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Pinarayi Vijayan @vijayanpinarayi
If UP turns into Kerala as @myogiadityanath  fears, it will enjoy the best education, health services, so-
cial welfare, living standards and have a harmonious society in which people won’t be murdered in the 
name of religion and caste. That’s what the people of UP would want.
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One arrested for hurling petrol 
bombs at BJP TN headquarters
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Chennai

A history-sheeter was arrested 
early on Thursday, shortly after he al-
legedly hurled three petrol bombs at the 
Tamil Nadu BJP headquarters Kamala-
layam in Chennai. 

The crime was committed around 
1.20 am, the Mambalam police said, add-
ing that the accused, M Vinoth alias 
Karuka Vinoth, did it to show his op-
position to the BJP’s stand on the Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 
(NEET). There is no religious or politi-

cal angle to the crime, the police said in 
a statement.

The accused 38-year-old, who hails 
from Nandanam, was caught with the 
help of  CCTV footage from the crime 
scene. He had allegedly thrown a petrol 
bomb at a liquor store in 2015, and at the 
entrance to the Teynampet police sta-
tion in 2017. In both cases, he was ar-
rested and remanded to judicial custody. 
Vinoth already has four attempt-to-
murder cases, and 10 other criminal 
cases registered against him in various 
police stations in Chennai.

Disguised as marriage 
party, woodcutters slip 
past cops at check post
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@Tirupati

In a stark resemblance to the 
latest Telugu movie Pushpa - 
The Rise, a flick based on red 
sander smuggling from Sesh-
achalam forests, a group of  40 
suspected red sander woodcut-
ters who were trying to reach 
Tamil Nadu under the disguise 
of  a marriage party managed 
to escape from being caught by 
the police. 

The woodcutters, who have 
apparently completed their 
task in the forests, were 
returning back to their 
village in Tamil Nadu, 
police suspect.

The group hired a 
private bus in the guise 
of  a marriage troupe to 
Tirupattur in Tamil Nadu, po-
lice said. Around 1:45 pm, 
when the Chandragiri police 
were doing vehicular checking 
to prevent student union lead-
ers, who gave a call to protest 
in front of  district collector-
ates demanding the govern-
ment release job calendar for 
unemployed youth, the bus ap-
proached one of  the check 
point near Pakalavaripalli. 

Seeing the police checking 
vehicles, they boarded down 
the vehicle and fled, Chandra-

giri Circle Inspector (CI) Srini-
vasulu said adding they are 
suspecting that the woodcut-
ter’s team is heading back to 
their villages after completing 
their job in the Seshachalam 
forest region. 

“Usually, these woodcutters’ 
mostly consisting of  people 
from Tamil Nadu take shelter 
in forest areas and the team 
which escaped today might 
have stayed in Bhakarapet and 
surrounding forest areas,” the 
CI told Express. The bus driver 

and conductor were taken 
i n t o  c u s t o d y  f o r 
questioning.

In the preliminary 
investigation, it was re-
vealed that both the bus 

driver and conductor or 
the private travel agency 

have no relation with the 
troupe. The gang approached 
the travel operator and hired 
the bus for a `marriage pur-
pose,’ the CI said.

A case has been registered 
and search operation was 
launched to nab the woodcut-
ters. Right from concealing the 
chopped wood in innovative 
manners to avoid police drag-
net, the woodcutters adopt dif-
ferent ways and modes of  
transport to reach the forests 
in the state, police said. 

Spl court to hear Madhu 
murder case on Feb 18

Palakkad: The special court for SC/ST cases in 
Mannarkkad will hear the Madhu murder case on 

February 18. Earlier the case was scheduled for March 
26. The hearing was advanced due to the 

intervention of the Kerala High Court. The case 
pertains to the lynching of Adivasi youth Madhu of 
Chindaki in Attappadi. The incident occurred nearly 
four years ago.  Meanwhile, the court on Thursday 

gave all the accused the digital evidence collected by 
the police. The police has not submitted them while 

filing the chargesheet.  The accused had filed 
petitions demanding that they should be provided 
with the evidence collected by the police. Even the 

Special Public Prosecutor had blamed the police that 
not providing the digital evidence was one of the 

reasons for the delay in the case. 

Sabarimala temple to 
open tomorrow for poojas
Sabarimala: The Lord Ayyappa temple here will open 
on Saturday for the five-day pooja for the Malayalam 

month of Kumbham. Melsanthi Paramewaran 
Nampoothiri will open the Sreekovil (sanctum 

sanctorum) of the temple at 5.30pm in the presence 
of Thantri Mahesh Mohanaru. No ritual will be 
performed at the temple on the day. A total of 

15,000 devotees will be allowed in for darshan via 
the virtual queue system during the five-day pooja. 
They have to produce either double vaccination or 
RT-PCR negative certificate on arrival at Nilackal 

pilgrim base camp. The darshan will start on Sunday 
morning. Udayasthamana pooja, Kalhekam, Padi 

pooja and Pushpabhishekam are the special rituals 
to be performed during the monthly poojas. 

Ganapathi homam, Usha pooja, Ashtabhishekam, 
Irupathionnu kalasam, Uchcha pooja,  Deeparadhana 
and Athazha pooja will be performed on all five days. 

Padma temple 
audit: June 30 
new deadline
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @T’Puram 

A plea by the administrative 
committee of  Sree Padmanab-
haswamy temple seeking more 
time for completing the special 
audit of  temple accounts for 
the last 25 years was granted by 
the Supreme Court on Thurs-
day. A Division Bench compris-
ing Justice U U Lalit and Jus-
tice Ravindra Bhat granted 
extension till June 30, after con-
sidering the arguments of  the 
administrative and advisory 
committees of  the temple. 

The case will now be heard in 
the third week of  July. 

In September 2021, a three-
member bench of  the court di-
rected the temple advisory 
committee led by the district 
judge, Thiruvananthapuram, 
to complete the audit of  ac-
counts of  the temple from 1989-
90 to 2013-14 within three 
months. The purview of  the au-
dit includes the accounts of  
Sree Padmanabha Swamy Tem-
ple Trust as well. Though the 
Trust, led by members of  erst-
while Travancore royal family, 
pleaded that they were a differ-
ent organization and not a part 
of  the temple, the SC dismissed 
the argument. The temple ad-
ministrative committee wants 
both accounts to be merged and 
surplus amount in the account 
of  the trust to be transferred to 
the temple account. 

quick read

Hijab-clad students 
hog limelight
T’Puram: The inauguration of the 100-
day programme of LDF government at 
the Government VHSS, Poovachal, near 
here was noted for the prayer song 
recital by six hijab-clad girl students of 
the school. The picture of the students, 
while sharing stage with Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan, was circulated on 
social media as a symbol of the state’s 
secular ethos. It became a hot topic of 
discussion as Karnataka is on the boil 
after some schools barred hijab-clad 
students from attending classes. The 
CPM central leadership, shared the 
picture on its Facebook page and 
posted: “An all-girl school choir singing 
a secular welcome song — “thank you 
for this world, a house of love” — 
wearing their school uniforms - 
headscarves are not a public order 
problem - Education a Fundamental 
Right.” While the episode was referred 
to as a “strong political statement by 
LDF” by certain quarters, the school 
maintained that all six students 
wearing hijab was only a coincidence.

Pvt colleges in M’luru have no bar on hijab 
Some of them linked to RSS, BJP functionaries. Mgmts will not want to sacrifice commercial interests, say sources

V i n c en  t  D ’ S o u z a  @ Mangaluru

Even as a debate rages over al-
lowing students to wear the hi-
jab in classrooms, several pri-
vate and aided colleges in the 
communally sensitive Man-
galuru, barring a few, have 
been allowing Muslim girls to 
wear the headscarf  both on the 
campus and in classrooms.

A reality check by TNIE re-
vealed that many colleges, in-
cluding those managed by the 
non-Muslims, not just allow 
wearing of  the hijab, but also 
give them time to offer Friday 
prayers in nearby mosques by 
making slight changes in the 
timetable. Interestingly, some 
of  these colleges are linked to 
RSS and BJP functionaries. 
Sources said these leaders have 
not fully allowed their Hindut-
va ideology to creep into the 
corridors of  education, mostly 
because education means busi-
ness for them, just like others.

Some of  the institutions even 
have different rules for differ-
ent colleges, depending on ‘lo-
cal conditions’. A group of  in-
stitutions comprising four 
colleges, of  which a senior 
VHP-Bajrang Dal leader is the 
president, has banned hijab at 
the PU College located in Kodi-
albail in Mangaluru city, but al-
lowed it in a degree college and 
Ayurveda Medical College, 
managed by the same group, at 
Thalappadyon Kerala border, 
which is mostly a Muslim-dom-
inated area. 

Pradeep Kumar Kalkura, 
treasurer of  this group of  insti-

tutions, admitted that they 
have banned hijab at their PU 
college, but not in Ayurveda 
Medical College. Asked why 
there are different rules, he 
said, “The decision making is 
decentralised and respective 
principals take the call”. 

Hijab-clad girls are also wel-
come in colleges owned by a 
former BJP minister in Kon-
chady, and another linked to a 
RSS leader in Shaktinagar. The 
websites of  all these colleges 
even have pictures showing hi-
jab-clad girls. Apart from this, 
Milagres College, Vikas PU Col-
lege, St Aloysius College, Shak-
ti PU College, St Anne’s College 
and Sharada Ayurveda Medical 
College allow students wearing 
the headscarf.

Unlike neighbouring Udupi 
district, the educational hub of  
Mangaluru has a significant 
Muslim population and the 
people from the Muslim-domi-
nated Kasaragod are also de-
pendent on Mangaluru for 
education.

C o n t i n u ed   f r o m  P 1

P  R a m d a s  @ Kochi

Sanjay Hegde, senior advo-
cate who appeared for the peti-
tioners against the government 
order, also pointed out the Ker-
ala High Court’s order 
and submitted that the 
order was in the con-
text of  a private insti-
tution and perhaps, 
also a Christian mi-
nority institution. 

“The court was bal-
ancing fundamental 
rights. Here, this is a 
government institu-
tion, which belongs to 
every inhabitant of  
Karnataka and citizen 
of  India,” the advocate 
said.

Explaining the con-
text of  the Kerala HC 
order, Supreme Court 
lawyer Kaleeswaram 
Raj told TNIE that the 
question of  whether 
the hijab is an essen-
tial part of  Islam was answered 
by Justice Muhamed Mustaque 
only in the judgment in Amnah 
Bint Basheer vs CBSC and oth-
ers (2016). 

“This point was not directly 
dealt with in his subsequent 
verdict in Fathima Thasneem’s 

case (2018), which gave free 
hand to the private school man-
agement in the matter of  uni-
form,” he said.

Justice Muhamed Mustaque 
in 2018 held that the students 
cannot seek the imposition of  
their individual right as against 

the larger right of  the 
institution to impart 
education. 

It is for the institu-
tion to decide whether 
the student can be per-
mitted to attend the 
classes with the head-
scarf  and full sleeve 
shirt.

 It is purely within 
the domain of  the in-
stitution to decide on 
the same. 

The court had added 
that if  the petitioners 
approach the institu-
tion for a Transfer 
Certificate, the school 
authority shall issue a 
Transfer Certificate 
without making any 
remarks.

Commenting on the 2018 Ker-
ala order, T Asaf  Ali, former 
Director-General of  Prosecu-
tion, said every judgment de-
pends on the facts of  the case. 
“It may vary from case to case 
and can’t be considered as a fi-
nal one,” he said.

‘Kerala HC order was in 
context of pvt institution’

Hijab-clad girls among students in a classroom of a college located at Thalappady 
on the Kerala border. The college is run by a VHP leader

Students cannot 
seek imposition of 

their individual 
right as against 

the larger right of 
the institution to 
impart education. 

It is for the 
institution to 

decide whether 
the student can be 

permitted to 
attend the classes 
with the headscarf 

and full sleeve 
shirt

Justice Muhamed 
Mustaque in 2018

Corrigendum Notice
Application inviting for the post of 1. Accountant and 2. Office 

Assistant on Contract basis as advertised earlier vide Advertisement 
no. JCRL/02/2021 and JCRL/03/2021 with professional ability test in 
place of interview.

Jharkhand Central Railway Limited (JCRL) is seeking candidates 
for the above posts on Contract basis. The detailed advertisement can 
be downloaded from CCL's website i.e. www.centralcoalfields.in or 
can be collected from JCRL, HQ on working days. Last date of 
submission of application is   28.02.2022. For any further query please 
contact on   following email id: ceojcrl2020@gmail.com.
Note : Candidates who have already applied against earlier 
advertisement need not apply again.  
For more details log on to www.centralcoalfields.in

Jharkhand Central Railway Limited
( A JV of Central Coalfields Limited , IRCON International Limited and

Govt.of Jharkhand  Reg. office : CCL, Dharbhanga House , Ranchi , Jharkhand , Pin :834029)

Ref No. Advertisement no JCRL/02/2021 and JCRL/03/2021


