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2 Nigerian nationals were arrested on 

Thursday for assaulting a man from 
Cameroon in Greater Noida

CITY IN NUMBERS

AUSPICIOUS MONTH
Devotees offer prayers to a statue of Lord Shiva on the first day of the holy 
month of ‘Shravan’, at Kadipur Shiv Temple in Gurugram on Thursday |  PTI

Delay in medical care 
to rape survivors: DCW
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

THE Delhi Commission for 
Women has issued a notice to 
the state health authorities 
over long delays in conduct-
ing medical examination of  
sexual assault survivors at 
Delhi’s hospitals. 

The commission said that it 
assists all survivors of  sexual 
assault through initiatives 
under its Rape Crisis 
Cell as well as Crisis 
Intervention Centre, 
and provides psycho-
logical and legal as-
sistance to the survi-
vors of  sexual assault. 

The counsellors of  the 
commission – who remain 
present in the hospitals dur-
ing the medical examination 
of  survivors to provide them 
support – have informed that 
there happens to be undue de-
lays in conducting their medi-
cal examination. 

“For instance, it took al-
most 15 hours to conduct med-
ical examination of  a sexual 
assault survivor at the Deen 
Dayal Upadhyay Hospital, 12 
hours at the Lok Nayak Hos-
pital and over 8 hours at the 
Safdarjung Hospital. On an 

average, a rape survivor is 
made to wait for hours for 
their medical examination at 
hospitals in the capital,” the 
commission said. 

When this reporter contact-
ed health officials, including 
health secretary Amit Singla, 
messages and calls remained 
unanswered.  

The commission taking suo 
motu cognisance in the mat-

ter has issued a notice to the 
health authorities seek-

ing reasons for the de-
lay. It sought data to 
assess whether re-
sources, both infra-
structure and human 

resource have been al-
lotted specifically for the 

purpose of  medical examina-
tion of  rape survivors. 

Details have been sought of  
the process followed by the 
hospitals to give priority to 
the survivors of  rape, stand-
ard timelines in which the ex-
amination must happen and 
action taken against the offic-
ers if  the medical examina-
tion is not conducted within 
the desired time frame. In its 
notice, the commission has 
stated that incase SOPs have 
not been drafted by the health 
authorities.

Jahangirpuri connected to 
CAA-NRC protests: Police
Crime Branch unit of Delhi Police submits 2,063-page charge sheet

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

IN the most recent development 
in Jahagirpuri violence, Delhi 
Police on Thursday submitted 
the charge sheet in the Rohini 
court, in which it has been es-
tablished that the violence was 
in continuation of  the protests 
against CAA and NRC of  2019 
and 2020 in Shaheen Bagh and 
the riots. The remnants of  
these incidents further aggra-
vated during Ram Navami this 
year erupting in riots in differ-
ent parts of  the country.

As per the 2,063-pages charge 
sheet, 37 accused were arrest-
ed, while 8 are absconding. The 
37 arrested accused have been 
charged with offences includ-
ing attempted murder, arson 
and criminal conspiracy. Be-
sides, FIR has been filed against 
two juveniles before the Princi-
pal Juvenile Justice Board.

The eight accused who are 
absconding are identified as 
Sanwar Kalia, Saddam Khan, 
Salman, Ashanoor, Ishrafil, Ja-
hangir, Hasmat and Sheikh 
Sikander. As per the police, of  
the 37 people mentioned in the 
charge sheet, 30 are Muslims 

and 7 are Hindus. 
According to authorities, the 

charge sheet submitted by the 
Crime Branch of  the Delhi Po-
lice also includes the Arms Act 
in addition to the 13 articles of  
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

For the investigation, Delhi 
Police inspected footage of  58 
CCTV cameras installed 
around the Kushal Cinema and 
C-block of  Jahagirpuri. Along 
with this, 34 viral videos and 56 
videos from electronic media 
were collected and analysed in 
the Police investigation. 

Thirteen teams of  the Delhi 
Police were deployed for the de-
tailed verification of  the ac-
cused persons, dump data, fa-

cial recognition software 
technology, as well as cellphone 
video to arrest the accused. 

During the probe, nine fire 
arms, five live cartridges, two 
empty cartridges, nine swords 
and clothes of  11 accused per-
sons worn at the time of  the in-
cident( as seen in videos) have 
been recovered. The police ex-
amined 132 witnesses out of  
which 85 were police and 47 
public persons/doctors and 
others. 

The communal violence at 
Jahangirpuri erupted on April 
16 during the procession of  
Ram Navami. As per the FIR, 
the violence broke out between 
Hindus and Muslims when the 
procession was passing from 
the Jama Masjid at the C-block 
of  Jahangirpuri. During the 
violence, few police officials 
and civilians were injured, 
while property damage was 
also reported. Later, the Delhi 
Police initiated the investiga-
tion, which was later trans-
ferred to the Crime Branch. 

The Rohini court has set for 
July 28 the consideration of  the 
charge sheet filed by the Crime 
Branch related to the Jahangir-
puri violence. 

I F R A H  M U F T I  @ New Delhi

THE Delhi Commission for 
Protection of  Child Rights 
(DCPCR) has rescued over 200 
children in the past one month 
under the children in street 
situation (CiSS) project where 
these children are being assist-
ed with school and anganwadi 
enrollment.

The commission shared these 
figures during a monthly re-
view meeting held to discuss 
the CiSS project with the offi-
cials of  Dialogue and Develop-
ment Commission of  Delhi 
(DDCD), the Ashoka University 
and other NGOs.

The meet was held to moni-
tor last month’s progress and 
plan the project’s strategy for 

the next quarter. After the iden-
tification of  these children, the 
dedicated team will monitor 
their attendance and ensure a 
minimum of  75 per cent aiming 
at sustained rehabilitation.

It was in March this year, the 
DCPCR with support from 
DDCD, and non-profits Salaam 
Baalak Trust and Youthreach 
India, had launched this project 
with the aim to deploy a dedi-
cated field task-force for reha-
bilitation and reintegration of  

children in street situations.
The projects also vies to iden-

tify vulnerable children and  
develop them into responsible 
citizens. The task-force will fo-
cus on identifying and provid-
ing educational and financial 
support, and guardianship to 
street children. Setting up of  
residential schools by the Delhi 
gover nment will  further 
strengthen this project’s effort 
to provide street children with 
a safe environment immersed 
with learning and socio-psy-
chological support.

This task force team consists 
of  case workers and counsel-
lors who will be deployed dis-
trict-wise and will work in close 
collaboration with the Child 
Welfare Committees (CWCs). 

200 kids rescued from streets in a month 

Three months on, 
eight still absconding
As per the 2,063-page’s charge 
sheet, 37 accused were arrested, 
while 8 are absconding, even after 
three months since the incident 
too place. The 37 arrested accused 
have been charged with offences 
including attempted murder, arson 
and criminal conspiracy. Besides, 
FIR has been filed against two 
juveniles before the Principal 
Juvenile Justice Board

Rohini court is set to consider Crime Branch charge sheet related to the Jahangirpuri  violence on July 28 |  EXPRESS

‘Residential schools’ 
Setting up of residential schools 
will boost the effort to provide 
kids with safe environment, 
learning and socio-psychological 
support, says DCPCR

Boost NCR’s air quality monitoring network: AQI panel
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

THE Commission for Air Qual-
ity Management (CAQM) has 
recommended strengthening 
of  the air quality monitoring 
network in the national capital 
region (NCR) to identify pollu-
tion hotspots and assess trans-
boundary  movement  o f  
pollution.

The recommendation 
is part of  a policy for-
mulated by the panel to 
curb air pollution in 
Delhi-NCR.

The CAQM noted that 
there has been consider-
able progress in expanding 
the air quality monitoring net-
work in Delhi-NCR since 2015.

The region has a total of  146 
monitoring stations at present, 
of  which 65 are manual and 81 
real time.

“Nearly a quarter of  all the 
real-time air quality monitors 
in the country are in Delhi-
NCR. However, there is asym-
metry in the distribution of  

monitors. Most monitors are 
concentrated in urban centres. 
While 50 per cent of  the real-
time monitors are located in 
Delhi, the remaining are dis-
tributed mainly in the four cit-
ies of  Faridabad, Ghaziabad, 
Gautam Buddh Nagar and Gu-
rugram,” the panel said.

The other districts of  NCR 
have only one real time moni-

tor each. Until some time 
ago, several districts did 

not have any monitors 
at all, including manu-
al ones.

Of  the total 65 manu-
al stations in NCR, only 

20 have PM2.5 monitors.
“Further strengthening 

of  the monitoring grid in the 
NCR region requires a road-
map. Delhi has a sufficient 
number of  regulatory monitors 
and needs to focus on quality 
control of  the data and its dis-
semination. The rest of  NCR 
will require further strength-
ening of  the grid,’ read the pol-
icy document issued by the 
CAQM on Wednesday.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

SEVERAL resident welfare associations 
(RWAs) in New Delhi on Thursday lashed 
out at the Commission for Air Quality Man-
agement (CAQM) over its new plan to ban 
BS-IV four-wheeler diesel vehicles in the 
capital city if  the air quality index (AQI) 
crosses the 450-mark.

“This is a ridiculous policy. When there 
already is a policy for pollution under con-
trol (PUC) certificates and people are con-
stantly pestered to get their PUC done, then 
why ban diesel vehicles,” RWA president of  
Defence Colony Ranjit Singh questioned.

The CAQM has comprehensively re-
vamped the Graded Response Action Plan 
-- a set of  anti-air pollution measures fol-
lowed in Delhi and its vicinity according to 
the severity of  the situation.

The revised plan, which is part of  a new 
policy formulated by the CAQM, entails a 
ban on BS-IV four-wheeler diesel vehicles 
in Delhi and the bordering districts of  NCR 
if  the AQI breaches the 450-mark. Vehicles 
engaged in essential services are exempt.

RWAs slam plan to ban 
BS-IV diesel vehicles

Sharjeel attack: Court asks 
for CCTV footage from Tihar
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

A Delhi court has asked for 
the CCTV footage of  the jail 
cell on a plea filed by JNU stu-
dent leader Sharjeel Imam al-
leging assault in the prison 
cell he is lodged in connec-
tion with the 2020 riots larger 
conspiracy case. 

Imam, through his lawyer 
Ahmad Ibrahim, had alleged 
that the assistant superin-
tendent of  Tihar Jail along 
with 8-9 convicts had entered 
his cell on June 30 in the garb 
of  a search, assaulted him 
and called him a terrorist and 
anti-national.

Additional session judge 
Amitabh Rawat has asked the 
duty register of  jail sevadar 
to be present before the court 
during the next hearing on 
July 20. “Let the concerned 
jail superintendent be also 
present on the next date of  
hearing for assisting the 
court in disposal of  the 
present application. Let the 
register of  the inmates/sewa-
dars, who participated in the 
said surprise search, as stat-
ed, may also be produced in 
the court on the next date. Let 
the CCTV footage of  all the 
said three cameras for June 
30 for the period 6.00 pm to 
8.00 pm be also produced on 
the next date, July 20,” the 
court order stated.

Through his advocate, 
Sharjeel had stated that there 
were two CCTV cameras in-
stalled in his cell, while the 
third one was just outside. He 

also said that otherwise he 
feels safe in the present ward 
of  the jail with all other in-
mates, but does not know why 
the said incident occurred.

Imam was arrested on Jan-
uary 28, 2020 and will com-

plete two years in jail this 
week in judicial custody. Ad-
ditional sessions judge Am-
itabh Rawat ordered framing 
of  the charges against him. 

“Accused is directed to be 
charged for the offences un-
der sections 124A (sedition), 
153A (promoting enmity on 
grounds of  religion), 153B 
(assertions prejudicial to na-
tional integration), 505 (state-
ments conducing to public 
mischief), of  Indian Penal 
Code and section 13 (punish-
ment for unlawful activities) 
of  UAPA. Vide separate order, 
the application filed by Shar-
jeel Imam for grant of  regu-
lar bail is dismissed,” the 
court ordered.

During the previous hear-
ing, Imam had submitted be-
fore the court that there was 
nothing in his speech that 
caused religious animosity. 

Fire at hotel 
in Paharganj, 
10 rescued

UNDER CONTROL

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

TEN people were brought to 
safety from the Roma Delux ho-
tel at Paharganj after a fire 
broke out in room no. 202 on the 
second floor of  the building. As 
per a Delhi Fire Services offi-
cial, they received a call around 
4.24 am regarding the fire in a 
hotel at Arakashan Road Ram 
Nagar at Paharganj. 

Subsequently, four fire ten-
ders were rushed to the spot to 
control the situation. As per 
the DFS official, ten people 
were evacuated safely from the 
second and third floors of  the 
building. Those rescued have 
been identified as Aditya, 19, 
Sanskriti, 19, Subham Kumar, 
26, Pardeep, 62, Bina Devi, 58, 
Shweta, 31, Vihan, 3, Arjun, 21, 
Nitesh, 22 and Partik, 21, fire of-
ficials said. No casualty was 
reported, officials said. 

Ritik Kapur, the owner of  the 
hotel told this reporter that it 
was a minor fire caused by a 
short circuit. According to him, 
there was no loss to the hotel 
property. “When the fire broke 
out, we safely evacuate all the 
guests residing in the hotel. For 
their convenience, we shifted 
all of  them to a nearby hotel.”  
He also said that they follow all 
fire safety measures. 

Deputy Commissioner of  Po-
lice (Central) Shweta Chauhan 
said, “All the night staff  were 
called at the spot and area was 
cordoned off. BSES staff, fire 
tenders and four ambulances 
also reached the spot.”

Others stations at:
Alwar, Bharatpur, Bhiwani, 

Bulandshahr, Charkhi Dadri, 
Hapur, Jind, Karnal, 

Mahendragarh, Meerut, 
Muzaffarnagar, Panipat, 
Rewari, Shamli, Mewat 

and Palwal

NCR ADDS TO ITS 
AQI NETWORK

Let the concerned jail 
superintendent be 
also present on the 
next date of hearing 
for assisting the court 
in disposal of the 
present application

Court

convicts entered 
Sharjeel’s cell in 
Tihar Jail on June 
30 in the garb of 
a search, 

assaulted him and called 
him a terrorist 

8-9

146 
monitoring 
stations in 

all across 
NCR, of 

which 
65 are 

manual 
and 81 

real time

50 
air quality 
monitoring 
stations 
(both manual 
and real-
time) in Delhi

 11 in Gurugram,
 8 in Ghaziabad
 12 in Gautam 

Buddh Nagar
 5 in Faridabad,   
4 in Baghpat 
 3 each in 

Jhajjar,  Sonipat 
and Rohtak


