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Xi breaks silence over China’s war with Covid 
covid  

BEIJING: Chinese President Xi 
Jinping urged officials on Mon-
day to take steps to protect lives 
in his first public remarks on 
Covid-19 since Beijing dramati-
cally loosened hardline con-
tainment measures this 
month.

Having mostly cut itself  off  
from the rest of  the world dur-
ing the pandemic, China is now 
experiencing the planet’s big-
gest surge in infections after 
abruptly lifting restrictions 

that torpedoed the economy.  
Studies have estimated that 
around one million people 
could die over the next few 
months. Many in the popula-
tion are now grappling with 
shortages of  medicine, while 
emergency medical facilities 
are strained by an influx of  un-
dervaccinated elderly patients.  
“At present, Covid-19 preven-
tion and control in China are 
facing a new situation and new 
tasks,” Xi said in a directive, 
according to state broadcaster 
CCTV. 

“We should launch the patri-
otic health campaign in a more 
targeted way... fortify a commu-
nity line of  defence for epidem-
ic prevention and control, 
and effectively protect 
people’s lives, safety 
and health,” Xi said. 
Hospitals and crema-
toriums across the 
country have been over-
flowing with Covid pa-
tients and victims, while 
China’s National Health Com-
mission on Sunday announced 
it would stop publishing daily 

nationwide infection and death 
statistics. The decision to scrap 
the daily virus count comes 
amid concerns that the coun-

try’s blooming wave of  in-
fections is not being ac-

curately reflected in 
official statistics.

Beijing has admitted 
the scale of  the out-

break has become “im-
possible” to track follow-

ing the end of  mandatory 
mass testing, as people are now 
not obliged to declare test re-
sults to authorities.  

And last week, Beijing nar-
rowed the criteria by which 
Covid-19 fatalities were count-
ed—a move experts said would 
suppress the number of  deaths 
attributable to the virus. 

The winter surge comes 
ahead of  two major public holi-
days next month, in which mil-
lions of  migrant workers are 
expected to travel to their 
hometowns to reunite with 
relatives.

Authorities are bracing for 
the virus to hit under-resourced 
rural areas hard.

The president urged officials to take steps to protect lives since Beijing loosened hardline containment measures

Covid Scare: Vaccinating 
elderly becomes a priority 
health  

BEIJING: Chinese authori-
ties are going door to door and 
paying people older than 60 to 
get vaccinated against Cov-
id-19. But even as cases surge, 
64-year-old Li Liansheng said 
his friends are alarmed by 
stories of  fevers, blood clots 
and other side effects.

“When people hear about 
such incidents, they may not 
be willing to take the vac-
cines,” said Li, who had been 
vaccinated before he caught 
Covid-19. A few days after his 

10-day bout with the virus, Li 
is nursing a sore throat and 
cough. He said it was like a 
“normal cold” with a mild fe-
ver. China has joined other 
countries in treating cases in-
stead of  trying to stamp out 
virus transmission by drop-
ping or easing rules on test-
ing, quarantines and move-
ment as it tries to reverse an 
economic slump. But the shift 
has flooded hospitals with fe-
verish, wheezing patients.

The NHC announced a cam-
paign to raise the vaccination 
rate among older Chinese.

colours and joy galore 
Artists perform during the Mussoorie Winterline Carnival 2022 in Mussoorie on Monday |  PTI

academia   

NEW DELHI: Imagine you start reading 
an important news article on a website 
and a message flashes on your screen ask-
ing for a hefty fee to read the entire arti-
cle. It would be irritating, to say the 
least.
This is the reality for most scientists. 
They are locked out of  scholarly journals 
that carry the information they need 
to progress their research unless 
they pay a fee to the publisher.

And the charges have risen to 
levels several hundred times 
higher than inflation.

As a University of  Missouri li-
brarian calculated in 2020, com-
pared with 1983, charges are 113.78 
times higher than inflation for famous 
scientific journals such as Nature, 189.18 
times for Science and 244.49 times for the 
New England Journal of  Medicine.

Indian researchers and research insti-
tutions collectively spend around 15 bil-
lion rupees on journal subscriptions for 
scholarly literature every year, a huge 
cost for a growing economy. But to expect 
publishers to make the literature free for 

all is a utopian dream. Therefore, the sci-
entific community has been trying to aim 
for more realistic goals and find mecha-
nisms to make science accessible to all. 

India’s One Nation One Subscription 
(ONOS) policy has garnered plenty of  at-
tention. This model, calls for a centrally 
negotiated subscription deal with pub-
lishers, making scholarly articles free to 
read for all researchers, eliminating the 

need for individual and institutional 
subscriptions. The collective bar-

gaining power of  the entire nation 
is expected to allow greater value 
for money.

India’s ONOS policy is intend-
ed to allow better access to scien-

tific literature, increased scientific 
literacy and better use of  research 

grant money. If  the policy is successful, it 
will serve as a role model for other parts 
of  the world and likely be replicated 
across the Global South. But the path to 
implementation of  the policy will have 
challenges. Its success depends on well-
negotiated deals between government 
and publishing houses. The government 
would need a team of  seasoned negotia-
tors to ensure a good outcome.

IndIa trIes to make 
journal access easIer

Cyclists brave the smog to spread 
their eco-friendly message

environment   

LAHORE: Cyclists in Pakistan’s smog-
smothered Lahore are enduring hazard-
ous pollution levels, abuse from drivers 
and social stigma in a campaign to get 
people to ditch their cars. 

Each week around 100 adults and chil-
dren, some wearing masks or scarves 
wrapped around their mouths and noses, 
jump on their bikes to cycle around land-
marks in the city of  more than 11 million 
people. “The smog is a huge concern for 
us because there are so many cars now 
and the population has increased so 
much,” said Afia Khan, who joined the 
initiative in August.

But it is an uphill challenge encourag-
ing people to take up the environmentally 
friendly mode of  transport, and the group 
often requires a police escort to keep 
them safe in a city that lacks dedicated 
bicycle lanes. 

Cyclists are “at the mercy of  these ruth-
less motorbikes, chingchies (auto rick-
shaws) and cars” that have not embraced 
the idea of  sharing the roads with cy-
clists, said Rana Sohail, the head of  Clean 
Pakistan Green Pakistan, which launched 
the venture with Critical Mass Lahore.

“The government needs to create a 
more cycling-friendly infrastructure,” 
participant Humayun Qureshi told AFP 
at the latest event on Sunday, which he 
attended with his wife and two daughters. 
There is also a pervasive attitude in deep-
ly conservative Pakistan that sport, in-
cluding cycling, is inappropriate for wom-

en, who risk harassment from men. 
“Going biking alone as a woman can be 

difficult because of  the harassment 
you’re going to face,” Zarwa Jamal, a stu-
dent who was cycling with her whole fam-
ily, told AFP. 

“It’s truly great to be able to go with the 
group because I’m ensured of  my safety.” 
Lahore consistently ranks as one of  the 
world’s most polluted large cities, with 
industrial pollutants, smoke from season-
al crop burn-off, fumes from vehicles and 

colder winter temperatures coalescing 
into toxic smog. In November a court rul-
ing forced authorities to close schools on 
Fridays and Saturdays, as well as the usu-
al Sunday break, due to high levels of  air 
pollution. Understanding about the ter-
rible health impacts of  smog has in-
creased in the past few years, putting 
pressure on the authorities to come up 
with measures to tackle the problem. 

m a k i n g  t h e  w o r l d  a  b e t t e r  p l a C e

ODISHA RENEWABLE ENERGY 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Under the Department of Energy, Government of Odisha
(ISO 9001:2008/ ISO 14001:2004)

S/59, MANCHESWAR INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
Website: www.oredaorissa.com E-mail: ceoreda@oredaorissa.com

No. 3289 /OREDA  Dated 23/12/2022
E-Tender call Notice.

CAD-4261:    Tenders are invited through e-tender portal from the 
eligible bidders in the country for design, engineering, supply, testing 
& commissioning of Solar PV standalone systems with all required 
documents as per the tender document along with 5 years complete 
maintenance of 151 households of 7 habitations. 

Interested prospective bidder may visit OREDA web site  
www.oredaorissa.com and www.tenderwizard.com/ OREDA for de-
tails relating bidding process and all other terms and conditions. The 
bidder can view the tender documents from www.oredaorissa.com 
website on free of cost.

Date of Hoisting of the bid document 
on Website

23-12-2022

Date & time of pre-bid meeting 03-01-2023 at 12.30 AM at 
OREDA Conference hall

Date of hosting of final bid document 05-01-20023
Date & time of last submission of on-
line bid document

21-01-2023 up to 01.00 PM

Date and time of last submission of 
hard copy of bid document

24-01-2023 up to 3.00 PM

Opening of Techno-Commercial bid 24-01-2023 at 03.30 PM
Date of opening of the price bid To be informed to the techni-

cally qualified bidders.
Sd/- Chief Executive.
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