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COLOMBO 

SRI Lankan protesters began 
retreating from government 
buildings they seized hours be-
fore Gotabaya Rajapaksa sent 
his e-mail resignation to the 
speaker’s office on Thursday. 

Images of  protesters inside 
the buildings — lounging on el-
egant sofas and beds, posing at 
officials’ desks and touring the 
opulent settings — have cap-
tured the world’s attention.

They initially vowed to hold 
these places until a new gov-
ernment was in place, but the 
movement shifted tactics 
Thursday, apparently con-
cerned that any escalation in 
violence could undermine their 
message following clashes the 
previous night outside the Par-
liament that left  dozens 
injured.

A spokeswoman for the pro-
testers announced Thursday 
that the protests will continue 
at other sites. “We are peace-
fully withdrawing from the 
Presidential Palace, the Presi-
dential Secretariat and the 
Prime Minister’s Office with 
immediate effect, but will con-
tinue our struggle.”

 “The fear was that there 

could be a crack in the trust 
they held for the struggle,” said 
Nuzly, a protest leader who goes 
by only one name. “We’ve 
shown what power of  the peo-
ple can do, but it doesn’t mean 
we have to occupy these plac-
es.” Devinda Kodagode, anoth-
er protest leader, told The As-
sociated Press they planned to 
vacate official buildings after 
the Parliament speaker said he 
was exploring legal options for 
the country given that Rajapak-
sa left without submitting his 

resignation letter as promised.
The decision to retreat from 

government buildings also 
comes as a top Buddhist monk 
who has supported the protests 
had earlier called for the more 
than 200-years-old presidential 
palace to be handed back to au-
thorities and ensure its valua-
ble art and artefacts were 
preserved. 

“This building is a national 
treasure and it should be pro-
tected,” monk Omalpe Sobitha 
told reporters. “There must be 

a proper audit and the property 
given back to the state.” The 
rerteat also comes as acting 
President Ranil Wickremesin-
ghe instructed security forces 
to restore order and declared a 
state of  emergency. 

Witnesses saw dozens of  ac-
tivists leave Wickremesinghe’s 
office as armed police and secu-
rity forces moved in. 

By Thursday afternoon, the 
gates were closed with armed 
guards posted both inside and 
outside.  Agencies

COLOMBO

RANIL Wickremesinghe, whom 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa named as 
acting president of  Sri Lanka 
in his absence, on Thursday in-
structed security forces to do 
“what is necessary to restore 
order” and declared nation-
wide state of  emergency and 
curfew were declared.

However, the armed forces 
refused to carry out his 
order, not wanting to be 
seen as anti-people and 
a tool of  the doomed 
Rajapaksa regime. 

The Army, however, 
urged the protestors to 
“desist from all forms of  
violence immediately or be pre-
pared to face consequences”

It said that all heads of  the 
armed forces and the police 
during meetings with the act-
ing President Wickremesinghe, 
Speaker of  the Parliament and 
political party leaders unani-
mously maintained that peace-
ful protests should not in any-
way be dealt with full force, but 
with the minimum force as 
long as those protesters do not 

resort to violence or damage 
the public property.

The Army said “irrespective 
of  those assurances a certain 
section of  the protesters, pur-
posefully deviating from its 
proclaimed non-violent ap-
proach continued to breach law 
and order and resorted to vio-
lence by trying to place the Par-
liament complex as well as the 
Speaker’s official residence un-

der siege.”
It said that despite re-

peated appeals of  Army 
personnel, the “unruly 
protesting mobs” on 
Wednesday tried to for-

cibly enter Parliament 
complex aggressively went 

on harassing and attacking the 
troops on duty using clubs, iron 
rods, stones, helmets, etc and 
snatched two T-56 weapons with 
ammunition rounds and caused 
injuries to a dozen of  Army per-
sonnel.  It said the army troops 
on Wednesday used minimum 
force and brought the situation 
under control. With Rajapaksa 
out of  the country, Thursday’s 
protests were more directed at 
Wickremesinghe.  Agencies

Army refuses to carry out  
Ranil’s order to use force 

Lankan agitators vacate seized government buildings
Protest leaders say demonstrations to continue till a new leadership is in place

Security concerns delayed 
Gota’s trip out of Maldives
Sri Lankan President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa arrived in Singapore on 
a Saudi airlines flight on 
Thursday. He was scheduled to 
depart Maldives on Wednesday 
night on a scheduled Singapore 
Airlines flight. However he could 
not board the flight due to 
security concerns, the Daily Mirror 
newspaper reported. Following 
this, efforts were made to secure 
a private aircraft for the 
embattled Sri Lankan President 
to depart from the Maldives to 
Singapore, the Daily Mirror 
reported. Rajapaksa is expected 
to depart Singapore soon. Sri  Lanka soldiers stands guard near the parliament building in Colombo | AFP

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  SW: Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 37 24 TDS
Colombo 29 26 LC
Dhaka 35 28 TDS
Dubai 41 33 SNY
Houston 32 25 SNY
Istanbul 28 20 LC
London 26 14 LC

Los Angeles 29 18 LC
Melbourne 15 8 HR
Moscow 23 12 HR
New York 31 21 LC
Singapore 31 27 TDS
Toronto 24 17 LC
Washington 31 21 LC

500
electric vehicle charging stations will be buit by General 
Motors, Pilot Travel Centers and EVgo

WASHINGTON

United States Federal Reserve 
Governor Christopher Waller 
signalled Thursday a possible 
full percentage point interest 
rate hike,  a move not seen for 
more than 30 years and a fur-
ther indication of  the Fed’s de-
termination to rein in sky-high 
inflation.

Waller also said that while 
fears of  recession have in-
creased, he believes the econo-
my can avoid a downturn 
thanks to the strong US job 
market. The Fed in March be-
gan aggressively raising bor-
rowing costs to try to cool de-
mand that has outpaced supply 
amid the impact of  the Ukraine 
war and Covid-19 lockdowns in 
China.

Waller previously expressed 
support for another 75 basis 
point hike at the policy meeting 
later this month, but he said he 
will be watching key reports on 
retail sales and housing com-
ing in before then. AP

US Fed mulls 
sharper 1% 
increase in 
interest rate
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER:
RWSS DIVISION:BERHAMPUR

Near JaradaBunglow, Pin – 760004, Ph. 0680-2296344
eerwss_bam@nic.in rwssbam@gmail.com

Government of Odisha “e” Procurement Notice
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
Bid Identification No. EERWSSBAM- 08/2022-23

O-655:       The Superintending Engineer, RWS&S Division, Berhampur, Ganjam on 
behalf of Governor of Odisha invites bids in Single Cover & Double cover system ac-
cording to the norm of “e” Procurement system in online mode for Supply, drawing, 
design, construction, testing and commissioning and maintenance of different PWS 
Schemes and electrification works in Ganjam District from the eligible contractors 
as per DTCN.
1 Name of the work Execution of different works of different P.W.S. Scheme 

in Ganjam District.
2 No of Work (Tender) 03 Nos.
3 Estimated cost (Approximate) From Rs 10.55 Lakhs to Rs 467.72 Lakhs
4 Period of completion From 60 to 360 days
5 Date & Time of availability of 

bid document in the Portal.
From 20-07-2022 at11.00 hrs to 10-08-2022 up to 
17.00 hrs

6 Last date & time for seeking 
clarification

06-08-2022 up to 17.00 hrs

7 Dt. of opening of Bid 12-08-2022 at 11.00 hrs
8 Last date / Time for receipt of 

bids in the Portal
10-08-2022 up to 17.00 hrs

9 Name & address of the Officer 
inviting tender.

Superintending Engineer, RWSS Division, Near Jarada 
Bunglow, Berhampur-760004, Dist. Ganjam, Odisha.

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal https://tendersorissa.gov.in
 Superintending Engineer, 
 RWS&S Division, Berhampur OIPR- 25035/11/0004/2223


