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Velu Thampi who fought against the British before Mangal Pandey
And the freedom

movement against grays is
believed to have started from
1857, but its war history is
even before that. The story of
Velu Thampi, who tried to
defeat the foreign power
spread in India by showing
bravery on the battlefield,
remains unknown. Even
before Mangalpande there
was a soldier who took up
arms against the British
authority. That Jawamard
threw a bold challenge to the
East India Company, which
was taking advantage of the
Indians' weakness through
cunning and intrigue.““The
armed revolt of Velu Thampi,
the hero of Travancore, is a
forgotten but glorious saga of
Indian history. He made people
aware of the threat of East
India Company.

It created a fervent
passion to challenge authority
in a dormant population. Velu
Thampi was born in a middle-
class Nair family in South
Travancore. A hardy farmer's
blood ran through his veins.
This son of earth did not want
to lose his freedom. Velu
Thampi was a brilliant genius.
He was a connoisseur of
people's questions. He was a
principled man. He adopted
certain principles in life and
adherence to these principles
inspired him with strange
courage and adventure. Satya
Kaje believed in martyrdom.
He never hesitated to take the
path he felt was right. He
never allows retreating from
the path once taken. Velu
Thampi was a disciple and
admirer of the great Diwan
Keshav Pillai of Travancore,
the founder of Travancore's
Iron Age, who defeated Tipu
Sultan's invading army. At one
time Velu Thampi was working
as Travancore's trade
representative at Mumbai.““At
this time the condition of

Travancore was very bad. The
people were always living in
hardship. In such a turbulent
time, a wise and unwise royal
was ruling the state.
Surrounded by flatterers,
swindlers and corrupt
advisers, this royal had no
concern for the people. These
elusive and impetuous
advisers captured and
imprisoned the great Diwan
Keshav Pil lai. Sachain
poisoned the tongue to stop it
speaking forever and removed
the phlegm. Every man in the
kingdom knew that the king
himself was like a puppet of
this illusory society and that
the real rulers of the kingdom
were all these miscreants and
omens. At this time, the East
India Company had
established its foothold in the
south after the wars of
Karnataka and Mysore. He
began to dominate southern
politics. The East India
Company's policy of
intervening in the internal
affairs of the states and
making kings fight within each
other became popular. As a
result of this British policy of
divide and rule, money and
territories were pouring into
the company's pockets.““The
erstwhile ruler of Travancore
entered into a compromise
agreement with the East India
Company. Accordingly, the
state had to give an amount
of six lakh rupees annually to
the company as consideration.
It was also clarified in the
settlement that the East India
Company would not ask for
anything extra beyond this
amount and that the British
would protect the state in case
of emergency. Thus, the work
of exploiting the people fell
upon the royals and the
benefits of ready meals came
to the British.““When the East
India Company came to know
that the Travancore state was

in chaos, it threw a new twist.
Demanded to increase the
annual amount of six lakh
rupees by another two lakh.
Also, the East India Company
presented some other
demands that the state of
Travancore should remain
only in name and its
sovereignty should be
respected. Let the name Raja
remain and power and wealth
be enjoyed by the British.

The East India Company
not only sat by putting this
proposal before the
Travancore royalty, but also
threatened to grant these
demands by force of arms and
army if these demands were
not accepted within a certain
period. The king and his
advisors took the easy way out
and kept all the demands of
the East India Company in
check.““When Venu Thampi
came to know about this
incident, he reached
Travancore on a horse. It is
said that this heroic man
changed horses on the way
and rode for three consecutive
days and reached Travancore.
During these three days he did
not put a single grain of food
in his mouth. There was pain
in his heart. There was anger
against the king who was
entrapped in the tricks of the
British and allowed
slavery.““After coming to
Travancore, he went directly
to his taluk. Farmers were
gathered together and given
an idea of what is happening
in the state and a procession
of thousands of farmers
reached the edge of Kadi
Rajmahal. The king had to go
out of the palace and have a
conversation with Velu
Thampi. The king accepted all
his demands. The first of
these demands was to give
permission to the cowardly,
cowardly and corrupt
advisers. Within a few
months, Velu Thampi was
made the Diwan of the state.

He first dismissed all the king's
advisers from statecraft,
preferred clean administration
and vigorously eradicated the
taint of corruption and
nepotism. It is said that Velu
Thampi was very strict in
following the law. According
to their laws, the limbs of
criminals were amputated and
habitual prisoners were
sentenced to death. As a
result of his strict rule and
clean administration, the
revenue of the state increased
tremendously. In this way he
established peace and order
in the entire state. After this
he took up the question of the
East India Company and its
conspirators. He made it clear
to the resident that the
company's demands were
unfair and could not be
accepted under any
circumstances. He also
warned the company that they
were only traders and
therefore there was no need
to meddle in any state affairs
other than doing business.
Along with this, Velu Thampi
made it clear to the East India
Company, which had
threatened the king with
military force, that it was not
Leshma himself who was
afraid of war. In this way, Velu
Thampi responded heroically
to the threatening demands of
the company.““After
responding to the East India
Company, Velu Thampi
opened negotiations with the
Dewan of the neighboring
state of Cochin. At the end of
the two talks, it was agreed
that the British Company's
authority must be ended. Both
of them decided to be well
prepared to fight in case of
war. The company now
hardened its stance and
started issuing threats of war.
Against this he said that there
was no other way now except
to fight the war as an
Indian.““Velu Thampi's troops
invaded the British Residency

and arrested the British
soldiers. The Resident himself
fled and Velu Thampi's army
emerged victorious in this
battle. After this more Kumak
of the company arrived. The
British troops rushed in earlier
than expected. Before Velu
Thampi could make his front
strong and bayonet, a large
English army was
deployed.““The whole of
Central Travancore was
thrown up, but moral support
alone could not stand before
cannon and guns. During a
crucial battle, Velu Thampi's
troops were defeated by the
Company's army. Velu Thampi
issued a lengthy statement. In
which he announced that the
king had nothing to do with
rebellion and that he alone
was responsible for what had
happened.““After this, Velu
Thampi fled to a temple called
Mannadi. With the men of the
East India Company chasing
him, this brave man knew that
he would now be caught. He
ended his own life with a knife.
The whites, burning with
vengeance, hanged the dead
body of this great patriot.

Velu Thampi was a great
patriot and fearless warrior.
The last wish of this brave man
was that the sword should
never fall into the hands of the
British. This last wish was
fulfilled. Former President late
Rajendraprasad received this
sword from a very old
resident of the Kilmanor
Rajmahal and today the sword
is preserved as a national
souvenir in the National
Museum at Delhi. This sword
will undoubtedly continue to
inspire and empower future
generations of Indians to fight
against all forms of inequality
and injustice. This sword of
the one who gave the head for
freedom shines in freedom
today! A distraught Patty
Merritt returned to a children's
hospital in Ontario, Canada,
for her six-year-old daughter

Kelly's heart surgery. Her little
daughter had undergone open
heart surgery once before.
Recently, such open heart
surgery was done for the
second time. Six-year-old
Kelly was taken out of the
intensive care unit and placed
in a section reserved for
cancer patients as her side
was repaired. In the room next
to six-year-old Kelly was six-
year-old Adam. This Adam
was fighting against
Leukemia. Adam was
undergoing chemotherapy
treatment. Although the

treatment was extremely
painful, Adam's joy did not
diminish in the least. Adam, a
cancer patient, came to Kelly's
room every day. Also have a
bag for taking her
chemotherapy. Adam was
always seen smiling and
having fun despite being in
constant pain. Coming to
Kelly's room, Adam would talk
and joke for hours. Joining
Patty Merritt and her daughter
Kelly. Patty Merritt was bored
one day as she had been
nursing her daughter for a
long time. The black cloudy

rainy sky outside was adding
to its melancholy. As Merritt,
sad and sad, stood at the
window looking at the clouds
in the sky, Adam came as
usual. Patty Merritt said,
“Adam! What a sad day! I am
in a very sad mood today. And
such an environment adds to
my misery.'' Adam told Patty
Merritt, ''All days are beautiful
to me.'' Even after a very sad
day, those words of Leukemia
patient Adam continued to
give Patty Merritt the strength
to live happily despite her
grief.

Politics turns vicious as
Andhra parties take poll

positions

The violent clashes
between workers of the
opposition Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) and the ruling Yuvajana
Sramika Rythu Congress Party
(YSRCP) at Macherla in Palnadu
district, Andhra Pradesh, must
be a matter of serious concern
for all. We say this because we
fear Macherla could well be a
sign of things to come as poll
fever appears to have gripped
all the parties, never mind that
the election is still a long way
off in 2024. Macherla does have
a history of violence, with
faction feuds accepted as the
norm. But that was over a
decade ago, and a lot has
changed since. The TDP’s
ongoing campaign against the
YSRC government triggered the
latest violence. It is difficult to
pin the blame on one without
proof. But going by the police
version, it seems the TDP
leaders and cadres ventured
into a sensitive area without
prior permission, leading to the
clashes. Sure enough, local
rivalries are at play.
Nonetheless, if we scratch the
surface, it becomes evident that
some of the leaders at the
forefront of this unsavoury
episode have a terrible
record—and that is a charitable
way of putting it. For instance,
the TDP’s constituency in
charge was booked for murder

long ago. Giving the party’s reins
to him shows the party
leadership’s thought process. It
wants a strong hand to take on
the YSRC, which cannot claim
the moral high ground either.

If we look at the larger
picture, the worsening rhetoric of
political leaders is definitely
stoking tensions at the local level.
TDP supremo N Chandrababu
Naidu never tires of demonising
YSRC chief and chief minister, YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy, not to speak
of his colleagues who choose the
choicest expletives regularly. The
YSRC leaders, too, walk the extra
mile to rub it in, in the same
language. Jana Sena chief and
actor Pawan Kalyan has been
more vocal, using cinematic
lingo in an obvious attempt to
portray himself as the hero
locked in a war with the
villainous government. The
optics and words may appear
to be innocuous political
entertainment, but their impact
is felt at the grassroots.
Inspiring followers is one thing.
But in the process, if they whip
up political and communal
tensions, it results in incidents
like Macherla. All sides are
geared up to hit the streets in
the new year. They must
understand that though politics
is an emotion, violence cannot
win hearts. It can only divide and
alienate people.


