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Volunteers decide not to 
screen public for diseases 
until incentives released
EX P R ESS  N E WS  S E RV I C E  @ Thoothukudi

DEMANDING payment of  in-
centives that have been pend-
ing for several months, Women 
Health Volunteers (WHV) at-
tached to the Makkalai Thedi 
Maruthuvamanai scheme have 
resolved not to screen new pa-
tients from Monday onwards. 
Makkalai Thedi Maruthuva 
Uliyar Sangam members have 
submitted a petition to the Dis-
trict Collector in this regard, 
and said they will continue to 
deliver medicines to the pa-
tients already identified. 

Over 120 WHV check pres-
sure and sugar levels of  public 
in the district’s rural areas. 
They update the screening de-
tails on a dedicated mobile ap-
plication, and distribute medi-
cines for those requiring 
treatment. So far, they have 
screened over one lakh people, 
and are distributing medicines 
to around 30,000 of  them. As 
their salary of  ̀ 4,500 per month 
is too low, the State government 
had announced incentives of  
`2,000 for each volunteer early 
this year. 

The sangam members said in 
the petition that the State gov-
ernment had issued orders for 
providing incentives to the vol-
unteers in Thoothukudi by Sep-
tember. “However the funds 
have not been released yet. We 
were recruited by the authori-
ties for two hours of  work per 
day. But, we are being forced to 
work the whole day. One 
month’s salary is already pend-
ing and this work lacks job se-
curity,” the petition read.

The Sangam secretary, Kohi-
la, said the authorities initially 
asked them to screen 10 people 
daily, update their datum and 
deliver the medicines accord-
ing to their needs. “However, 
with the officials now giving us 
a target to screen a minimum 
of  50 persons and update all in-
formation daily, we are over-
burdened now. This work eats 
up our whole day and that too 
for a meagre wage of  ̀ 4,500 per 
month. The government had 
disbursed incentives to WHV 
in various parts of  the State 
since April,” Kohila said.

(For full report, visit www.
newindianexpress.com)

The Women Health Volunteers (WHV) of Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvamanai scheme at 
Thoothukudi collectorate on Monday |  EXPRESS

FINGERLINGS RELEASED 
INTO THAMIRABARANI 
EX P R ESS  N E WS  S E RV I C E  @ Thoothukudi

ON the occasion of  World Fish-
eries Day, MLA Udhayanidhi 
Stalin participated in a river 
ranching programme at Sri-
vaikuntam anaicut on Monday, 
in the presence of  fisheries and 
fishermen welfare minister 
Anitha R Radhakrishnan. 

He released over 2 lakh small 
and big carp fingerlings, such 
as fringe lipped carp and cal-
basu and Indian Major Carps 
(IMC) such as Rohu and Mrigal, 
into the Thamirabarani river. 

An official said the remain-
ing fingerlings will be released 

in other parts of  the river. The 
Chepakam-Thiruvellikeni leg-
islator distributed 40% subsi-
dised caged fishing equipment 
for eight fishermen and 40% 
subsidised fish-vendor vehicle 
to another fisher.

The river ranching pro-
gramme aims to prevent native 
carp fishes from extinction and 
to increase its population. 

The Union government has 
allocated `27 lakh under the 
National Fisheries Develop-
ment Board (NFDB) for 2021-22 
in order to stock fresh water 
fish at river Thamirabarani 
and Cauvery.

 Accordingly, funds were 
sanctioned to culture 10 lakh 
fingerlings, 7.5 lakh for Thami-
rabarani and 2.5 lakh for Cau-

very river.  The small finger-
l i n g s  we re  c u l t u re d  at 
Manimutharu government fish 
seed farm.

Library set up in harbour on World Fisheries Day 
EX P R ESS  N E WS  S E RV I C E  @ Thoothukudi

A library was opened at the 
fishing harbour in commemo-
ration of  slain fisherman activ-
ist Parthiban to mark the World 
Fisheries Day on Monday.  The 
library offers reading books on 
sea, fishing and sea trade. At 
Kallamozhi, Rev Fr William 
Santhanam, Parish Priest of  
Amalinagar released three 

b o o k s – ‘ M e e n u  M e e n u 
Salaimeenu’, with folklore of  
fishers written by the children; 
‘Meenavar kanavu meipada’ 
compiled by Fr Sagesh Santhi-
ya, and ‘Kalvi: Meenava Sa-
mooga Viduthalai’ penned by 
Fr. Sagesh Santhiya, who is the 
project director of  the fisher-
man association of Paduvai 
Nagar. A special prayer was or-
ganised at the Amalorpava 

matha church at the fishing 
harbour premises. Fr Jeyan-
than D Grace of  Amalorpava 
matha church conducted the 
prayers.

Fr XD Selvaraj made an ap-
peal to the fishermen to focus 
on their children’s education 
and to make them politically 
aware. “While the river side 
civilisation is widely spoken of, 
seaside civilisation has been ig-

nored. Fishermen lack political 
support and have been por-
trayed as protesters of  all the 
projects. The State decides on 
blue economy without consul-
tation with the fishermen, who 
are the major stakeholders,” he 
added. At Trespuram, Anna 
Sangukulu Tholilalar Sangam 
President Isakimuthu and ac-
tivist Fatima Babu distributed 
welfare aid.

DMK will oppose 
Centre’s schemes 
against fishers, 
says Udhayanidhi 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kanniyakumari

COASTAL Peace Development 
and fishermen associations cel-
ebrated the World Fisheries 
Day at Muttom on Monday. 
MLA Udhayanidhi Stalin was 
in attendance as the chief  guest 
and distributed welfare assist-
ance. Kottar RC Bishop Naza-
rene Soosai chaired the event. 
Speaking at the event, the MLA 
said the DMK government 
would oppose the anti-fisher-
men schemes of  the Centre. 
“The grievances given to me 
would be taken to the knowl-
edge of  the CM. The chief  min-
ister has taken measures for 
the safe return of  170 fisher-
men who are suffering outside 
India. Sea ambulance and other 
demands would be fulfilled,” he 
added. Minister Anitha R Rad-
hakrishnan, IT minister T 
Mano Thangaraj, MP Vijay 
Vasanth, District Collector M 
Arvind took part in the event.

Udhayanidhi releasing fingerlings into Thamirabarani 
river at Srivaikuntam on Monday |  EXPRESS

River ranching 
programme
The river ranching 
programme aims 
to prevent native 
carp fishes from 
extinction and  
to increase its 
population. The 
Union government 
has allocated `27 
lakh under the 
NFDB for 2021-22 
in order to stock 
fresh water  
fish at river 
Thamirabarani 
and Cauvery.

Ailing wild elephant dies without responding to treatment in Puliyangudi forest
Tenkasi: A 40-year-old ailing female elephant died in the Puliyangudi forest range on Monday. Foresters spotted 
some wild elephants trumpeting around an elephant lying on the ground near Vasudevanallur on Friday, and they 
alerted department officials.  An official team led by forest range officer Karthikeyan called in veterinarians and 
chased away the other elephants before attempting to treat the ailing elephant. Not responding to veterinarians’ 
efforts to feed it or make it stand, the animal died on Monday. District Forest Officer Murugan confirmed the death 
of the elephant. “The postmortem is over. Veterinarians suspect that the animal had developed severe infection in 
its stomach. However, we can confirm the cause of death only after we receive the postmortem report,” he added.

Mangalore blast: Assam youth grilled
Kanniyakumari: In connection with the Mangalore auto 
rickshaw blast, Kanniyakumari police held inquiry with 
an Assam youth on Monday. Police said 27-year-old, 
Rahman, was working in a fast food shop at Kottar in 
Nagercoil. Since he allegedly spoke with the blast 
suspect Mohammed Shariq over phone once, a team led 
by SP Hari Kiran Prasad have held inquiry with him. 

I, Mr.A.Gopalakrishnan (Aadhar Card No.7579 9525 3179) S/o.
Alwarpillai aged 83 years residing at 24/59, Keelakottaivasal 
street, Srivaikuntam, Srivaikuntam Taluk, Thoothukudi District 
do hereby inform to the General Public that I have lost the 
original land document pertaining to my property registered 
in document No.1134/1984 dated 26.04.1984 registered at  
Melapalayam sub Registrar office. If anyone finds the said 
document please contact me over phone No.97504 94212  
or at the following residential address.
Mr.A.Gopalakrishnan, S/o.Alwar pillai, 24/59, Keelakottaivasal st

Srivaikuntam, Srivaikuntam Taluk, Thoothukudi District.

Original Land /property Document lost

Shakila Banu (Aadhar No. 5668 7429 2741) W/o Late 
Ahamed Kani About 57 years, residing at No. 7, 
Sivaloganathar Street, Palayamkottai, Tirunelveli, 
do hereby inform to the General Public that I have 
lost my original land Document pertaining to my 
property registered in Document No. 2489/14 
register at Gangaikondan Sub Register Office 
Tirunelveli and another one property registered 
in Document No. 2405/2008. Sub register Officer 
Gangaikondan if any one finds the said documents 
please contact me over Phone No 8778225465 
or at the following residential address No. 7,  
Sivaloganathar Street, Palayamkottai, Tirunelveli.

Shakila Banu, 
W/o Late. Ahamed Kani, No.7, Sivaloganathar 

Street, Palayamkottai, Tirunelveli - 627002

Original Land /property Document lost


