
CM to meet PM; 
buffer zone and 
SilverLine may 
figure in talks
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@T’Puram

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan will meet Prime Minister 
narendra Modi in new Delhi 
on tuesday. the sC order on 
setting up a buffer zone around 
protected forests and the state’s 
proposed silverLine semi-high-
speed rail project are likely to 
figure in the discussions. 

the state is also likely to de-
mand an increase in its bor-
rowing limit. According to a 
note from the chief  minister’s 
office, the meeting will be held 
at the prime minister’s official 
residence at 10.30 am on 
tuesday. 

the chief  minister is in new 
Delhi to attend a meeting of  the 
CPM politburo on tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

Last week, Pinarayi had as-
sured people living on the ex-
tremities of  protected forests 
spread across 115 densely popu-
lated panchayats in the state 
that they would not lose their 
land or livelihood in the wake 
of  the supreme Court-suggest-
ed 1-km buffer zone. 

On sliveLine, Pinarayi had 
told the assembly that the Un-
ion government had no other 
option but to sanction the 
state’s ambitious 540-km-long 
semi-high-speed railway 
project. reiterating that the 
state government has not re-
treated from the scheme, the 
chief  minister said the rede-
ployment of  officials assigned 
to acquire land for the project 
was only a “temporary meas-
ure” until the Centre sanctions 
silverLine. 

Sabarimala 
revenue  
touches 
`223 crore
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@Sabarimala

the revenue during the 
first 39 days of  the Mandala 
season at the Lord Ayyappa 
temple in sabarimala stood 
at `222.98 crore. Of  this, 
`70.10 crore is the total 
hundi collection, travan-
core Devaswom Board pres-
ident K Ananthagopan said 
on Monday.  however, he re-
fused to reveal other in-
come sources, including 
the sale proceeds from ara-
vana which contributes the 
major portion of  the total 
revenue.

he said adequate prepa-
rations are in place for the 
concluding phase of  the 
Makaravilakku season be-
ginning on December 30. 
Preparations are in place 
for the customary erumely 
Pettathullal ritual on Janu-
ary 11 and thiruvabharan-
am procession from Pan-
dalam on January 12.

Decks cleared: ‘Higuita’ 
gets CBFC clearance,  
to hit theatres soon
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E  @ Kochi

‘higUitA,’ the upcoming mov-
ie that triggered a row after 
writer n s Madhavan alleged 
that it had the same title as his 
famous story, will hit the 
screens soon following the 
clearance given by the 
Central Board of  film 
Certification (CBfC).  

“the movie has got 
a censor certificate. 
After the Kerala film 
Chamber of  Com-
merce asked us to 
change the title of  the 
film, we approached 
the CBfC. the movie 
got the censor certifi-
cate after completing 
all procedures,” said 
hemant g nair, the 
film’s director. “the 
film will hit screens 
soon,” he said. ‘higui-
ta’, starring suraj Venjara-
moodu, was cleared with a U/A 
certificate.

the title of  the film was offi-
cially released on november 8, 
2019, by eight prominent actors 

in Malayalam cinema. After 
facing Covid and many other 
crises, the film’s production got 
postponed. however, when the 
first-look poster of  the film fea-
turing suraj in the role of  a 
politician, was released recent-
ly, writer Madhavan aired his 

objection. earlier, in a 
social media post, 
Madhavan said it’s not 
proper to use the title 
as he authored a short 
story named ‘higuita’, 
through which Malay-
alees got familiar with 
the legendary Colom-
bian goalkeeper. sub-
sequently, the Kerala 
film Chamber of  
Commerce denied the 
title to the filmmakers 
considering the com-
plaint of  Madhavan.

in the first week of  
December, Madhavan 

approached the Chamber and 
demanded to withdraw the per-
mission given to the producers 
to use the title after the first-
look poster of  the movie was 
released.

Four of a family 
killed after car 
collides with bus
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E  
@Thrissur 

fOUr people in a family were 
killed after the car they were 
travelling in collided with a bus 
at Vadanappally in thrissur on 
Monday. 

the deceased are elthuruth 
residents Pulikkal Wilson, 64, 
his wife Mary, 60, his brother 
thomas, 60, of  eravu, and his 
brother-in-law Joseph, 60, of  
Manalur. 

the accident occur red 
around 12.45pm when the fam-
ily was travelling to Olari after 
v i s i t i n g  r e l a t i v e s  i n 
Chavakkad. 

“the incident happened near 
eravu school. the car was try-
ing to overtake another vehicle 
on a narrow road and collided 
with the private bus that was 
coming in the opposite direc-
tion. the front part of  the car 
has totally been damaged. it 
was difficult to take the passen-
gers out from the car,” said an 
eye witness. 

though the residents rushed 
the passengers to the general 
hospital and Aswani hospital, 
all four of  them were declared 
brought dead by the doctors.

Mandala pooja in Sabarimala today
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@Sabarimala

MAnDALA pooja, the conclud-
ing ritual of  the annual 41-day 
sabarimala pilgrimage season, 
will be held at the Lord Ayyap-
pa temple on tuesday. 

the ceremony will be held af-
ter adorning the idol with the 
‘thanka Anki’ (golden attire) 
by thantri Kandararu rajivaru 
at 12.30pm. Kalabhabhishekam 
will be the special ritual to be 
performed on the day. the 
thantri will perform Brah-
makalasa pooja at the Manda-
pam at 9.30am. 

travancore Devaswom Board 
(tDB) president K Ananthago-
pan, member s s Jeevan, spe-
cial commissioner Manoj, 
devaswom executive officer h 
Krishnakumar, administrative 
officer santhakumar and as-
sistant executive officer ravi-
kumar will be present. 

Thanka Anki deeparadhana

the ceremonial procession, 
carrying thanka Anki, from 
Aranmula reached sannidhan-
am after a three-day journey on 
Monday evening. 

the thantri received the gold-
en attire in front of  the sreeko-
vil. Deeparadhana was held af-

ter adorning the idol with the 
Anki. 

Tractor donated to TDB
the nagercoil municipal coun-
cil on Monday donated a trac-
tor to the tDB. the vehicle will 
be used to carry prasadam from 
manufacturing plants to distri-
bution counters. 

Cops foil gold smuggling 
bid at Karipur airport;  
19-year-old woman held
E x p r E s s  N E w s  s E r v i c E 
@Malappuram

the Karipur police have arrest-
ed a 19-year-old woman passen-
ger for attempting to smuggle 
1,884 grams of  gold worth `1 
crore through the Kozhikode 
airport. though the passenger 
-- Shahla, a native a Kasaragod 
-- managed to complete the cus-
toms inspection and came out 
of  the airport terminal, she 
was nabbed by the police, who 
were waiting outside the air-
port based on the tip-off  re-
ceived by district police chief  
sujith Das.

According to the police, she 
tried to fool the officers by con-
cealing the gold compound 
packets inside her inner gar-
ments. she arrived at 
the airport from Dubai 
by the iX 346 flight at 
10.20pm on sunday. 

“the police officers 
nabbed her outside the 
airport. Despite ques-
tioning for hours, she 
refused to admit that 
she was a gold carrier. 
the police then frisked 
her to recover the gold. the 
gold compound in three pack-
ets was concealed inside her in-
ner garments,” said sujith 
Das. 

According to the police, the 
19-year-old had intended to 
make easy money by smuggling 
the gold. she made the officials 
believe that she visited Dubai 
to attend an interview. the 
smuggling racket offered her 
`60,000 for being a part of  the 

smuggling attempt, the police 
said. “We will hand over a de-
tailed report of  the seizure to 
the customs department soon,” 
said sujith Das. 

the police have suc-
cessfully implemented 
a new model to nab 
gold smugglers and 
check gold smuggling 
attempts through the 
airport. “We have been 
implementing the sys-
tem at the airport since 
last March. in this 
short period, we could 

foil 87 gold smuggling at-
tempts,” sujith Das added.

recently, when state Police 
Chief  Anil Kant visited Malap-
puram, he appreciated the 
measures taken by the district 
police to curb gold smuggling 
through the Kozhikode airport. 
he had said the state might 
think of  adopting the Malap-
puram police’s model of  nab-
bing gold smugglers from air-
port premises.
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 Gokulam Kerala FC @GokulamKeralaFC
Malabarians part ways with Richard Towa Gokulam Kerala FC and Cameroonian Head Coach Richard 
Towa has mutually agreed to part ways. The Cameroonian coach took charge of Malabarians 2022-
23 campaign but has decided to discontinue his role at Gokulam.
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Thanka Anki being carried to the sreekovil  of Lord Ayyappa temple in Sabarimala for 
deeparadhana on Monday |  shaji vEttipuram

after the Kerala 
Film Chamber of 
Commerce asked 
us to change the 
title of the film, 
we approached 
the CBFC. The 
movie got the 

censor certificate 
after completing 

all procedures

Hemant G Nair, 
director

Eco-sensitive zones: Contradictory 
govt circulars add to farmers’ agony
Both have same file name, may create confusion among staff who are compiling report 

m a N o j  v i s w a N a t h a N  @ Kochi

the confusion regarding the 
eco-sensitive zone map pre-
pared by Kerala state remote 
sensing and environment Cen-
tre (KsreC) seems to be never-
ending. While farmers are 
scrambling to check the satel-
lite survey map and ensure that 
their buildings, located within 
one km distance from the forest 
boundary, have been included 
in the report, two circulars is-
sued by the local self-govern-
ment department (LsgD) with-
in a span of  five days are adding 
to the agony of  farmers. And 
the most intriguing fact is that 
both circulars have the same 
file number: no. 264/DC 1/2022/
LsgD (Part 3)  

the circular issued by ad-
ditional chief  secretary 
sarada Muraleedharan on 
December 17 says the LsgD 
has been entrusted with 
the work to collect infor-
mation regarding institu-
tions, houses and other 
buildings that have not 
been included in the re-
port prepared by KsreC 
based on satellite imag-

ing. the information regarding 
structures that have not been 
included in the KsreC report 
has to be submitted in the pre-
scribed pro forma by December 
23, says the report. the last date 
for submitting information was 
later extended to January 7.

however, chief  secretary V P 
Joy issued a circular on Decem-
ber 22, which said the LsgD 
has to prepare and submit a re-
port regarding any human hab-
itation or structure included in 
the buffer zone map in the 

prescribed pro forma before 
January 7. 

“the forest department has 
prepared the draft buffer zone 
map excluding human habita-
tions and structures within 1 
km from the forest boundary. 
still if  there is any human hab-
itation or structure located 
within the buffer zone it has to 
be brought to the notice of  the 
forest department. the LsgD 

staff  has to conduct field 
survey based on the in-

formation submitted 
by the public and 

share the report 
with the KsreC 
through mobile 

app. if  any human 
habitation or structure is 

included in the buffer zone 
map, the information has to be 
submitted in the prescribed pro 
forma to the forest department 
by January 7,” says the 
circular.

“the two circulars issued un-

der the same file name are con-
tradictory and create confusion 
among the LsgD staff  who are 
compiling the report. the gov-
ernment has to clarify whether 
the information on the struc-
tures that have been excluded 
from the KrseC report or that 
of  structures that are included 
in the report has to be submit-
ted,” said Kerala independent 
farmers Association (KifA) 
chairman Alex Ozhukayil.

“the LsgD staff  have been 
collecting information about 
structures that are excluded 
from KsreC map. What will 
happen to this report? Does 
that mean the government is 
not going to submit the infor-
mation on structures within 
the buffer zone to the supreme 
Court? the government should 
clarify which map and which 
data it is going to submit to the 
supreme Court and the Central 
empowered Committee,” he 
said.

The government should clarify which map and which data it 
is going to submit to the Supreme Court and the Central 
empowered Committee

Alex Ozhukayil, chairman, Kerala Independent Farmers Association 


