(From left) People waiting to
press the button; Voters get
their temperature checked as a
precautionary Covid-19 measure
at the entrance of a polling
station; a citizen gets her finger
marked with indelible ink after
£A5ting her vole | sHEXHAR YADAY

QUEUES OUTSIDE
POLLING STATION
Queues could be seen
outslde polling stations
early morning, after which
the crowd thinned out while
it again picked up after
mid-day when many
youngsters, senior citizens
and even groups of college
students were seen coming
out in large numbers to
cast thelr votes.
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Pro-people not pro-corruption: What youths want

Day 1 of Assembly polls at Ghaziabad sees large chunk of voters from the 18-21 age group turn up, some convinced their friends to vote

VATSALA SHRANGI &
PRIYANSHI SHARMA @ Ghaziabad

FFOR first-time voters in the sat-
ellite towns of Noida and Ghaz-
iabad, which went to polls in
the first phase of the Uttar
Pradesh state assembly elec-
tions on Thursday, it's all about
better infrastructure, greater
mobility and a corruption-free
government. Excited to hold on
to their voting slips, voung vot-
ers were seen lining up at the
polling booths across the city
happy to cast their first vote.

While Noida and Greater No-
ida under Gautam Buddh Na-
gar district are relatively new
cities with high-rises and mod-
ern facilities, scores of residen-
tial towers coming up over the
past vears have added a large
voung population in the 18-21
age-group, who got the first
chance to exercise their fran-
chise in the assembly polls and
since the pandemic struck.

Most of the youth in this age-
group said that better roads,
connectivity and a government
that is pro-people instead of

“pro-corruption” are attributes
they are keen to vote for,

Anamika Gupta, 19, a first-
time voter, happy to pose with
her inked finger, told The Morn-
ing Standard, that she had been
waiting for the polling day
since her voter card was made,
“It is only when you go inside
the polling booth before the
EVM that you feel what means
to cast one’s vote is and chose
one's own government,” said
Gupta, who was accompanied
by her parents to a polling sta-
tion in Ghaziabad.

Guenes could be seen outside
polling stations early morning,
after which the crowd thinned
onit while it again picked up af
ter mid-day when many young-
sters, senjor citizens and even
groups of students were seen
coming out in large numbers,

Polls were held on Thursday
for 58 assembly constituencies
spread across 11 districts in
Western Uttar Pradesh. Polling
began at 7 am and went on till
6,30 pm at some of the booths,

Anuj Sharma, 20, an engi-
neering student from Noida Ex-

tension, had come with a group
of friends to the polling station.
“We decided to come together
to celebrate our first vote. Con-
nectivity is a major issue here.
While there is the Metro, which
is vet to come up in most areas,
the auto rickshaws overcharge
commuters just to reach the
nearest metro station. Also, the
electricity is too expensive, as
most societies run just on DG
sets. We want a government
that is both pro-people and pro-
vouth,"” said Sharma.

Many also said they had con-

vinced their friends, who were
not 50 keen to come out and
vote, “T told my friends, who
were initially like what differ-
ence does it make if they vote
or not, to come out and fulfill
their duty as a citizen. It was a
nice feeling after casting my
vote,” sald 20-yvear-old Rajat
Sikka, a medical student.

Given that these are the first
elections to be conducted since
the pandemic began, the ad-
ministration ensured thermal
sereening and sanitisation fa-
cilities at all booths.

Third wave almost ebbing but not over: Doctors

ANKITA UPADHYAY g New Delhi

WHILE the peak of the third
wave is over as cases are fast
declining, the doctors say that
it will take another 7-10 days’
time for the wave to be over.

As per Dr Sanjay Kumar Rai,
Professor, Department of Com-
munity Medicine at All India
Institute of Medical Science,
“This wave was not highly in-
fectious, but active cases are
still in large numbers,”

Dr Rai says that sur-
veillance svatem is the
way forward as this vi-
rus is not going away
anytime soon,

“We need to monitor
the behaviour of the
virus, In the last two
vears, we have gen-
erated a lot of evi-

an effect on Omicron variant,
Dr Jugal Kishore, HoD of
Community Medicine, Safdar-
jung Hospital, feels that Omi-
cron reduces the fatality and
prevents cases from becoming
severe. “The Omicron variant
was mild and that is why the
curve came so quick. Chances
of cases increasing is very
bleak but we still need to wait

for 10 more days,” he added.

Meanwhile, Dr Suresh Ku-
mar from Lok Navak Hos-
pital pitched for more
vaccinations and pre-
dicted that the COV-
1D-19 third wave will
end by this month end.
“ICU beds are still oc-
cupied and many
states are reporting
maore and more cas-
es. We need more

7 4 ICU beds are still el
dence against it. We  geeypledandmany  Vaccinations. Many
cannotstop the prop-  statesarereporting  People have only tak-
agation but it is al-  moreand morecases.  en the first dose and
ways better to take We need more did not take second
the correct meas.  vaccinations.Many  dose yet.” he

ures, In future, the  Peoplehaveonly informed.
best way out is to “ﬂ“:g::;tﬂt:::’ Dr Kumar added
monitor all the j dose yet that a laidback ap-
cases,” he adds. proach cannot be
Dy Rai added: Dr Suresh Kumar, taken when it comes
“There can be infec- Lok Nayak Hospital to vaccinations and

tions because the

ENA virus mutates, but since
we have good immunity with
the help of vaccinations, we
can say that severity will not
happen again.”

With vacecination drives be-
ing conducted for teenagers
and adults and booster for sen-
ior citizens, the effectiveness of
the virus is thought to reduce.

However, doctors point that
no study has been conducted to
prove that vaccination has had

following Covid
guidelines.

On Thursday, the national
capital recorded 1,104 fresh cas-
esdue to Covid-19 and 12 deaths,
taking the positivity rate to 2,08
per cent. There are 5,438 active
cases in the city at present.

While the cases are on a steep
decline, the number of tests
conducted have been above
40,000 on a regular basis and a
total of 52,848 tests were con-
ducted on Thursday alone.

OPEN RELIGIOUS
PLACES:BIPTOL-G

Delhi BJP chief Adesh
Gupta on Wednesday
urged Lieutenant Governor
Anil Baijal to allow people
to visit temple and other
religious places in view of
declining Covid cases in
the capital. Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
{DDOMA), chaired by Baijal,
had earlier directed that
religious places will stay
open but visitors will not
be allowed. In his letter,
Gupta said with Covid
cases coming down, the
DDMA has lifted weekly
curfew and allowed
reopening of schools,
gyms, spas, swimming
pool, cinema halls, offices,
marriage halls, restaurant
amaong others. He said this
restriction was causing
inconvenience to those
who worship regularly at

religious places. PTI

Delay in allotting hostel
rooms to affect admission

NEW DELHI: While Delhi Uni-
versity (DU} announced the re-
sumption of offline classes, stu-
dents seeking hostel
accommodation will have to
wait a little longer as colleges
might take a few more days to
complete the allotment of

rooms, officials said. i

Following the reopen- &
ing announcement, DU £
colleges have sprung §
into action and are re-
vamping their hostel 08
rooms, officials said.

College principal Sanjeev
Kumar Tiwari, Maharaja
Agrasen College, said they are
working on a “war footing” to
prepare hostel rooms to accom-
modate 56 students. “We have
begun preparing the rooms by
applying a fresh coat of paint

C-

on the walls,” he said,

“If it's a small room. only one
student will be allowed. The
hostel 1ist can’t come out on
Februarv 17. After the admis-
sion process finishes, the hostel
list is prepared. This usually

happens every vear,” said Ki-
= roriMal College principal
Vibha Chauhan,

Pankaj Arora, Dean
Students® Welfare, DU,
said, “We advised prov-
osts to complete the proc-
ess of hostel allotment on-
line so that students know
where they are going after they
return to Delhi. Arranging iso-
lation facility is the hostel’s pre-
rogative. If students wish, they
can complete their three-day
isolation period elsewhere and
then come to the hostel,”  PTY
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After classes reopen, maximum teen vaccine camps in schools

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i@ New Deli

WITH schools reopening, it has
become an important task for
the government to vaccinate
children of the 15-17 age group.
According to officials in Delhi
government's health depart-
ment, the maximum vaccina-
tion camps were set up in gov-
ernment schools where
teenagers were jabbed,
Vaccination for this age
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group that began on January 3,
has witnessed a total of 10,41,887
teenagers who were adminis-
tered both Covid doses so far.
Till February 10, 8,73, 560 teen-
agers received their first dose,

This age group are being ad-
ministered Covaxin, a two-dose
vaccine, with each jab to be tak-
en at least 28 days apart.

The maximum first dose of
the vacecine has been given in
the South West district with

SDMC BUDGET

No to tax hike, yes
to yoga in parks

NEW DELHI: The proposal made in South
Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) an-
nual budget to increase property tax ley-
ied on residential and commercial proper-
ties was rejected by the Leader of House
on Thursday, officials said.

The move comes ahead of Delhi civie
polls due in April. Recently, EDMC also re-
jected a hike in property tax, proposed in
its budget. Leader of House in BJP-led
SDMC, Inderjeet Sehrawat on Thursday
finalised the SDMC budget after making
several proposals, including “increasing
the budget for moral education from 215
lakh to 225 lakh™ in SDMC schools.

SDMC Commissioner Gyanesh Bharati
on November 23 had proposed to increase
property tax levied on residential and
commercial properties, and reduce the
number of rate slabs from three to two,

Also, the last date for availing the amen-
sty scheme for payment of property tax
with 100 per cent waiver of both interest
and penalty, to March 31, it said. Leader of
House also proposed to start special yvoga
centres at SDMC parks. At first, one yoga
centre will be started in each ward.

PTI

1,17,984 followed by the North
West district with 1,135,439,
Maximum number of
second doses were given
in North East district
with 37,530 teenagers |
fully jabbed followed |
by 25,984 teenagers in
South West district.
“These districts are
densely populated with a large
number of schools and residen-
tial areas. and this is why we

were able to attain the highest

number of the vaccinations,”
said an health official.

" New Delhi district had
the lowest number of
first doses with 52,728
teenagers, While the
Central Delhi district

got the lowest in second

dose vaccinations with just

11,395 teenagers inoculated.,

“Initially, we did not focus
more on private schools but we

City to get 10 specialised
schools this year, 31 in all

NEW DELHI: Ten new
schools of specialised excel-
lence (SoSEs) will be opera-
tional in Delhi from the 2022-23
academic session and an
Armed Forces Preparatory
School (AFPS) will start oper-
ating in the Jharoda Kalan
area, according to Directorate
of Education (DoE) officials.

Total SoSEs operational in
the 2022-23 will be 31. “Ten
more schools across four spe-
cialisations (four STEM, two
humanities, two performing
and visual arts and two high-
end 21st-century skills) are be-
ing added, while AFPS will be
operational in Jharoda Kalan.
Thus, the total number of SoS-
Es in 2022-23 will be 31," a sen-
ior Dok official said.

“All SoSEs shall be affiliated
to the Delhi Board of School
Eduecation (DBSE) operating
in partnership with Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB). Ad-
missions will be offered in

Class2and in Class 11 in STEM
So8Es and AFPS through an
aptitude test or on the basis of
a child's interest in earlier
classes,” the official added.

The Delhi government had
launched the SoSEs last year as
choice-based schools. With
world-class infrastructure and
facilities suited to transact
new-age curriculum, the stu-
dents of these schools will have
the opportunity for experien-
tial learning through projects,
field visits and internships in
their areas of interest, Twenty
such schools were made opera-
tional in Phase 1 last vear.

“A minimum of 60 per cent
ageregate marks in Class 7 is
required for admission in
Class 9of any SoSE. In case of
performing and visual arts,
minimum marks can be
waived if the candidate re-
ceived an award in any art
form at zonal level and up-
wards,” the official said. PTT

collaborated with both govern-
ment and private schools; how-
ever, a majority of private insti-
tutions did the vaccination of
their students on their own,"”
said an official working with
the health department of the
Delhi government, Street chil-
dren are also being inoculated
in the drive, the official added.
Children who fell sick in the
Omicron wave, can get vacci-
nated after three months.

L-G reviews
unlit spots for
women safety

NEW DELHI: Delhi L-G Anil
Baijal on Thursday reviewed
the status of llumination of
dark spots in the national capi-
tal and stressed the need for
real-time maonitoring of the
functioning of streetlights and
their repair within 48 hours.

Baijal chaired the 16th meet-
ing of the Task Force on Wom-
en Safety with Delhi Chief Sec-
retary, Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) chief Swati
Maliwal, Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) chief Anurag Kundu
and other senior officials and
stakeholders, including a sen-
ior police officer,

While appreciating the ef-
fiorts made by authovities so far,
he stressed upon seamless in-
ter-departmental coordination
for effective implementation of
policies, programmes and
schemes, related to women
safety in Delhi, it said. e
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