With the series in the bag, India might  
want to try out a few combinations in final 

ODI against West Indies
G o m e s h  S  @ Chennai

BETWEEN September 2005 and 
May 2006, India went on a 
streak of  17 consecutive victo-
ries while chasing in ODIs un-
der the captaincy of  Rahul 
Dravid. It was a period when 
they often chose to field first — 
12 of  the 17 wins — irrespective 
of  the conditions to get better 
as a team at chasing. Which is 
why, when Rishabh Pant walked 
out to open the batting with Ro-
hit Sharma on Wednesday, the 
decision had Rahul Dravid 
written all over it. 

However, shortly after the 
match, Rohit all but confirmed 
that Shikhar Dhawan will be 
taking the southpaw’s place at 
the top in the final ODI.  “I have 
been asked to do different 
things, so this was different. 
People will be happy seeing 
Rishabh open then, but yeah it 
is not permanent,” he said in 
the post match presentation, 
adding, “We will get Shikhar 
back next game, and he needs 
some game time. It is not al-
ways the results. We wanted to 
try it one game.”

If  Dhawan does return to his 
spot on Friday, India will have 
all of  their established top 
three — Dhawan, Rohit and Vi-
rat Kohli — in the playing elev-
en after almost a year. The 
dearth of  centuries among 
them in the last 18 months has 
been discussed a lot, and India 
would want them back at their 
best,  scoring big,  going 
forward.

Meanwhile, the team man-
agement will also have a deci-
sion to make as either of  Surya-
kumar Yadav or Deepak Hooda 
will have to make way for Pant 
in the middle-order on Dha-

wan’s return. Either way, it was 
clear that India want KL Rahul 
to continue to bat in the middle 
at No 4 or 5, depending on 
match situations. 

In the bowling department, 
Rohit had spoken about bring-
ing Kuldeep Yadav slowly back 
into the scheme of  things. With 
the series in the bag, India 
might field the wrist spinner in 
place of  Chahal to maintain the 
balance of  the batting-order. 

However, there might be very 
little change in the pace attack, 
possibly Deepak Chahar in 
place of  Shardul Thakur, as 
Mohammed Siraj and Prasidh 
Krishna, the player of  the 
match in second ODI, have been 
impressive and had very little 
game-time so far. 

“We don’t mind losing a few 
games trying out a few things. 
Because it is important to look 
at the long term goals. We will 
see what works out well for the 
team combination,” Rohit had 
said on Wednesday. Going by 
the captain’s words and from 
what we have seen so far in the 
series, there could be a lot more 
experimentation in the coming 
months until they figure their 
b e s t  p o s s i b l e  t e a m 
combinations. 

G o m e s h  S  @ Chennai

THROUGH the course of  2021, 
India skipper Mithali Raj in-
sisted on their top-order per-
forming consistently, especially 
in the ODIs, for them to put up 
scores over 250 consistently. “If  
we have to visit the 2017 World 
Cup where the team did well 
and put on a score of  250-270 is 
because there’s at least one top-
order bat who played through 
the innings and the rest of  
them revolved around that bat-
ter,” Mithali had said in their 
pre-departure press conference 
last month.

In the last 12 months, both 
Smriti Mandhana and Shafali 
Verma haven’t been able to con-
vert the starts they have got. 

Verma has one fifty in six in-
nings while Mandhana has two 
in eleven. Which is why, the five 
matches against New Zealand 
is crucial for India to get the 
openers back at their best be-
fore the World Cup begins.

However, with doubts over 
Mandhana’s availability, who’s 
in MIQ per New Zealand gov-
ernment rules, Mithali and Co. 
will have to make do with the 
available players. Given the 
team management’s priority to 
have a left-right combination at 
the top, Bhatia could open with 
Verma, who hasn’t been con-
sistent herself, if  Mandhana is 
not available as she did in the 
T20I.

In hindsight, it might not be 
a bad thing to happen as Mith-

ali, who will be taking the place 
of  Sabbineni Meghana, could 
be batting at three followed by 
Harmanpreet Kaur at four. 
Through 2021, the argument for 
India skipper to move up to No 
3 couldn’t materialise, largely 
due to unavailability of  the in-
jured Kaur. Mithali batting at 
three would mean that India 

will have Deepti Sharma, Richa 
Ghosh and Pooja Vastrakar bat-

ting one position higher 
than they did last 
year, creating a space 

for an extra all-round-
er in Sneh Rana. 

In the bowling department, 
Poonam Yadav’s deteriorating 
form is a concern. Jhulan Gos-
wami is likely to take her place, 
but whether Meghna Singh or 
Renuka Singh Thakur will ac-
company her in Simrah Dil Ba-
hadur’s spot will depend on 
their availability. Either way, it 
is almost certain that India will 
play three seamers instead of  
two as they did in the lone 
T20I. 
Live on Amazon Prime Video from 
3.30 AM on Saturday (February 12)

India seek positive start amidst uncertainty

A s h i m  S u n a m  @ Bengaluru

A glance at the ATP rank-
ings will reveal that Czech Re-
public does not comprise a sin-
gle player in the top 100. For a 
country which won the Davis 
Cup back-to-back in 2012 and 
2013, that does not augur too 
well. Jiri Vesely, currently 
ranked at 123, is one of  their 
best singles players from the 
country, six places below To-
mas Machac.

In fact, the region has not 
been able to produce elite play-
ers like Radek Stepanek and To-
mas Berdych after their retire-
ment  in  2017  and 2019 
respectively.  “There have al-
ways been periods in every 
country where you had top play-
ers — (Andre) Agassi and (Pete) 
Sampras  — and last few years 
Americans didn’t have top play-
ers in the top 30. Now they have 
(Taylor) Fritz, (Reilly) Opleka 
and these young guys coming 
up. Now, we also have talented 
players so I think we will find 
more Czechs in top 100, 50, 30…” 
said Vesely, who ended India’s 
singles challenge at the Ben-
galuru Open, beating Prajnesh 
Gunneswaran 3-6, 6-2, 6-1.

Interestingly, the situation is 
completely different for Czech 
Republic when it comes to 
women’s tennis. In the last ten 
editions of  the Fed Cup, they 
emerged champions six times, 
showcasing their dominance. 
Such kind of  results can only 
be achieved when there is great 
depth and quality. They have 
eight players in the top 100 with 
Barbora Krejcikova and Karo-
lina Pliskova ranked third and 
fourth, respectively, in the WTA 
rankings. 

Krejcikova also clinched the 
2021 French Open. Petra Kvito-
va, ranked 23, has two Grand 
Slams.

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Ma  r t i n  J o s e p h  @ Kochi

A 3-0 defeat against a direct ri-
val does not make good read-
ing, especially at a club like 
Kerala Blasters who tend to 
take a trigger happy approach 
in the past. Managers are im-
mediately under pressure and 
a mood of  a mini-crisis takes 
over at a club that has been no-
torious for changing coaches 
without a second thought sea-
son after season. Jamshedpur’s 
win takes them to second in the 
table while Blasters find them-
selves outside the top four after 
a long time, but there is no 
sense of  crisis this time for the 
Kochi-based outfit. Unlike in 
previous seasons, Ivan Vu-
komanovic’s position as head 
coach is as secure as it comes 
because of  the sheer impact he 
has had so far. The 44-year-old 
has turned Blasters into a title 
contender while playing a fear-
less and attacking brand of  
football. 

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Vesely confident 
Czech men’s 
stocks will rise 
soon on court

Blasters humbled 
but no panic 
under Ivan

E x p r e s s  r e a d
Indian paddler  Sathiyan 

signs with French club 
NEW DELHI: Keen to prepare for 
the Paris Olympics, Indian table 

tennis player G Sathiyan has 
signed with French Pro A league 
club, Jura Morez Tennis de Table 
for 2022-23 season. Having won 

gold and bronze in the men’s 
team event at the 2018 

Commonwealth Games and Asian 
Games, respectively, will make his 

debut in the prestigious league.

Dutch team pulls out of 
ties in India due to virus

New Delhi: The Dutch women’s 
hockey team has pulled out of its 

back-to-back FIH Pro League 
matches against India to be played  
in Bhubaneswar on February 19 and 

20 due to rise in Covid-19 cases in 
the Netherlands. The Royal Dutch 
Hockey Association (KNHB) said it 

has requested International Hockey 
Federation (FIH) to postpone the 

matches to a later date.

Bengal split points with 
Delhi  in Pro Kabaddi 
Bengaluru: Defending 
champions Bengal Warriors held 
Dabang Delhi to an entertaining 
39-39 tie in a Pro Kabaddi League 
match. Delhi thought they had 
won the match when Naveen 
Kumar picked a 3-point Super 
Raid in the final minute, but 
Manjeet Chhillar’s unsuccessful 
tackle allowed Bengal to stay in 
the match and secure a tie. 

A F P  @ Manchester

Pep Guardiola warned many 
hurdles still lie in the way of  
Manchester City and a fourth 
Premier League title in five 
years after sweeping aside 
Brentford 2-0. Tottenham’s top 
four bid suffered a blow in a 
dramatic 3-2 defeat against 
Southampton.

City have dropped only two 
points in the league in 14 games 
stretching back to October.

Guardiola’s men were not at 
their scintillating best at the 

Etihad, but still had far too 
much for a Brentford side that 
risk being dragged into a rele-
gation battle. The Bees had held 
out bravely for 40 minutes until 
a mistimed tackle from Mads 
Roerslev brought down Ra-
heem Sterling and Riyad Mah-
rez coolly slotted away the 
penalty.

Until that point City had been 
guilty of  not taking their chanc-
es as Sterling fired over on the 
volley from Phil Foden’s perfect 
cross and Aymeric Laporte 
side-footed inches wide from 

Ruben Dias’ knockdown.
The hosts never looked in 

danger of  conceding as they 
registered a 14th clean sheet in 
24 league games this season.

However, Guardiola’s cele-
brations when the second goal 
finally arrived 20 minutes from 
time told the story of  nerves be-
ginning to build around the Eti-
had that their dominance was 
n o t  s h o w i n g  o n  t h e 
scoreboard.
Wednesday’s results: Norwich 1-1 Crystal 
Palace; Tottenham 2-3 Southampton; Man 
City 2-0 Brentford; Aston Villa 3-3 Leeds.

City beat Brentford, Spurs lose

Corrigendum Notice
Application inviting for the post of 1. Accountant and 2. Office 

Assistant on Contract basis as advertised earlier vide Advertisement 
no. JCRL/02/2021 and JCRL/03/2021 with professional ability test in 
place of interview.

Jharkhand Central Railway Limited (JCRL) is seeking candidates 
for the above posts on Contract basis. The detailed advertisement can 
be downloaded from CCL's website i.e. www.centralcoalfields.in or 
can be collected from JCRL, HQ on working days. Last date of 
submission of application is   28.02.2022. For any further query please 
contact on   following email id: ceojcrl2020@gmail.com.
Note : Candidates who have already applied against earlier 
advertisement need not apply again.  
For more details log on to www.centralcoalfields.in

Jharkhand Central Railway Limited
( A JV of Central Coalfields Limited , IRCON International Limited and

Govt.of Jharkhand  Reg. office : CCL, Dharbhanga House , Ranchi , Jharkhand , Pin :834029)

Ref No. Advertisement no JCRL/02/2021 and JCRL/03/2021
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