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Raipur: What a mother’s
voice is to her baby in the
womb, an NDRF constable’s
incessant calling was to little
Rahul, 24x7, for nearly five
days. “Rahul wake up… Ra-
hul have a banana, Rahul…”
was a constant echo at the
rescue site at Pihrid village
of  Janjgir-Champa in Chhat-
tisgarh.

Rahul is speech and hear-
ing impaired but constable B
Anil Kumar’s booming voice
seems to have sent down re-
assuring vibrations because
every time he shouted, Rahul
would look up.

“This connection was
struck at the very beginning.
As I hunched down and
peered into the borewell to
see where the kid was, in that

exact moment he looked up
at me. It was like an omen. Is-
ko bacha lenge (we’ll save
him), I told myself. And the
little one kind of  reassured
me. I felt he was saying, ‘if
you try, you can save me, I
won’t give up’,” said Anil,
hoarse with emotion and

from shouting for five days.
After a pause, Anil said:

“As a rescuer, you have to be
tough and aren’t allowed to
cry. But whenever I saw Ra-
hul responding to my calls
despite his challenges, it
would choke me up,” said the
NDRF man.

Anil was Rahul’s lifeline
from 11.30pm on Friday to
nearly midnight on Tuesday,
lying on his stomach, holler-
ing down a dark hole, and
even keeping count of  Ra-
hul’s breaths.

“That’s how I knew he
was panicking when heavy
drills were used to cut
through the massive slabs of
rock that blocked us. His
chest began heaving rapidly
and I shouted that we need to
stop drilling,” Kumar, a na-
tive of  Guntur in Andhra

Pradesh, said. He is with
NDRF’s 3rd battalion and
was posted in Bhilai a month
ago.

The scene when NDRF ar-
rived on site on Friday night
was gloomy, he said. No one
knew if  Rahul was alive. A
camera was roped in to
check. And then began one of
the biggest and most com-
plex rescue ops the country
has seen.

“I started calling out Ra-
hul’s name. With children,
you need to develop trust and
confidence. The little child
was crying. I slowly roped
down a banana and a packet
of  juice. He devoured it,” the
NDRF personnel recounted.
It’s not known how much the
differently-abled boy heard,
but he would respond to indi-
cate he was alive.

There were several heart-
stopping moments, Anil
said. “On Saturday evening, I
suddenly saw a creature
slithering around. My blood
froze. It was a snake. I started
praying for his safety and
kept trying to identify the
snake. When I could make
out it was non-poisonous, I
almost wept with relief, but
then the child wouldn’t know
it. Imagine his terror! But he
stayed calm,” he said.

Another nerve-wracker
was when water started ris-
ing in the borewell. “At one
point, Rahul was neck deep
in water. It was a very tense
time,” he said. Rescuers and
villagers worked frantically
to pump out water in the area
so that it didn’t rise in the bo-
rewell.

Full report on www.toi.in

NDRF Rescuer From AP Recounts Heart-Stopping Moments With Trapped Boy

The voice that was Rahul’s lifeline
in epic borewell rescue in C’garh

SAFE AND SOUND: Rahul recup-
erating at the hospital with his
mother
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When approached for a
response, Congress
secretary Pranav

Jha told TOI: “proceedings of
the ED are of  judicial nature
and leaking them is a crimi-
nal offense. Therefore, we
will not comment on it.”

Rahul’s questioning will
continue on Friday as he
sought exemption on Thurs-
day. Rahul and his mother So-
nia Gandhi, the Congress
president, together hold 76%
stakes in Young Indian and
the remaining 24% was held
by Vora and Oscar Fernandes
(12% each). Vora and Fer-
nandes passed away in De-
cember 2020 and September
2021, respectively.

The ED sources denied
the suggestion that it was not
letting Rahul leave until 11pm
out of  any design. “He leaves
late because after every three
hours of  questioning, the
Congress leader takes 3-4
hours of  break to “review”
his responses… effectively,
we have been getting only
around six hours to question
him,” the source said.

While Rahul’s question-
ing will resume on Friday, So-
nia Gandhi has been sum-
moned on June 23 for ques-
tioning in the case after she
sought deferment because of
Covid infection. She is under-

going treatment at the Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital here.

Meanwhile, chaos contin-
ued on the streets of  central
Delhi with Congress workers
indulging in arson and vio-
lent protests, breaking police
bandobast while trying to
march towards the ED office
at APJ Abdul Kalam Road.
Rahul, as usual, appeared af-
ter 11 am at the enforcement
agency on Wednesday and
took a lunch break for an
hour before rejoining at 4 pm.
For the last two days he had
been leaving the agency’s of-
fice past 11in the night.

Sources said that the
probe shows that after Young
Indian’s acquisition of  AJL,
two of  YI’s founders Suman
Dube and Sam Pitroda, exit-
ed as a shareholder transfer-
ring their shares to Sonia and
Oscar Fernandes. 

‘Rahul Gandhi takes
3-4 hours break to

review his responses’
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HOLDING BACK: Police stop
Congress workers during a
protest outside the AICC office
against summoning of Rahul
Gandhi by the Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday

PTI

There are widespread
concerns the radical
Agnipath scheme to

recruit the bulk of  soldiers
for only four years on an “all-
India, all-class” basis will hit
professionalism, regimental
ethos and fighting spirit of
the Army. It is also feared it
will lead to militarisation of
society with over 35,000 com-
bat-trained youth being ren-

dered jobless every year.
The Army vice chief, how-

ever, maintained these are
largely ill-conceived and mis-
placed. “Regimentation, eth-
os and camaraderie is an out-
put of  a group of  soldiers
staying together, eating to-
gether and fighting together,
irrespective of  whether they
belong to a particular com-
munity or not. There will be
no dilution of  the basic eth-
os,” he said.

‘No dilution of basic
ethos, fighting spirit’
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Another reason for stock replenishments at pumps getting
delayed is longer distance from depots or terminals.

“In particular, this has been noticed in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka. These are states where large
quantity of  supply was being done by retail outlets ,” the minis-
try said. The ministry described it as a seasonal surge and at-
tributed to agricultural activities, bulk buyers switching to re-
tail outlets and a substantial reduction in the sales by private
players pushing their substantial volumes. “Simultaneously,
as a result of  a crackdown by the government, these volumes
have also been added to the RO diesel sale,” it said.

Oil ministry says surge 
in demand is seasonal
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In Shopian, acting on specific
information about the pres-

ence of  terrorists in the Kanji
Ullar village area, a joint cor-
don-and-search operation
was launched by the police,
Army (34 RR) and CRPF (178
Bn), IGP (Kashmir) Vijay Ku-
mar said, adding that security
personnel were fired upon
when they approached the
spot where the terrorists were
hiding, leading to an encoun-
ter in which two terrorists
were killed.

The terrorists slain in
Shopian were identified as
Jan Mohammed Lone of  Bra-
ripora, Shopian, and Tufail
Nazir Ganie of  Ramnagri,
Shopian. The IGP said Lone
had been involved in the kill-
ing of  the bank manager in
Kulgam on June 2. He added
that Lone had been an OGW
for LeT district commander
Adil Ramzan and that he had
killed the bank manager on
the LeT commander’s direc-
tions. 

‘Lone killed bank
manager on LeT
dist chief’s order’ 
�From P 1

Mumbai: Observing that a
mother will not put her
daughter’s chastity at stake
for a measly discount, a spe-
cial Pocso court this week
convicted and sentenced a 23-
year-old salesman to three
years rigorous imprisonment
for twice molesting a 17-year-
old girl during trials at the sa-
ree store where he was em-
ployed. The accused had sex-
ually abused the minor while
draping her sarees. Special
judge Anis A J Khan refuted
accused Datta Salunkhe’s de-
fence that the child’s mother
had falsely implicated him af-
ter he turned down her re-
quest for a discount. The
court said the survivor’s dep-
osition was trustworthy, and
sufficient to establish the
guilt of  accused,” judge said. 

Full report on www.toi.in

Judge convicts
salesman for
molesting girl
in dress trial
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New Delhi: With the global
save soil movement heading
for its last leg of  awareness
campaign bringing 74 coun-
tries on board, Sadhguru of
the Isha Foundation has said
it’s now time to handhold
farmers both within India
and outside to begin actual
works on the ground to im-
prove health of  the soil by in-
creasing its organic content.

For this, five big states —
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh

and Maharashtra — have al-
ready signed MoUs with the
Isha Foundation while others
including Karnataka may do
so in coming days, making it
the largest such movement
where respective govern-

ments would work to improve
the health of  the soils through
policy interventions and sup-
port. 

Though India has a policy
in the form of  a central flag-
ship scheme of  ‘Soil Health
Cards’ (SHC), Sadhguru, who
launched the scheme in
March, felt the scheme needs
a little bit of  tweaking to en-
sure enough organic content
in the soils.

“You are looking at soils as
a resource. But, I am looking
at soils as a source of  life. As a
source of  life, it must be kept
alive because it’s the founda-

tion of  our existence. Now if
you are looking at it only in
terms of  how to use it then
you are thinking let’s throw
some more nitrogen, phos-
phate etc. and we are done. So,
SHC should include ensuring
a percentage of  organic con-
tent. Once that happens then
we are moving in the right di-
rection,” said Sadhguru. 

In an interview to TOI,
Sadhgaru explained how the
ongoing SHC is a bit different
from what he has been pitch-
ing for through the ongoing
‘save soil’ movement.

Full report on www.toi.in

Time to handhold farmers to begin work on
ground to improve soil health: Sadhguru
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SAVE SOIL: Sadhguru
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