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CM inaugurates ‘Kankaria Carnival –
2022’ at Heritage City Ahmedabad

Ahmedaad, ujarat Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra
Patel inaugurated of ‘Kankaria
Carnival-2022’ from
Ahmedabad. He said that the
then Chief Minister and current
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has set an outstanding
example of good governance
by changing the look of
Kankaria and developing
citizen centric services in
Ahmedabad. As a result of Mr.
Narendra Modi‘s visionary
planning, today this lakefront
has become a popular
recreation spot. 

CM said that, Ahmedabad
has many memories related to
the freedom struggle. Gandhiji

established ashrams here,
Dandi Kuch started from
Ahmedabad, Bapu managed
many important activities from
Ahmedabad itself. 

A symbol of good
governance, the beautiful Atal
Bridge is enhancing the beauty
of Ahmedabad. The theme of
‘Gandhi Bridge to Atal Bridge’
is very fitting for the launch of
the Kankaria Carnival. Not only
this, the programs under this
theme will highlight the proud
history of Ahmedabad. 

This festival is being
organized after two years, so
the enthusiasm of the people
is doubled. This time too,
cultural programs, folk dances,

dances, laser beam show,
yoga-aerobics, l ive
characters, food festival,
horse show and dog show by
Gujarat police, besides

adventure activities for young
children have been organized
in the carnival. Along with
this, Kankaria’s kids city,
toytrain, zoo, aquarium, etc.

can be enjoyed by
the citizens and blood
donation camps have been
organized on all seven days of
the carnival.

Health Minister Shri
Rishikesh Patel

regarding the current
situation of Corona

A review meeting was
held today at Gandhinagar
Swarnim Complex-1
regarding the current
situation of Corona under the
chairmanship of Health
Minister Shri Rishikesh Patel.
In this meeting with the top
off icials of the health
department, instructions
were given from the health
minister Shri to prepare all
arrangements as a
precautionary measure to
protect against corona in the
state.“Health Minister Mr.
Rishikesh Patel reviewed in
detai l al l  arrangements
related to corona including
avai labi l i ty of beds,
ventilators and oxygen tank
arrangements, adequate
quantity of medicine in PHC,
CHC, civil hospital of the
state. Instructions for
mandatory corona testing and
testing of foreign tourists
were also given by the Health
Minister Shri. As a result of
the best Corona vaccination
in the state, Gujarat is now
against Corona“It is safe. At
present, 2 to 3 small cases
of corona are being seen in
the state every day.

It is worth mentioning
here that the state health
system has been adopting a
pro-active attitude in the fight
against Corona. Even today
around 8 to 10 thousand
corona tests are done in the
state every day. A meeting
was held today to sensitize
health officials, hospitals as
part of pre-caution.“A video
conference was also held by
the top officials of the health
system with the
superintendent of the state
civi l  hospital and other
medical officers. All these
officers were sensitized to
take precautionary measures
of security system against
Corona.

Rajkot Civil Hospital
blood bank provides blood not
only to thalassemia patients
but also to 12 different
departments including
emergency, gynaec, pediatric,
super specialty, skin, urology.
Apart from this, blood is made
available by Rajkot Civil Blood
Bank at BSU (Blood Storage
Unit) centers like Kuwadwa,
Jetpur, Gondal, Upaleta
etc.“27,364 bottles in 2020,
24,411 in 2021 and 28,582
bottles in 2022, 80,358 bottles
of blood have been provided
in last three years by blood
bank. Since 2018 till now,
36,342 bottles of blood have
been provided free of charge
to thalassemia patients and the
patients are being continuously
given new life.“A special

Functioning of Rajkot Civil Blood Bank

Civil blood bank providing more than 80
thousand bottles of blood in last three years

laboratory is functioning at
Rajkot Civil Blood Bank. Where
various tests are done on
patients. A special
arrangement is kept for the
donors who come to donate
blood at the blood bank. It has
a blood storage capacity of

more than 1200 bottles. Also
advanced machines are
available to extract blood
components.“On this occasion
Dr. Dalsania makes a special
appeal to people to donate
blood and says that there is a
huge need for blood.

An era of peace in North East since 2014, 80% decline in
civilian deaths, 6000 militants surrendered; Shri Thakur

AFSPA rolled back from many areas, peace accords signed: Minister
The policy focus of

Government of India is ‘Zero
Tolerance Against Terrorism’,
Union Minister Shri Anurag
Thakur said today. In a
detailed statement to the
media at his residence, on the
efforts of the Government to
counter terrorism, Shri Thakur
said that while Government
has worked on the legal front
by strengthening UAPA, at the
same time it has also taken
steps at the enforcement level
by giving National
Investigation Agency a truly
federal structure by
introducing National
Investigation Agency
(Amendment) Act and the
collective effect of these
measures has been a
weakening of the ecosystem
of terrorism. Highlighting that
India has raised its concerns
at the highest global levels, he
said that in international
conferences and meetings,
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has always pressed the
world to unite against terror.
The 90th Interpol General
Assembly witnessed a
participation of over 2000
foreign delegates and
culminated in the
announcement of ‘Global
Action Against Act of
Terrorism’, he added. “The
Governments resolve against
terror has been displayed time
and again from Surgical Strike
to Balakot Strike. The action
by our armed forces has
caused a significant  drop in
terrorist incidents in Jammu
and Kashmir. Similarly, we
have achieved a 94%
conviction rate in terror
financing cases” Shri Thakur
said. The Minister spoke at
length about the efforts of the
Government towards creating
an atmosphere of peace in
North East and said that an
era of peace has dawned in
North Eastern region of India
since 2014 when insurgency
violence has seen a sharp
decline of 80 percent and
civilian deaths have seen an
89 percent drop. Added to this

is the achievement of
surrender by six thousand
militants since 2014, he
underlined.

The Government is
committed to go beyond
armed action to counter
terrorism and has worked to
create an atmosphere of
lasting peace across the
region. These peace treatises
are a legacy of the
achievements of the
Government. Underlining this
aspect, Shri Thakur listed the
peace agreements signed by
the Government

Bodo Accord in January
2020,

Bru-Reang Agreement in
January 2020,

NLFT-Tripura Agreement
in August 2019,

Karbi Anglong Agreement
Sept 2021,

Assam-Meghalaya Inter
State Boundary Agreement in
March 2022. Speaking on the
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act, the Minister said that
AFSPA roll back has been only

a matter of discussion all this
while but the Government
rolled it back from a large part
of North East including the
whole of Tripura and
Meghalaya. It remains in force
in only 3 districts of Arunachal
Pradesh, 60 percent of Assam
is free of AFSPA, 15 police
stations under 6 districts have
been taken out of the category
of Disturbed Area, Disturbed
Area notification has been
removed from 15 police

stations in 7 districts, the
Minister informed the media.

The Minister also delved
into the rescue operations run
by the Government over the
years. Highlighting that
rescuing Indian lives in distress
are of a paramount concern
for the Government and the
country has been on the fore
front of running rescue
operations across the world,
Shri Thakur l isted the
achievements.

Employment Opportunities to Unemployed
Youth in Jammu and Kashmir

The data on Employment
and Unemployment is collected
through Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) conducted by
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) since 2017-18. The
survey period is July to June
of next year. As per the latest
available Annual PLFS reports,
the estimated Unemployment
Rate (UR) on usual status in
Jammu & Kashmir was
6.7%and 5.9% during 2019-
20 and 2020-21, respectively,
which shows that the
unemployment rate in Jammu
& Kashmir has declined.

Employment generation
coupled with improving
employability is the priority of
the Government. Accordingly,
the Government of India has
taken various steps for
generating employment in the
country. The Government of
India has announced
Aatmanirbhar Bharat package
to provide stimulus to business
and to mitigate the adverse
impact of Covid 19. Under this
package, the Government is
providing fiscal stimulus of
more than Rupees Twenty
Seven lakh crore. This
package comprises of various
long term schemes/
programmes/ policies for
making the country self-reliant
and to create employment
opportunities.

The Aatmanirbhar Bharat
RojgarYojana (ABRY) was
launched with effect from 1st
October, 2020 to incentivize
employers for creation of new
employment and restoration of

loss of employment during
Covid-19 pandemic. The
terminal date for registration
of beneficiaries was
31.03.2022. Since inception
of the scheme, ti l l
28.11.2022, benefits of Rs.
7855.07 Crore have been
provided to 60.13 lakhs
beneficiaries under the
scheme. In Jammu & Kashmir,
benefits of Rs. 35.39 Crore
have been provided to 19.34
thousands beneficiaries under
the scheme till 28.11.2022.

Government is
implementing Prime Minister
Street Vendor’s Atma Nirbhar
Nidhi (PM SVANidhi Scheme)
since June 01, 2020 to
facil itate collateral free
working capital loan to street
vendors to restart their
businesses, which were
adversely impacted during the
Covid-19 pandemic. As on
02.12.2022, 37.68 lakh loans
amounting to Rs.4,378 Crore
have been disbursed under
the scheme. In Jammu &
Kashmir, 17.95 thousands
loans have been disbursed
under the scheme as on
02.12.2022. The Government
of India is encouraging various
projects involving substantial
investment and public
expenditure on schemes like
Prime Minister’s Employment
Generation Programme
(PMEGP), Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY)
and Deen Dayal Antodaya

Yojana-National Urban
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NULM)etc. for employment
generation. Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana (PMMY) was
launched by the Government
for facil itating self-
employment. Under PMMY,
collateral free loans uptoRs.
10 lakh, are extended to
micro/small business
enterprises and to individuals
to enable them to setup or
expand their business
activities. Upto 25.11.2022, an
amount of Rs 15.56 lakh crore
was disbursed in 37.76 crore
loan accounts sanctioned
under the scheme. In Jammu
& Kashmir, an amount of Rs.
4,209.69 crore was disbursed
in 1.89 lakh loan accounts
sanctioned during 2022-23 (till
25.11.2022) under the
scheme. The Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
schemes is being
implemented by the
Government with an outlay of
Rs. 1.97 lakh crore, for a
period of 5 years starting from
2021-22 which have potential
for creating 60 lakh new jobs.

All these initiatives are
expected to collectively
generate employment in the
medium to long term through
multiplier-effects. PM Gati
Shakti is a transformative
approach for economic growth
and sustainable development.
The approach is driven by
seven engines, namely,
Roads, Railways, Airports,
Ports, Mass Transport,
Waterways and Logistics
Infrastructure.

Ministry of Education organizes one-day Consultation Workshop on
Reimagining Vocational Education and Career Guidance for School Students

Secretary, Department of
School Education and Literacy,
Shri Sanjay Kumar, chaired the
consultation workshop and
two roundtable interactions
with Ministry of Skil l
Development and
Entrepreneurship, Directorate
General of Training (ITI),
PSSCIVE,Bhopal, NCERT,
CBSE, NCVET,AICTE etc. The
workshop and roundtable
interaction were also attended
by various experts from PwC,
YuWaah, Civi l Society
organizations, state education
department, practitioners and
organisations working in the
fields of vocational education
and career counsell ing,
corporates and current and
passed out students.  During
the keynote address,
Secretary, Department of
School Education and Literacy,
Shri Sanjay Kumar, pointed out
that India needs to catch up
with other countries in terms
of skilling the workforce
through formal vocational
training during the student
years. NEP 2020 has identified
such issues and has suggested

remedial measures, he added.
Shri Kumar pointed out that as
per NEP, 2020 Vocational
Education needs to be
integrated into all schools and
higher education institutions in
a phased manner over the
next decade. Trades and
Courses shall be chosen based
on skills gap analysis and
mapping of local opportunities
to make it demand driven.
Concerted efforts from all
stakeholders will be required
to de-stigmatizeVocational
Education and make it
aspirational.  The National
Credit Framework, currently
under finalization by the
Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship will also
eliminate traditional
hierarchies and silos between
different areas of learning. It
will help in removing complex
separations between arts and
sciences, between curricular
and extra-curricular activities,
between vocational and
academic streams, etc. By
providing credits for
academic, extra-curricular
and experiential learning,

NCrF will help dropouts from
the formal education system
to get reintegrated by aligning
their practical experience with
the appropriate Framework
level. The consultations were
also addressed by Ms.
Dhuwarakha Sriram Chief of
Generation Unlimited
(YuWaah), Youth Development
and Partnerships and Mr. Terry
Durian, Chief of Education,
UNICEF.  Various ideas related
to reimagining, reinventing
vocational education modules
etc. were discussed at length.
Importance of life skills – both
vertical and horizontal,
aspirational disconnect and
information asymmetry in
uptake of vocational education
school,giving a gender
perspective to vocational
education, etc were also focus
of these discussions.In the light
of newly launched National
Education Policy, 2020 the aim
should be to empower
students with skills such as
cloud computing, artificial
intelligence, machine learning,
data analytics, robotic process
automation, cybersecurity, etc.

Vadodara student Arya Anthony’s
photo got selected in

Astrophotography contest
Arya Anthony a

Mechanical student from
Vadodara brings laurels to
the city and India as his photo
got selected in the
Astrophotography contest
conducted by OAE-Office for
Astronomy and Education
which works under the
umbrella organisation IAU-
International Astronomical
Union. He is the only Indian
participated in the contest.

Currently a third year
Mechanical Engineering
student studying in Manipal
Institute of Technology,
Udupi,  Karnataka, his
interest in Astronomy since
childhood and fascination for
the night sky makes him
part ic ipated in the
Astrophotography contest
conducted by OAE-Office for
Astronomy and Education
which works under the
umbrella organisation IAU-
International Astronomical
Union. IAU has 12000 active
members in more than 100
countries with a mission to
promote Astronomy in all
aspects including research,
communication, education
and development through

OAE centres. Around 31
countries had participated in
this contest and Arya is the
only Indian participant whose
photo “Big Dipper” got
selected in the category:
Naked Eye Astronomy of
Stars and was published in
their website on 15th
December, 2022. Big Dipper
is a part of a larger
constellation of Ursa Major
or Great Bearand makes up
the 7 brightest stars of the
constellation. He is the only
Indian participated in the
contest. Currently a third
year Mechanical Engineering
student studying in Manipal
Institute of Technology,
Udupi,  Karnataka, his
interest in Astronomy since
childhood and fascination.


