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7
 earthquakes struck off Iran’s southern Kish Island on Wednesday, 
rattling Dubai and other areas across the Persian Gulf

 lr: light Rain  hr: heavy Rain  sW: snow  
 tds: thundershower  lc: light cloud  sny: sunny

Global
Weather

Beijing 32 19 lc
colombo 29 25  tds
dhaka 30 27 tds
dubai 39  29 sNY
Houston 36 25   lc
Istanbul 25 18 sNY
london 28 16 lc

los Angeles 27 17 sNY
Melbourne 15 10 lr
Moscow 22 12 lc
New York 25 21 Hr
singapore 31 27 tds
toronto 29 19 tds
Washington 31 22 tds

China will keep backing Russia on 
sovereignty, security: Xi tells Putin
Praises ‘good momentum of development’ in bilateral relations since start of year

BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
told his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin in a call on 
Wednesday that Beijing would 
keep backing Moscow on “sover-
eignty and security”, according 
to state media.

China is “willing to continue to 
offer mutual support (to Russia) 
on issues concerning core inter-
ests and major concerns such as 
sovereignty and security,” Chi-
nese state broadcaster CCTV re-
ported Xi as saying.

it was the second reported call 
between the two leaders since Pu-
tin launched his invasion of  
Ukraine on February 24.

China has refused to condemn 
Moscow’s invasion of  Ukraine 
and has been accused of  provid-
ing diplomatic cover for Russia 
by blasting Western sanctions 
and arms sales to Kyiv.

According to CCTV, Xi praised 
the “good momentum of  develop-
ment” in bilateral relations since 
the start of  the year “in the face 
of  global turmoil and changes”. 
Beijing was willing to “intensify 
strategic coordination between 
the two countries”, Xi reportedly 
said.

China was ready to “strength-
en communication and coordina-
tion” with Russia in internation-
al organisations and “push the 
international order and global 
governance towards more just 
and reasonable development,” he 
added.

The european Union and the 
United states have warned that 
any backing from Beijing for Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine, or help for 
Moscow to dodge Western sanc-
tions, would damage ties with 
China.

China and india are two major 

economies that have not taken 
part in retaliatory measures 
against Moscow over its invasion. 
in the eyes of  Chinese officials, 
the europeans have allowed 
themselves to be sucked into 

backing Ukraine, at Washington’s 
initiative, in a move contrary to 
their interests as Russian gas 
consumers.

Once bitter Cold War enemies, 
Beijing and Moscow have stepped 
up cooperation in recent years as 
a counterbalance to what they see 
as Us global dominance. The two 
countries have drawn closer in 
the political, trade and military 
spheres as part of  what they call 
a “no limits” relationship.

The two sides last week un-
veiled the first road bridge link-
ing the two countries, connecting 
the far eastern Russian city of  
Blagoveshchensk with the north-
ern Chinese city of  heihe. 

Beijing is Moscow’s largest 
trading partner, with trade vol-
umes last year hitting $147 bil-
lion, according to Chinese cus-
toms data.  AFP

Be with us: Zelenskyy 
presses Europe for help
Prague: Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Wednesday 
recalled the 1968 Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia as he pressed Europe 
for further help in responding to 
Russia’s war in Ukraine. “We’re with 
you, be with us,” Zelenskyy told 
Czech lawmakers in Prague, quoting 
an appeal made by a Czechoslovak 
Radio presenter in 1968 as the 
occupants tried to cut the radio off. 
“Now when the Ukrainian people are 
fighting for freedom against Russia’s 
cruel invasion, we are using these 
words to address all nations of 
Europe and the democratic world,” 
he added. “Ukraine should get 
everything necessary to achieve a 
victory.” 

Rocket launchers’ 
delivery soon: UK 
defence secretary
Oslo: Britain will soon deliver 
multiple-launch rocket systems 
to Ukraine in response to its 
request for heavy arms to repel 
the Russian invasion, UK 
Defence Secretary Ben Wallace 
said on Wednesday. London 
had announced on June 6 that 
it would send Ukraine its 
Guided Multiple Launch Rocket 
System, which has better range 
than Russia’s artillery. AFP

Too early to confirm Russia 
war crimes: UN
Kyiv: The UN’s Ukraine panel on 
Wednesday confirmed receiving 
multiple allegations of rights abuses 
by Russian forces, but said it was too 
early to say whether they 
constituted war crimes. “In Bucha 
and Irpin, the commission has 
received information about arbitrary 
killings of civilians,”  said commission 
chairman Erik Mose. But Mose said 
the UN was “not in a position at this 
stage” to provide a full legal 
characteri-sation of the events. AFP

‘Want written response 
from Finland, Sweden’
Ankara: Turkey said on Wednesday 
that it was waiting for a “written 
response” from Sweden and Finland 
to Ankara’s objections to their NATO 
bids. “We have transmitted our 
questions in writing to these two 
countries,” said Turkey foreign 
minister.  AFP

Ukrainian servicemen fire with a French self-propelled 155 mm/52-calibre gun, caesar, 
towards Russian positions at a front line in the eastern Ukrainian region of Donbas on 
Wednesday | AFP

Storm in a teacup as minister urges 
Pakistanis to cut back on ‘chai’

ISLAMABAD

A PAKisTAni minister has 
caused a storm in a teacup by 
urging citizens to cut back on 
drinking ‘chai’ as a way to 
preserve foreign currency 
that pays to import the leaves 
used in brewing the popular 
beverage. Pakistan is the 
world’s biggest importer of  
tea — known locally as ‘chai’ 
— with the latest government 
figures showing it pays over 
$515 million a year to bring in 
the commodity, mostly from 
Kenya.

The country is suffering a 
long-brewing economic cri-
sis, however, with dwindling 
foreign reserves used to pay 
crippling debt. “i would also 
appeal to the nation to cut 
down one or two cups of  tea 
because the tea we import is 
also imported on credit,” Ah-

san iqbal, minister for plan-
ning and development, said 
on Tuesday.

Pakistanis drink tea in 
many forms — black, green, 
hot, cold, sweet, salted and 
spiced — but the most popu-
lar is made by brewing the 
leaves in boiled sweetened 
milk. iqbal’s comments 
prompted outrage on social 
media on Wednesday and in 
t e a  ro o m s  a c ro s s  t h e 
country.

“Why should we reduce the 
use of  tea... we drink at our 
own expense, we don’t drink 
with government money,” 
said Jan Muhammad, 45, a 
truck driver who says he 
drinks between 15 to 20 cups 
a day. “When you drive and 
you can’t see the road... then 
there is a risk of  an accident. 
That’s why 20 cups are com-
pulsory,” he said.

A man pours tea for customers at 
a restaurant in Islamabad | AFP

Netflix seeks recruits for real-life ‘Squid Game’
Paris: WANT to play “Squid Game” for real? Netflix is looking for recruits to 
compete for millions of dollars — and even promises not to have you 
violently murdered if you lose. “With the largest cast in reality TV history, 
456 real players will enter the game in pursuit of a cash prize of $4.56 
million,” the streaming platform said on a site set up to look for 
candidates. “Squid Game: The Challenge” is looking for English-speakers 
from around the globe, aged at least 21 and free to travel for up to a 
month in early 2023.  AFP
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WTO ministerial conference 
extended in bid to seal deals
GENEVA

The World Trade Organisation’s 
ministerial conference will run over 
into a fifth day on Thursday in the 
hope of  striking thus-far elusive 
deals on fishing subsidies, food secu-
rity and combating Covid.

The gathering of  trade ministers 
at the WTO’s headquarters in Gene-
va was due to wrap up on Wednesday, 
with the global trade body hoping to 
conclude landmark deals to prove it 
still has a role to play in tackling big 
global challenges.

But WTO chief  ngozi Okonjo-
iweala, who has staked her leader-
ship on breathing new life into the 
sclerotic organisation, said it seemed 
remaining sticking points could be 
resolved if  ministers ploughed on.

“Progress is being made but it 
needs a little more work and more 
time,” the director-general said.

The gathering is the first WTO 
ministerial conference in nearly five 
years. The global trade body only 
takes decisions by consensus among 
its 164 members.

“it requires that we work harder 
and work nights, whatever it takes. 
it is really time for ministers to make 
the requisite decisions that need to 
be made,”  said Okonjo-iweala.  AFP

A man walks past the World trade 
Organisation headquarters in Geneva


