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(EAST GODAVARI DISTRICT)

HOME Minister Taneti Vanitha
praised Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy for introducing vol-
unteer and secretariat system unlike
any other State in the country and
providing good governance to
every household.

On Wednesday, she attended as
the chief guest at the pension dis-
tribution programme organised as
part of pension enhancement week
celebrations at Sanskrit School in
Kovvur town.

Addressing the participants, the
Minister stated that the CM has
kept the promise given in the man-
ifesto and during padayatra to in-
crease the pension gradually and
welfare schemes are being imple-
mented as per eligibility criteria. “In
the past, elderly and disabled people
used to wait for hours in queue for
pension. After Jagan came to power,
beneficiaries are getting pension at
their doorstep early in the morning
on the first of every month even if
it is a holiday,” she added.

A total of 2,39,491 pension ben-

eficiaries have been given a benefit
of Rs 66,00,04,750 since January
2023 in East Godavari district.
Vanitha said that despite all the dif-
ficulties faced by the State govern-
ment in terms of finances, the wel-

fare schemes are being imple-
mented without interruption. 

Minister Vanitha distributed
pensions to the beneficiaries. ZP
vice-chairperson P Srilekha, former
MLC Koduri Sivarama Krishna,

Agricultural Marketing Committee
chairman V Gangadhara Srinivas,
DRDA PD Subhashini, municipal
chairperson Bavana Ratna Kumari,
MPDOs K Prasanna Kumar, B Ram
Prasad, Rajasekhar participated.

HANS NEWS SERVICE
KAKINADA

DISTRICT Collector Krithika
Shukla ordered the officials for
strict implementation of ban on
cockfights and other gambling
sports on the occasion of Sankranti
festival.

She held a review meeting with
police, revenue, veterinary, pan-
chayat and transport officials at the
Collectorate here on Wednesday. 

The Collector informed that the
High Court issued orders for ban-
ning cockfights during the
Sankranti season. She wanted tra-
ditional rural sports to be moti-
vated and encouraged and in-
structed the officials to create
awareness among the people to cel-
ebrate Sankranti festival in a tradi-
tional joyful manner.

Krithika warned the organisers
of stringent action if they conduct
cockfights. She wanted to constitute
committees and monitor the situa-
tion. She advised them to utilise
propaganda material against cock-
fights such as posters, banners in
the district. She also wanted them
to propagate the rules regarding the
action to be taken against cock-
fights. She stated that action will be

taken against the owners of agri-
culture fields or private lands where
cockfights will be held. 

The Collector suggested provid-
ing an alternative by holding com-
petitions pertaining to rangoli, vol-
leyball and other traditional games.
She also asked them to create an
awareness regarding the traditional
games. The officials were instructed
to strictly follow High Court orders
in toto. She instructed them to set
up check-posts near the borders of
the districts and prevent the people
with any intention to indulge in

cockfights. The officials further di-
rected to stop people coming from
other districts carrying bags of
money along with them for partic-
ipating in the cockfights. She
wanted the officials to hold meet-
ings at division and mandal levels
and take necessary steps for pre-
venting cockfights as well as gam-
bling games. 

She also wanted a comprehensive
report regarding the supervision,
action and allied disciplinary action
taken against those who are respon-
sible for cockfights.

Home Minister Taneti Vanitha speaking at the pension enhancement week celebrations in Kovvur on Wednesday

AP pension distribution system
unique: Minister Vanitha

District Collector Krithika Shukla addressing the officials at a meeting at the
Collectorate in Kakinada on Wednesday

Strictly implement ban on
cockfights: Collector Shukla

DRM Shivendra Mohan handing over PPO to a beneficiary at a programme at Railway Auditorium in
Vijayawada on Wednesday

PPOs presented to
101 secondary family

pensioners
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VIJAYAWADA (NTR DISTRICT)

THE Vijayawada Division of South-Central
Railway organised secondary family pen-
sion-mega pension payment order (PPO)
mela at Railway Auditorium here on
Wednesday to distribute PPOs of secondary
family pension to the unmarried, widow, di-
vorced daughters, mentally and physically
disabled wards of the deceased railway em-
ployees in the past two years.

Divisional Railway Manager Shivendra
Mohan was the chief guest while ADRM D
Srinivasa Rao and CPO P Kishore Babu were
guests of honour.

Addressing the media, Shivendra Mohan
stated that it is a landmark day in the history
of Vijayawada Division where 101 PPOs are
being handed over to genuine and eligible
secondary family pensioners of the deceased
railway employees of the Division at one go.
He said the world was reeling under Covid
pandemic for the past two years, which in-
evitably led to rise in pending cases, numer-
ous representations from family members
of the deceased Railway employees. He
thanked the officials of Accounts and Per-

sonnel Department in Headquarters for is-
suing a joint procedure order and simplify-
ing the procedure to establish the veracity
and eligibility of the credentials submitted
by the beneficiaries for availing PPOs.

ADRM D Srinivasa Rao said that Vi-
jayawada Division always led by example in
serving its employees and family members
with dedicated efforts.

CPO P Kishore Babu stated that once a
railway man is always a railway man. He
also said that hard work and commitment
of the employees will never go in vain and
shall be bestowed back to their family mem-
bers in the form of pension during their
troubled times.

Later, Shivendra Mohan distributed sec-
ondary family pension PPOs to 101 eligible
dependents. Out of 101 secondary family
pensioners, 53 were unmarried daughters,
two Divyang Jan wards, 32 widowed daugh-
ters and 13 were divorced daughters.

Railway officials P Chandrasekhar Babu,
Sk Shahabaaz Hanoorh, B Saila Sudhakar, P
Manikyala Rao, K Srinivas, other officers
and staff. Representatives of Pensioner As-
sociation, Vijayawada also participated in
the event.

People’s affection made CM tour 
a success: MP Bharat
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YSRCP Parliamentary Chief
Whip and Rajahmundry MP
Margani Bharat Ram said that
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy's roadshow and public
meeting in Rajahmundry on
Tuesday were successful because
of the love and support of the
people of East Godavari district.
Addressing a press conference
at his office here on Wednesday,

he said that the CM’s popularity
is the reason for the unprece-
dented success of this tour. More
than one lakh people came from
all over the district, he added. 

The MP said that there is no
other State in the country that
provides pensions to large num-
ber of people. ‘That is why peo-
ple voluntarily participated in
pension hike week celebrations
and supported the CM’. He said
that the weekly celebrations of
the pension hike are being held
in a festive atmosphere across
the State.

Jagan, KCR hatched conspiracy
to weaken Bandi, says Kanna

He also fires salvo at Somu Veerraju
HANS NEWS SERVICE

GUNTUR

BJP national executive committee member
Kanna Lakshminarayana alleged that Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy and Telan-
gana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao
hatched a conspiracy to weaken Jana Sena
and BJP by encouraging AP leaders to join the
BRS. Their motive is to weaken BJP’s Bandi
Sanjay besides Pawan Kalyan at the same
time. Alleging that they motivated Kapu lead-
ers to shift their loyalty to BRS, the BJP leader
extended his cooperation and support to Jana
Sena Party chief Pawan Kalyan.  

Speaking to the media at his residence here

on Wednesday, BJP leader Kanna Lakshmi-
narayana said that while he was working as
the party State president, he helped several
leaders join the BJP. He further said that Somu
Veerraju changed several party district presi-
dents without discussing it in the party core
committee meeting. He said Veerraju did not
discuss with him about changing party dis-
trict presidents. The latter is discussing the
party matters in the party core committee
meeting. “Rajya Sabha member GVL
Narasimha Rao's thinking is different. I have
seen GVL Narasimha Rao's attitude on the
State capital Amaravati issue and other mat-
ters,” he said. Lakshminarayana questioned
Somu Veerraju on his relative joining the BRS.

CPI leaders burning the copies of government orders in Rajamahendravaram on Wednesday

CPI stages protest over
ban on roadshows
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CPI National Executive committee member
Akkineni Vanaja said that Chief Minister YS Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy has brought hidden GOs and
undisclosed restrictions in the State and putting
shackles on democracy. She vehemently
protested the government's ban on rallies, road-
shows and public meetings. On Wednesday af-
ternoon, a procession was organised from CPI
office to Tadithota Junction under the auspices
of CPI district committee.

CPI leaders and activists staged a protest with
their hands handcuffed. After that, copies of
the government orders imposing restrictions

on political demonstrations and gatherings
were burnt.

Speaking on this occasion, Vanaja accused
Jagan of insulting the Constitution. ‘Andhra
Pradesh rulers are adopting undemocratic poli-
cies.’ She said that it is strange that Jagan Mohan
Reddy, who had marched all over the State when
he was Opposition leader, is now barring others
from doing so. She asked why they should not
fight on public issues. She called upon all the
democrats to fight against the immoral and un-
democratic orders of the government.

CPI district secretary Tatipaka Madhu, assis-
tant secretary K Rambabu, district executive
committee members V Kondala Rao, A Satya-
narayana, Sappa Ramana and others partici-
pated in the protest.

Cyclone-hit tobacco farmers to get relief
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GUNTUR

TOBACCO Board Executive
Director A Sridhar Babu in-
formed that Mandous Cyclone
had affected tobacco crop in
26,197 hectares in southern re-
gion of AP and necessitated the
farmers to go for replantation.
Addressing the media at To-
bacco Board office here on
Wednesday, he said that consid-
ering the plight of tobacco farm-

ers, the Government of India
approved to extend an interest-
free loan of Rs 10,000 to each
tobacco grower. Sridhar Babu
said financial assistance in the
form of interest-free loans will
be a great immediate relief to
the farmers in distress. He said
out of 53,500 hectares in south-
ern region of AP, crop was af-
fected in 26,197 hectares. To-
bacco exports during 2021-22
were 2.25 lakh MTs worth Rs
6,880.21 crore, he added.


