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Bathinda: The Punjab go-
vernment has assured to set
up special fast-track courts so
as to settle the cases of  non-re-
sident Indians (NRIs) in mini-
mum possible time. Nodal of-
ficers will also be appointed to
hear the issues of  Punjabi
NRIs at the district level, for
timely and appropriate red-
ressal of  the complaints of
NRIs. The state government is
also planning to hold NRI me-
etings twice every year -- in
December and April.

The assurances were ma-
de by NRI affairs minister
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal in
Moga on Monday during ‘NRI
Milni’, fourth in the series.
The event was attended by
Punjabi NRIs from Moga, Fa-
zilka, Ferozepur, Bathinda,
Mansa, Faridkot and Mukt-
sar. 

Dhaliwal said Punjabi
NRIs had a special contribu-
tion to the prosperity of  Pun-
jab and the government was
preparing a special policy to

solve all problems related to
NRIs promptly. He said the go-
vernment had decided that
NRIs should not have to suffer
in government offices so the
government decided to reach
out to them. If  any matter was
pending, NRIs could submit
their applications through
their relatives in Punjab and
the government would resol-
ve their issues in due time, he
added.

During the meeting dis-
trict-wise counters were es-
tablished for the NRIs from
districts where civil and poli-
ce officials listened to nearly
120 cases.

Special fast-track
courts for NRIs
soon: Dhaliwal

‘NRI MILNI’: NRI affairs minister
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal in Moga 
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Chandigarh: Punjab school education
minister Harjot Singh Bains on Mon-
day said the state government will not
allow any private school to “loot” the
students and their parents and strict ac-
tion will be taken against any private in-
stitution for violating the rules. 

The education minister said the fee
regulatory body, Patiala directed two
private schools in the district to refund

the excess fees charged
during the academic ye-
ar 2022-23 to the stu-
dents. Both schools have
also been fined for viola-
ting the 'The Punjab Re-
gulation of  Fees of  Unai-

ded Educational Institutions Act'. 
Notices have been issued to the two

schools and they have been directed to
comply with the orders within a week,
he said. In case of  non-compliance with

the orders, further action under Sec-
tion 14 of  the Fees Act, 2016 will also be
initiated by the Fee Regulatory Body,
Patiala against the school. 

Bains said the government will not
allow education to become a business in
Punjab. Every private institution has
the freedom to function according to the
rules laid down by the department, but
strict action will be taken against those
who indulge in arbitrariness and irre-
gularities.

Will not allow private school to ‘loot’ students: Bains

Chandigarh: Cold weather
continues to prevail in Pun-
jab and Haryana with places
like Bathinda, Amritsar,
Ambala and Hisar reeling
under harsh winter condi-
tions with temperatures five
to 10 notches below normal.

The cold conditions cou-
pled with fog threw normal
life out of  gear in many parts
of  Punjab and Haryana. As
compared to Sunday, there
was a fall of  -0.1degrees Celsi-
us in average minimum tem-
perature in Haryana with
the lowest minimum tempe-
rature recorded in at 1.2 deg-

rees Celsius in Hisar, follo-
wed by 1.7 degrees Celsius in
Mahendergarh and 2.4 deg-
rees Celsius in Narnaul.

The lowest minimum
temperature in Punjab was
3.6 degrees Celsius in Bat-
hinda followed by 4.5 degrees
Celsius in Gurdaspur.

The meteorological de-
partment in Chandigarh has
predicted no relief  from cold
wave to severe cold wave con-
ditions in the next three days
and has forecasted dense to
very dense fog in Punjab and
Haryana in the next 48 ho-
urs. 

According to the IMD, the
nighttime temperature is
likely to fall further during
the next 24 hours, after
which it may rise by 2 degre-
es. “Cold winds from the mo-
untains are blowing across
the region, as a result of
which we are witnessing a
drop in temperatures. Due to
dense fog obstructing sun-
light, the daytime tempera-
ture has fallen at some places
in Haryana, leading to ‘cold
day’ and ‘severe cold day’
conditions. With the increa-
se of  wind speed, the intensi-
ty of  fog is likely to dip and
clear skies may lead to a
slight rise in daytime tempe-
rature. The nighttime tem-
perature may fall slightly du-
ring the next 24 hours but is
likely to rise by 2 degrees due
to a fresh western disturban-
ce,” said Manmohan Singh,
director, IMD (Chandigarh).

At 1.2O Celsius,
Hisar Coldest

In Haryana

Fog & cold wave grip region,
throw normal life out of gear

The meteorological department in Chandigarh has predicted no relief
from cold wave to severe cold wave conditions in the next three days
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Chandigarh: The transport
department has fixed rates
for transportation of  minor
minerals like sand, building
stones, gravel, ordinary clay
and fly ash in the state.

The rates for 0.5 km to 50
km will vary between Rs
68.49 and Rs 349.82 per MT.
Likewise, the rates for 51 km
to 100 km will vary between
Rs 352.61 and Rs 467.95 per
MT.

Punjab Transport Mini-
ster Laljit Singh Bhullar sa-
id the decision would help in
curbing fleecing of  buyers
by the transporters. A notifi-
cation had been issued in
this regard, he added.

“The carriage rates of
minerals such as earth,
sand, fly ash, gravel, ballast,
stone boulders, and building

rubbish, have been categori-
sed in various rate slabs,” sa-
id the minister, adding that
the rate between Rs 469.11
and Rs 526.19 per MT would
be applicable for a distance
between 101 km and 150 km,
Rs 527.27 to Rs 579.78 per MT
has been fixed for distance
between 151 km and 200 km.

Similarly, the rates for
distance between 201 km and
250 km will be between Rs
580.85 and Rs 633.38 per MT,
while Rs 634.44 to Rs 686.96
per MT has been fixed for dis-
tance between 251 km and 300
km, he said.

The transportation of
minor minerals for a distan-
ce above 300 km, the rate for
every additional 1 km will be
charged at Rs 1.07 per MT in
addition to the fixed limit of
Rs 686.96, the minister ad-
ded.

Punjab fixes rates
for transportation
of minor minerals
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Chandigarh: Amid the oppo-
sition criticism over deterio-
rating law and order situation
in the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)-led state, Punjab Police
on Monday claimed that the
crime rate in the state witnes-
sed a sharp decline.

The opposition parties, in-
cluding the Congress, Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD) and
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
have been slamming the go-
vernment over incidents of
violence, including high-profi-
le Sidhu Moose Wala murder.

According to the crime da-
ta of  the state, in comparison
with the figures from the pre-
vious year, the number of  mur-
ders dropped from 723 in 2021
to 654 in 2022 whereas kidnap-
pings have decreased from
1,787 in 2021 to 1,645 in 2022.
Theft-related cases came
down from 8417 in 2021 to 8,407
in 2022 and cases related to the
Excise Act have decreased
from 10,745 in 2021 to 9,104 in
2022. The data also shows a sig-
nificant decline in the total
number of  first information
reports (FIRs) registered in
the state from 73,581 in 2021 to
71,827 in 2022.

Inspector general of  police
(IG) Sukhchain Singh Gill said
during 2022, 18 terror modules
were busted with the arrest of
119 terrorists after recovering
43 rifles, 220 revolvers/pistols,
13 tiffin improvised explosive
devices (IEDs), 24.5kg RDX
and other explosives, 37 hand

grenades, two sleeves of  dispo-
sed rocket launcher, 22 drones,
and 23 vehicles.

Gill said the anti-gangster
task force (AGTF), since its
formation on April 6, mana-
ged to bust 111 gangster/crimi-
nal modules after arresting
428 gangsters/criminals and
neutralising two, after recove-
ring 411 weapons, 97 vehicles
used in criminal activities,
44.21kg heroin and Rs 1.30 cro-
re cash.

The IGP said from January
1to December 20, five major in-
cidents have taken place in
Punjab, including an IED blast
at police post Kalwa, PS Noor-
pur Bedi, Ropar; RPG attack at
intelligence headquarters bu-
ilding at Mohali; Murder of
Punjabi Singer Sidhu Moose
Wala; Killing of  Bargari sacri-
lege accused Pardeep Kumar
and RPG attack at PS Sarhali,
Tarn Taran. Punjab Police ha-
ve effectively solved all these
major crimes, he added.

Giving yearly updates on
drugs, the IGP said from Janu-
ary 1 to December 25, Punjab
Police have arrested 16,798
drug smugglers/suppliers, in-
cluding 2,316 big fish after re-
gistering 12,171 first informa-
tion reports (FIRs), including
1,374 commercials.

He said the police teams ha-
ve recovered 582kg heroin
from across the state after car-
rying out cordon and search
operations in drug-affected
areas besides laying nakas at
vulnerable routes across the
state. 

Dip in kidnappings,
murders: Pb police 
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These new rates would
be applicable to sugar-
cane supplied or to be

supplied to sugar mills of the
state.The notification dated
December 23 was issued by
the Haryana agriculture and
farmers’ welfare department
on Monday.

Last month, Punjab is-
sued a notification increas-
ing the rates of  sugarcane to
Rs 380 per quintal for 2022-23.
As per the Punjab notifica-
tion, the advanced quality
sugarcane was fixed for Rs
380 per quintal, Rs 370 for me-
dium, and Rs 365 per quintal
for late quality. The total hike
in Punjab was Rs 20 per quin-
tal as compared to 2021-22.

The new rates announced
by the Haryana government
will disappoint farmers as
they were expecting the price
to be at least hiked to Rs 400
per quintal.

Total hike in
Punjab was

`̀20 per quintal
� Continued from P 1

Chandigarh: To corner the
Punjab government on dete-
riorating financial situation
of  the state, Punjab Congress
sought details from chief  mi-
nister Bhagwant Mann on
how the government utilised
the more than Rs 30,000 crore
loan it took in the first three
quarters of  the current fiscal.

The party stated that Pun-
jab finance minister Harpal
Singh Cheema during his mai-
den budget speech in the Pun-
jab vidhan sabha had promi-
sed that under no circumstan-
ces the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government in Punjab
would borrow more than Rs
35,000 crores to run the routi-
ne affairs of  the state. TNN

Explain ̀̀ 30k
crore loan:

Cong to AAP 

 ➤Total drug smugglers/
suppliers Arrested | 16,798

 ➤Big fish arrested | 2,316

 ➤Total FIRs registered | 
12,171

 ➤Total commercial quanti-
ty FIRs | 1,374

 ➤Total heroin recovered | 
729.5kg

 ➤Total opium recovered | 
690kg

 ➤Total ganja recovered | 
1,396kg

 ➤Total poppy husk recov-
ered | 518 quintals

 ➤Total tablets/capsules/
injections/vials of  
Pharma opioids recovered | 
60.13 lakh 

 ➤Terror modules  
busted | 18

 ➤Terrorists/radicals  
arrested | 119

 ➤Total rifles recovered | 43

 ➤Total revolvers/pistols 
recovered | 220

 ➤Total tiffin IEDs  
recovered | 13

 ➤RDX and other explosives 
recovery | 24.5Kg

 ➤Total hand grenades 
recovered | 37

 ➤Drones recovered | 22

ACTION AGAINST GANGSTERS

ACTION AGAINST DRUGS

 ➤Total modules busted 
| 111

 ➤Gangsters/criminals 
arrested | 428

 ➤Gangsters/criminals 
neutralised | 2

 ➤Weapons recovered | 411

 ➤Heroin recovered from 
gangsters | 44.21kg

 ➤Vehicles recovered | 97

 ➤Unaccounted money 
recovered | `1.30 crore

ACTION AGAINST TERRORISTS
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