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I N D R A N E E L  D A S  @ Chennai

THE conditions were near-per-
fect in Turku. Tokyo 2020 Olym-
pic champion Neeraj Chopra 
stood confidently on the track 
and took aim towards the sea-
son. He strode to the throwing 
mark in his typical style — sev-
en steps to crossover, threw the 
javelin and half-rolled. In the 
second attempt, the javelin flew 
to a distance of  89.30m — a per-
sonal best and also a national 
record at the Paavo Nurmi 
Games in Turku on Tuesday. 
That mark was good enough for 
a silver medal.

The competition was strong 
as well. Most of  the top throw-
ers competed. But for Neeraj, 
it’s just a teaser to bigger and 
better things this year. The 90m-
mark is just 70cm away. 

Neeraj felt the distance of  
89.30m was not something unex-
pected. His progression, too, 
lends weight to his words. Dur-
ing the 2018 Asian Games in Ja-
karta, he broke the 88m mark 
with an 88.06m effort. That was 
before his elbow injury and close 
association with coach and bio 
mechanic expert Klaus Bartoni-
etz. On his return after injury 
(he missed the entire 2019 sea-
son) in January 2020, he threw 
87.86m in South Africa and qual-
ified for Olympics. He started to 
train with Bartonietz and after 
a forced Covid break, he threw 
88.07m, a personal best, at the 
beginning of  the 2021 season. 
“Since 2018, I had a feeling that 
90m throw is possible,” he said 
through voice notes. “Which 
particular day it will happen? 
The day I shall be able to throw 

in the correct 
direction and 
in the precise 
angle, that day 
I shall be able 
to achieve it. 
It’s not that 
I’m not expect-
ing it.”

Neeraj felt 
that the best 
part was that 
he could bet-
ter his own 
mark. “Per-
s o n a l  b e s t 
means I have 
done better 
than what I 
had done ear-
lier. And that’s 
the target of  
every athlete. 
To do better 

than his previous best.”
It had been more than ten 

months since he had hurled the 
spear in a competition. For an 
athlete, it’s considered a long 
break. Getting into competition 
too has its own challenges. After 
an Olympic gold, maintaining 
high standards would always be 
challenging. For Neeraj and his 
team, a throw around the 86m 
mark would have been consid-
ered a very good start. But 
89.30m definitely lights up the 
season with World Champion-
ships and Commonwealth 
Games in quick succession next 
month. Like his team says, ‘it’s 
a satisfying start’. Turku over, 
Neeraj and his team were head-
ing to Kuortane (also in Fin-
land) on Wednesday for the next 
event, wh on June 18. 

Neeraj sounded happy and re-

lieved too, especially for doing 
well after a 10-month break from 
competition. “I had a nice feel-
ing to get back into competition. 
Ten months after the Olympics 
is quite a long time,” said the 
24-year-old. His sole objective 
was to start on a good note. “We 
were trying to implement what-
ever we were focussing on dur-
ing training, especially tech-
nique. Even while throwing, I 
needed to keep that in mind,” 
said Neeraj. “Effort was fine, 
but the angle of  the throw was 
going inside (javelin drifted to-
wards the left after throwing).” 
Neeraj is hopeful of  good results 
in the days to come. “This per-
formance will give me more 
confidence for the entire season 
and a belief  that I can do better. 
Now I have to focus on the tech-
nique and training and throw 

nearing 90m, neeraj aims big
After a national record effort in Finland, Olympic champion focusses on training & technique to hit magical mark

Hardik to lead India in  
Ireland, Tripathi gets call-up

Indian Premier League winning captain Hardik Pandya was named skipper of the 
Indian team for the two-match T20I series against Ireland in Dublin on June 26 and 
28. Rahul Tripathi was rewarded for his stellar batting during the IPL for Sunrisers 
Hyderabad with a maiden call-up. After being left out of the South Africa series, Sanju 
Samson, too, is back in the mix. Bhuvneshwar Kumar has been named vice-captain.

Domestic contracts  
possible after IPL riches
V E N k A t A  k R I S h N A  B  @ Chennai

IN the midst of  all the head-spinning money that the IPL media 
rights threw up over the course of  three days, as everyone ea-
gerly waited for some official communication from the Board 
of  Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), something entirely dif-
ferent came up. On a day where the television and digital rights 
were sold for record sum, for a board that has been criticised in 
the past for not showing sensitivity, BCCI’s reaction was rather 
muted. Instead, the board in a statement announced their deci-
sion to increase the pension scheme for former cricketers and 
umpires. At a time where some of  the past cricketers are strug-
gling to meet their needs and a couple of  them even needing a 
helping hand for medical expenses, as per the revised pension 
hike, they are set to earn anywhere between `30,000 to `70,000 
based on their experience.

Player welfare to be in focus
It was a move that was warmly received but one should not for-
get that just a year ago, active domestic cricketers and umpires 
— in the absence of  the Ranji Trophy — were exploring ways to 
support their families during pandemic. 

Although domestic cricketers subsequently received a pay-
hike, the umpires, match-officials and scorers were left in the 
lurch without any compensation package. Even now as the IPL 
ecosystem gets bigger by each new deal, the gulf  between those 
who play only domestic cricket and the T20 league only contin-
ues to widen.

The players, who happen to be the protagonists of  the content 
they have sold for `48,390.5 crore, will continue to receive only 
`900 crore of  it. And for the domestic cricketers, who don’t have 
an IPL contract, these numbers are not going to make any dif-
ference to their lives. Just for the record, they are the ones who 
keep the Indian cricket healthy on the field, preparing players 
to play in the world stage. But despite Sourav Ganguly promis-

ing central contracts for the domestic cricketers 
on the day he took charge as BCCI president in 
2019, domestic cricketers continue to be ne-
glected. Even with the pay hike, guaranteed 
income is still a far-fetched reality for hun-
dreds of  professional cricketers. Ditto with 

the umpires, match-officials and scorers, who 
make the Indian cricket ecosystem. 

With all the resources (read currency) in the world, 
it is high-time the BCCI introduces a central contract system. 
If  Pakistan Cricket Board, which pales in comparison when it 
comes to revenue generated, could afford central contracts to 
its domestic cricketers, surely it can’t be beyond BCCI’s 
reach.

That said, there was some refreshing to see in the letter ad-
dressed to state units by the BCCI secretary Jay Shah. In that 
letter, accessed by this daily, Shah outlined the importance of  
using the money earned through the media rights in strength-
ening the age-group and grass-root cricket. Similarly, Shah em-
phasised the need to “ensure that our biggest stakeholder — 
‘the cricket fan’ is well looked after and enjoys high quality 
cricket in world-class facilities.”
 Full story: newindianexpress.com

Mantris magic in Bengaluru
While Mumbai asserted their dominance, Madhya Pradesh tested Bengal on 

Day Two of the Ranji Trophy semifinals in Bengaluru. Here is a wrap..

hardik steps up 
Wicket-keeper batter Hardik 
Tamore cracked 115 to propel 

Mumbai to 393 in their first 
innings against Uttar Pradesh. 

In reply, Uttar Pradesh were 
reeling at 25/2 two at stumps, 

having lost opener Samarth 
Singh (0) and Priyam Garg (5) 

early. While the first day 
belonged to Yashasvi Jaiswal, 

who had hammered his second 
first-class ton, it was Tamore’s 

show on Wednesday. Tamore, 
who resumed on unbeaten 51, 

anchored the innings after the 
Mumbai began from their 

overnight score of 260/5. He 
forged a 113-run stand with 
Shams Mulani for the sixth 

wicket before Karan Sharma 
dismissed the latter. 

Brief scores: Mumbai 393 all out in 140.4 
ovs (Tamore 115, Jaiswal 100, Karan 4/ 

46) vs UP 25/2 in 12 ovs.

himanshu shines 
After Himanshu Mantri’s 327-
ball 165, Kumar Kartikeya’s 
early breakthroughs put 
Madhya Pradesh on front foot 
against Bengal in Alur. Bengal 
were 0/2, and went down 
further to 54/5. But Manoj 
Tiwary (84 batting) and 
Shahbaz Ahmed (72 batting) 
put up an unbeaten 143-run 
stand for the sixth wicket to 
take Bengal to 197/5 at the end 
of day’s play. After Kartikeya 
took two wickets in the first 
over of the innings, Puneet 
Datey dismissed Abhimanyu 
Easwaran and Abishek Porel 
cheaply. However, the Tiwary-
Ahmed duo ensured they did 
not lose any further wickets.  
Brief scores: Madhya Pradesh 341 in 
105.3 ovs (Himanshu 165; Mukesh 4/66) 
vs Bengal 197/5 in 66 ovs (Tiwary 84 n.o, 
Ahmed 72 n.o; Datey 2/44).

Dal Lake to host 
sub-junior 
rowing nat’ls
f I R o z  m I R z A  @ Chennai

FOR the first time, Dal Lake in 
Srinagar (Jammu & Kashmir) 
will host 23rd Sub Junior Na-
tional Rowing Championships 
and 5th Inter State Challengers 
National Championships from 
June 20 to 26. In its bid to pro-
mote gender equality, the Row-
ing Federation of  India has 
made it mandatory for every 
participating unit to field at 
least one women’s team to be 
able to compete in the sub-jun-
ior eventl, which will be held in 
two age groups — U-13 and 15. 
Both the events will be held 
over a distance of  500m. The 
rowers can compete in single 
sculls, double sculls, coxless 
pairs and coxless fours. How-
ever, in sub-junior, U-13 boys 
and girls can participate only in 
double sculls.  
 Full story: newindianexpress.com

CWG: India seal berth in 
DOTA2 & Rocket League

NEW DELHI: The Indian esports 
teams secured their berths in the 

inaugural edition of the 2022 
Commonwealth Esports 

Championships (August 1-7) for 
DOTA2. They emerged victorious in 

all their three matches to finish 
atop the points table in  
the Rocket League title.

Women coaches to travel with female athletes: SAI
CHENNAI: In the wake of a couple of harassment complaints lodged by 

female athletes against their respective coaches recently, the Sports 
Authority of India (SAI) on Wednesday issued a certain guidelines, 

advising the national sports federations (NSFs) to take it up 
immediately. As per the guidelines, it’s been made mandatory to 

include a woman coach in the contingent with female athletes during 
domestic/international travel.

FIFA U-17 WWC: India to play ties in Bhubaneswar 
 BHUBANESWAR: FIFA and Local Organising Committee (LOC) of the 

FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup India 2022, which is scheduled to happen 
between October 11-30, has announced that Bhubaneswar would host 

the group matches of the Indian team. The Kalinga Stadium will see 
hosts India compete in all three group stage games on October 11, 14 

and 17. The official draw will be announced on June 24.

Lakshya loses to 
Prannoy in Round 2
JAKARTA: World No 8 Lakshya 
Sen crashed out of the Indonesia 
Open badminton tournament 
after losing to compatriot HS 
Prannoy in an all-India second 
round clash here on Wednesday. 
Sen was comprehensively beaten 
10-21, 9-21 by Prannoy in a men’s 
singles match. 
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IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP  
GOING � WINSTON CHURCHILL


