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TN trainee woman pilot killed as 
Cessna crashes in Nalgonda dist 
Technical snag suspected; Directorate General of Civil Aviation to investigate the accident 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

A trainee pilot died on the spot 
after she lost control of  the Ces-
sna aircraft she was flying and 
crashed in the fields in Nalgo-
nda district of  Telangana on 
Saturday. 

Eyewitnesses said that they 
saw the aircraft in a nosedive 
before it crashed. The train-
ee pilot was identified as 
29-year-old Maheema 
Gajaraj from Tamil 
Nadu and the aircraft 
belonged to Flytech Avi-
ation Academy in Mach-
erla of  Guntur district in 
Andhra Pradesh.While techni-
cal snag is suspected to have led 
to the crash, the Directorate 
General of  Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) will probe the incident, 
based on which further investi-
gation will take place, said Nal-
gonda SP Rema Rajeswari. 

According to eyewitnesses, 
locals noticed the two-seater 
aircraft flying near Tungatur-
thi of  Peddavoora mandal in 
the district at around 10.50 am 
on Saturday and then nosediv-
ing before it crashed into a 
mangled heap of  metal. 

Maheema, who was the only 
occupant, was stuck in the cab-
in and died on the spot. 

Alerted by locals, police 
along with fire, revenue and 
health teams rushed to the spot. 
They said there was no fire in 
the crash. Eyewitnesses said 
that the aircraft came from the 
Nagarjunasagar side. “Though 
it was an unusual sight, we ini-

tially thought it was 
some special flight go-
ing to Hyderabad,” 
they said. 

Rajeshwari told 
TNIE, “We informed 

the DGCA and their 
teams have already start-

ed the crash site investigation. 
After completion of  their probe, 
they will submit a report, fol-
lowing which we will take up 
our investigation. Prima facie, 
a case has been registered.” 

Maheema had trained for 
four months and is survived by 
her husband V Paranthaman 
from Hyderabad, who is into 
online business trading. They 
had got married in 2017 and 
were residing in Macherla. 

Despite repeated attempts, 
Flytech Aviation Academy re-
mained unresponsive.

Students bid a teary farewell to teacher
S O W M Y A  M A N I  @ Pudukkottai

WHEN R Jenita got a promo-
tion as a BT assistant and was 
being sent from Malaikudipatti 
Government Primary School to 
Alathur Government Middle 
School, she was too glad, just 
like anyone else. Both schools 
are in Annavasal block of  
Pudukkottai district. 

However, what she didnt ex-
pect was the reaction of  her 
students at a farewell organ-
ised on Friday. All the little kids 
in attendance were in tears, 
which, in turn, brought tears to 
Jenita’s eyes as well. A video of  
the emotion-choked farewell 
went viral on social media, 
drawing a lot of  attention. 

Jenita has been working as a 
teacher for the past 21 years, of  
which 11 were in the Malaikudi-
patti school. She has been ex-
tremely popular among kids, 

and her teaching skills have re-
ceived much appreciation from 
several people. The 42-year-old 
was class teacher for a section 
of  62 students. When she re-
cently told her class about her 
transfer, the children burst into 
tears.

What is surprising is that the 
students were so attached to 
Jenita, despite the school being 
closed for the past two years 

and she was mostly conducting 
online classes. Schools reo-
pened for Class IV students 
only on February 1, and offline 
classes were held only for a 
brief  period. 

Despite, not being in a posi-
tion to see the children in per-
son every day during the lock-
down, Jenita had won a special 
place in their hearts through 
her kindness and teaching 
skills.

Sources said Jenita also en-
couraged parents of  the stu-
dents to take an insurance pol-
icy for their wards.

“I gave my children the news 
of  my transfer in a very gentle 
manner. I told them last week 
that I was going to a nearby 
middle school, which they 
could join next year. However, 
they were inconsolable and 
have been crying since then,” 
Jenita told TNIE. 

Debris of the Cessna aircraft |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Man nabbed for possessing idols illegally

Madurai: The idol wing in Madurai police arrested a 
52-year-old M Thangamalai of Ponnampadugai for 

allegedly possessing two idols illegally on Saturday. 
According to police, they got a tip off that 

Thangamalai attempted to sell idols. A team of 
police from Madurai interrogated him and got two 

god idols -- Karuppasamy (1.5 kg weight and 24 cm 
height) and a Ayyappan (1 kg and 11 cm) -- with 

him. Sources said that he was not having any valid 
proof of ownership of the idols. After seizing the 

idols from him, the police arrested him. ENS

Man held for thrashing dog; mom booked
Coimbatore: A 40-year-old man was arrested for 
allegedly assaulting a stray dog and dragging the 
animal on the road at Veerakeralam in the city on 
Thursday. His mother was also booked for allegedly 
taking part in the incident. According to police, on 
Thursday, V Balu of Veerakeralam, a daily wage 
labourer, along with his mother Selvi brutally 
assaulted a stray dog and dragged the animal. After 
the video went viral, the police booked Balu and his 
mother under various sections of the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, on Friday.  ENS 

Draft manifesto released to protect, rejuvenate Indian rivers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Hyderabad

FOR the first time in the coun-
try, a draft manifesto has been 
prepared with a demand to re-
juvenate India’s rivers. Re-
leased at the two-day National 
Convention on Rivers which 
began here on Saturday, the 
manifesto demanded that the 
natural course of  rivers should 
not be obstructed, neither 

should they be polluted. 
“This is not an election mani-

festo seeking votes. This is 
purely meant for the rejuvena-
tion of  rivers and secure the 
future of  our citizens,” Water-
man of  India Rajendra Singh 
said after releasing the draft 
manifesto. 

He said that if  rivers were 
neglected, polluted and their 
free flow obstructed, then fu-
ture generations would suffer. 

Singh said the manifesto would 
be released in all languages af-
ter it was adopted in another 
meeting at Delhi in April.

Subjects like peoples’ partici-
pation in protecting rivers, wa-
ter-literacy, sharing of  best 
practices and research on bio-
diversity were included in the 
draft manifesto. 

Delegates from almost all 
States attended the convention 
and presented their views on 

the draft manifesto. Indian Pe-
ninsular River Basins Council 
(IPRBC) and Indian Himalayan 
River Basins Council (IHRBC) 
j o i n t l y  o r g a n i s e d  t h e 
convention.

TS efforts
Participating in the meeting, 
Agriculture Minister S Niran-
jan Reddy explained the State 
government’s efforts to ensure 
the judicious use of  water. 

ISHA SHIVARATRI EVENT A 
TREAT FOR MUSIC LOVERS
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore 

ISHA’s much awaited annual Mahashiv-
aratri festivities will feature renowned 
singers from various states this year. 
Singers from Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and 
Assam will enthral the audience with 
their renditions in the night-long 
extravaganza.

Popular Tamil playback singer Shawn 
Roldan who is also trained in Carnatic 
music will perform at the event. Telugu 
singer Mangali, who impressed the audi-
ence with her majestic voice last year 
will make a comeback. 

Other artists include playback singer 
Saleem, who has sung many devotional 
songs in Hindi films and is also known 
for his Punjabi and Sufi music; Pappan, 
a renowned playback singer from Assam 
and Hansraj Raghuvansi, a singer from 
Himachal Pradesh.

Keeping with tradition, Isha’s own 
Sounds of Isha and Isha Samskriti will
a l s o  p e r f o r m  a t  t h e  e v e n t . 
Mahashivaratri festivities will begin in 
the presence of  Adiyogi at 6 p.m. on 
March 1st and culminate at 6 a.m. the fol-
lowing day.

Congress resumes Mekedatu padayatra today
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE state Congress unit will 
resume its padayatra from Ra-
managara on Sunday to de-
mand implementation of  the 
Mekedatu balancing reservoir 
project. This is the second leg 
of  the padayatra as the one in 
January had to be ended 
abruptly owing to pandemic.
Meanwhile, hitting out at the 

Congress, Chief  Minister Basa-
varaj Bommai termed the foot 
march as ‘padayatra for 
politics.’ 

“The Congress is calling it 
Padayatra-1 and Padayatra-2. 
Only politics is important for 
them. The Congress derailed 
the legislature session for poli-
tics and they are continuing it 
outside too,” Bommai thun-
dered.  To a question if  prohibi-
tory orders will be imposed in 

Bengaluru as part of  Covid-19 
measures when the padayatra 
enters the city, Bommai said 
there are minimal Covid-19 re-
strictions and everyone should 
follow them. Meanwhile, KPCC 
president DK Shivakumar said 
several senior Congress lead-
ers, including AICC General 
Secretary in charge of  Karna-
taka, Randeep Singh Surjewa-
la, will take part in the paday-
atra at Ramanagara.

R Jenita’s English is on a par with 
teachers of private schools and she is 
very popular among students| EXPRESS


