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79
declared dead in a massacre by suspected jihadists in 
northern Burkina Faso last weekend
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Biden to visit Middle East, meet Saudi leader marking policy shift
WASHINGTON

US President Joe Biden will 
make history next month with 
a direct flight between Israel 
and Saudi Arabia where he will 
meet Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, abandoning 
efforts to ostracise the oil king-
dom’s de facto leader over the 
murder of  a dissident.

The White House ended 
weeks of  speculation on Tues-
day, announcing that Biden will 
travel to Israel, the Palestinian 
West Bank and Saudi Arabia 
from July 13-16.

This will be Biden’s first trip 

to the Middle East as president 
and in addition to meetings 
with individual leaders in all 
three places, he will attend a re-
gional Gulf  Cooperation Coun-
cil summit in Saudi Arabia.

There is widespread expecta-
tion that Biden hopes to secure 
a boost in Saudi oil production, 
in an attempt to tame spiralling 
fuel costs and inflation at home 
ahead of  midterm congression-
al elections in which his Demo-
cratic party risks a drubbing.

Whatever the outcome, his 
meeting with the crown prince, 
often referred to as MBS, will 
mark a controversial policy 

shift. As a presidential candi-
date, Biden said the 2018 mur-
der and dismemberment of  
Jamal Khashoggi — a Saudi-
born US resident known for 
writing critical articles about 
Saudi rulers in The Washing-
ton Post — had made the coun-

try a “pariah.”
US intelligence findings re-

leased by the Biden administra-
tion identified MBS as the mas-
termind of  the operation.

While the White House con-
firmed that “energy security” 
will be a topic in Saudi Arabia, 

officials stressed that the whole 
trip has broader diplomatic 
aims. Biden will engage with 
nearly a dozen leaders during 
the brief  yet intense journey, 
demonstrating “the return of  
American leadership,” a senior 
US official told reporters.

The tour starts with meeting 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett 
in Israel, a country Biden first 
visited nearly 50 years ago as a 
young senator.

There will be emphasis on 
the lavish US support for Isra-
el’s armed forces. Biden will 
meet Palestinian president 
Mahmud Abbas, likely in Beth-
lehem, the US official said. Bi-
den will stress “his lifelong 
commitment to a two state solu-
tion” for Palestinians and Is-
raelis and restore US ties with 
Palestinians that were “nearly 
severed” under Donald Trump. 
The part of  the trip that will 

make history comes at the end. 
Biden’s flight from Israel to 
Jeddah will be the first by a US 
president from Israel to an 
Arab state that does not recog-
nise the country. In 2017, Trump 
made the journey in reverse.

Once there, Biden will attend 
the Gulf  Cooperation Council.

A priority for Biden will be 
maintaining the recently ex-
tended truce in Yemen, as well 
as deterring Iran, advancing 
human rights, and ensuring 
global energy, the official said.

Biden will also join a virtual 
summit of  the so-called I2-U2 
diplomatic group.  � AFP

‘Recalibration of relations’
Biden’s meeting with MBS will mark a controversial policy shift. “We 
can expect the president to see the crown prince,” a US official said, 
while rejecting the notion that Biden was retreating from his principles. 
US policy demanded recalibration of relations” after the Khashoggi 
murder, “not a rupture,” the official said. The official pointed out that 
Saudi Arabia has been a strategic US partner for eight decades and is 
home to some 70,000 Americans.

After days of fierce battle, Russians 
control 80% of Severodonetsk city
All three bridges leading out of city destroyed; mass evacuation not possible now, says guv

LVIV

Russian troops control about 
80% of  the fiercely contested 
eastern Ukrainian city of  
Severodonetsk and have de-
stroyed all three bridges lead-
ing out of  the city but Ukrain-
ian authorities are still trying 
to evacuate some wounded resi-
dents, a regional official said 
Tuesday.

Serhiy Haidai, governor of  
the eastern Luhansk region, ac-
knowledged that a mass evacu-
ation of  civilians from Severo-
donetsk now is “simply not 
possible” due to the relentless 
shelling and fighting in the city 
. Ukrainian forces have been 
pushed to the industrial out-
skirts of  the city because of  
“the scorched earth method 
and heavy artillery the Rus-
sians are using,” he said.

“There is still an opportunity 
for the evacuation of  the 
wounded, communication with 
the Ukrainian military and lo-
cal residents,” he said, adding 
that Russian forces have not yet 
blocked off  the strategic city.

About 12,000 people remain 
in Severodonetsk compared to 
its pre-war population of  
100,000. 

More than 500 civilians are 
sheltering in the Azot chemical 
plant.

In all, 70 civilians have been 
evacuated from the Luhansk 
region over the past 24 fours, 
the governor said.

Britons on death row: UK 
didn’t ask for Russia help

Moscow: The Kremlin said on 
Tuesday that London had not 
asked Russia to intervene and 

help save two Britons sentenced 
to death by pro-Moscow 

separatist authorities in eastern 
Ukraine. “They have not asked,” 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said. He said that such a 

request should be lodged with the 
authorities of Donetsk. 

Kyiv recovers 64  
Azovstal fighters’ bodies

Kyiv: Ukraine said on Tuesday it 
had received the bodies of 64 

soldiers who died defending 
Mariupol’s steelworks in an exch-

ange with Moscow that saw Ukra-
ine returning the remains of Rus-
sian troops. “Ukraine has recove-
red the bodies of 64 heroic Azov-
stal defenders for their dignified 

burial,” the Ukrainian reintegr-
ation ministry said in a statement 

issued here. 

An aerial view shows destroyed houses after a strike in the town of Pryvillya in the 
eastern Ukrainian region of Donbas on Tuesday | AFP

NATO leaders meet  
to discuss war

The Hague: NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg and a 

small group of leaders from 
alliance countries are meeting in 

the Netherlands to discuss 
Russia’s war in Ukraine and to 
prepare for a summit in Spain 

later this month. The talks will 
likely also address applications by 

Sweden and Finland to join the 
alliance. AP

Azot plant 
evacuations 
today: Moscow
MOSCOW

The Russian army said it would 
establish a humanitarian cor-
ridor on Wednesday to evacu-
ate hundreds of  civilians from 
the Azot chemical plant in the 
city of  Severodonetsk.

“Guided by the principles of  
humanity, the Russian armed 
forces and the formations of  
the Lugansk People’s Republic 
are ready to organise a human-
itarian operation to evacuate 
civilians,” the Russian defence 
ministry said on Tuesday.

The humanitarian corridor 
will be in place between 8am 
(0500 GMT) and 8pm Moscow 
time on Wednesday, the defence 
ministry said, adding the evac-
uees would be transported to 
the city of  Svatovo in the sepa-
ratist-held region of  Lugansk.

Pope ‘ferocious’ invasion 
perhaps provoked
Vatican City: Pope Francis praised 
the “brave” Ukrainians defending 
themselves from Russia’s 
“ferocious” onslaught in an 
interview published on Tuesday, 
but said the war was “perhaps in 
some way provoked” by the   
NATO. � AFP

Musharraf may be brought back to Pakistan
Lahore: Pakistan’s ex-military dictator General Pervez Musharraf, who is 

in a UAE hospital in a critical condition with no possibility of recovery, 
may be brought back to the country in an air ambulance as the Army 
stands by its former chief. Gen. Musharraf, 78, was charged with high 

treason and given a death sentence in 2019. 

UK defends migrant deportation
London: The UK government on Tuesday defended 
its controversial policy to send asylum seekers to 
Rwanda, even as the entire senior leadership of 
the Church of England branded the incident 
shameful and immoral. 

Macron appeals for solid 
parliament majority 
PARIS

French President Emmanuel 
Macron appealed to voters on 
Tuesday to give him a “solid 
majority” in Sunday’s parlia-
mentary polls, warning against 
adding “French disorder to glo-
bal disorder.”

Speaking as he departed from 
Paris to visit French troops dis-
patched to Romania in response 
to Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine, 
Macron said “the months ahead 
will be difficult” but called for 
people to back him in the name 
of  “the higher national inter-
est” and “common sense.”

Macron’s visit this week to 
Romania and neighbouring 
Moldova has come under fire at 
home, landing ahead of  the sec-
ond round of  crucial parlia-
mentary elections in which his 
centrist majority is at risk.

“Emmanuel Macron has 
planned a trip abroad for three 
days... after anaesthetising the 
campaign by refusing any de-
bate, he saw the second round 
as a done deal,” Jean-Luc Me-
lenchon, leader of  the left-wing 
NUPES alliance, told Le Paris-
ien daily.

The incumbent had already 
been charged by opponents 
with sitting out April’s presi-

dential vote, bringing home a 
solid but unspectacular win 
against far-right chief  Marine 
Le Pen.

Appearing to bet on a similar 
strategy in this month’s parlia-
mentary poll, his Ensemble 
(Together) alliance suffered in 
Sunday’s first round while NU-
PES and the far right made 
gains.  Projections suggest vot-
ers could hand Ensemble 255-
295 seats in the second round 
— uncomfortably low com-
pared with the threshold for an 
absolute majority of  289.  But 
all sides have struggled to get 
voters excited about the poll. 

In these troubled times, the 
choice you have to make this 
Sunday is more crucial than 
ever

Emmanuel Macron, 
French President
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