
M U S K A N  K H U L L A R

W
ASHING our feet 
with cold water 
a n d  c l i m b i n g 
down the stairs to 
enter Punjab’s re-
ligious and archi-
tectural marvel, 

the Golden Temple, instantly 
puts one at ease. They say that 
the gold-doused shrine makes 
time stand still, emanates 
peace and brings mindfulness. 
And we could sense that as we 
sat across the holy sarovar for 
over an hour, despite the 
scorching heat.

Amritsar, one of  Punjab’s 
most loved cities, replicates this 
serene experience with each of  
its offerings whether it’s with 
tourist charms like the Indian 
Academy of  Fine Arts, or its 
ghee-laden kulchas and poori 
choley. At the heart of  each of  
these experiences lies impec-
cable hospitality and a delecta-
ble gastronomical scene. Tak-
ing cue, Le Méridien Amritsar 
marked its debut in the city 
very recently with 147 keys, 
and we decided to check it out.

Going by its motto, Savour 
The Good Times, the upscale 
international hotel, attempts 
to blend its European accents 
into the traditional contours 
of  the city. The property is  
located within 1.5 km of  the 
international airport and is 
surrounded by lush green 
fields with graceful sunrise 
and sunsets in the backdrop, 
like the ones you only witness 
in films.

We, however, missed expe-
riencing the warm Amritsar 
morning and instead traded 
that for a morning nap in our 
Junior Suite followed by a 
hearty lunch at their multi-
cuisine restaurant, Le Grand 
Café, on Day 1. The chef  spared 
us the trouble of  stepping out-
side and taste delicacies that 
the city is known for by suc-
cessfully curating the in-house 
experience with authentic 
dishes like Bun Tikki Chaat, 
Sarson Mahi Tikka, Soya 
Chaap and Methi Butta Kebab. 
After sampling appetisers that 
could easily pass as the main 
course, we tried the one combi-

nation that got us to the city in 
the first place — Dal Makhani 
and Aloo Kulcha served with 
onion slivers and green chil-
lies. While the former offered a 
burst of  flavours with a perfect 
balance of  spicy and savoury, 
the latter was a culinary de-
light and we did not hesitate 
to ask for seconds. Although 
we wanted to nap after this 
wholesome lunch, we had to 
keep our josh and spirits high 
for our outing to the Attari-
Wagah Border.

When visiting Amritsar, 
this is an experience you do 
not want to miss. Picture this 
— close to 300 Indians, all 
cramped up in one stadium, 
singing patriotic songs till 

their lungs give out and cheer-
ing nonstop throughout the 
parade. It feels surreal. Unfor-
tunately for us, the experience 
was cut short as it started to 
rain, which by Amritsar stand-
ards only meant one thing, it 
was time for some hot chai and 
snacking on the side.

Le Méridien Amritsar 
boasts a space, Latitude, that 
serves as a coffee house by day 
and transitions into a sophis-
ticated cocktail bar by night. 

Here, in the evening, you can 
sample Petit Plates, portioned 
snacks paired with coffee, tea 
and even mocktails. We sug-
gest you try the Spinach and 
Goat Cheese Spanakopita, Saf-
fron and Jalapeño Arancini 
Cheese Balls and Chicken Tik-
ka Tartlet.

Still full from lunch and then 
snacking, we decided to skip 
dinner and took an early start 
the next day. After the proper-
ty’s signature breakfast buffet, 

we headed to the Jallianwala 
Bagh, a living testimony of   
the Indian Independence strug-
gle. We then paid our respects 
at the Golden Temple, which 
is located within the same 
vicinity as the historic gar-
den. There are also multiple 
shops and complexes around 
this area where you can shop 
for Punjabi jutti, hand em-
broidered phulkari dupattas 
and also the city’s beloved pa-
pad and wadiyan. Later, we 

visited The Partition Museum, 
which preserves memorabilia 
and documents from the India-
Pakistan partition and it is def-
initely a must-visit. Our tour 
ended with a small pit stop  
at SG Thakur Singh Art 
Gallery.

We headed back to the prop-
erty for lunch at Asian Bistro, 
a Pan-Asian restaurant that de-
buts teppanyaki in the city. 
While the space offers robust 
delicacies ranging from Pen-
ang Curry with Jasmine Rice, 
Golden Garlic Asian Green 
Dumplings with Water Chest-
nut to Pad Thai Noodles, it is 
the hand-drawn wall art and 
the overall design aesthetic 
that stands out. 

One thing we particularly re-
member is the multi-coloured 
horse, placed right at the en-
trance and how beautifully it 
symbolises the triumphant, 
confident yet noble and spirit-
ed elements of  this city. 
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India’s first-ever outdoor museum, 
Shaheedi Park, has been inaugurated in 
Delhi by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
and Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena

The Barnes’ Court in Shimla, which houses 
the Governor’s House, has been formally 
dedicated to the public by Governor Shiv 
Pratap Shukla

AVIATION watchdog Directo-
rate General of  Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) said recently that In-
dia’s domestic air passenger 
traffic volume surged around 
25 per cent so far this year as 
compared to last year.

According to data released 
by the DGCA, the number of  
passengers carried by domes-
tic airlines from January to 
July this year stood at 881.94 

lakh as against 669.54 lakh dur-
ing the corresponding period 
of  the previous year, register-
ing annual growth of  31.72 per 
cent and monthly growth of  
24.68 per cent. 

The data showed that during 
July 2023, a total of  349 passen-
ger-related complaints were re-
ceived by the scheduled domes-
tic airlines. The number of  
complaints per 10,000 passen-
gers carried for the month of  
July 2023 was 0.29 per cent. The 
major reasons for complaints 
were flight problems. Airlines 
have received a total of  349 
complaints, out of  which 341 

have been addressed, the data 
said. Notably, from January to 
July this year, budget airline 
IndiGo secured 59 per cent mar-
ket share by flying 519.91 lakh 
passengers, while Tata Group 
owned Air India carried 81.37 
lakh passengers, with a market 
share of  9.2 per cent.

Vistara, a joint venture be-
tween Tata Sons and Singapore 
Airlines, flew 76.55 lakh pas-
sengers, securing an 8.7 per 
cent market share. 

AirAsia India, now known as 
AIX Connect, carried 66.79 lakh 
passengers, making up 7.6 per 
cent of  the total traffic, the data 

stated. Asaka Air, which 
marked its one-year anniver-
sary on the seventh of  the 

month, flew 35.22 lakh passen-
gers and claimed a five per cent 
market  share,  the  data 
showed. 

SpiceJet transported 51.20 
lakh passengers from January 
to July this year, capturing 5.8 
per cent of  the market. Impres-
sively, SpiceJet achieved the 
highest load factor at 88.9 per 
cent in July, compared to June. 
IndiGo also excelled in punctu-
ality, with 86.8 per cent of  its 
flights departing or arriving 
on time at major airports such 
as Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, 
and Hyderabad.

Agency

 Latest data from DGCA reveals  
that IndiGo holds the lion’s 
share in market share by flying 
5.19 crore passengers

TRAVEL  DIARY

HORN OK, 
AMRITSAR!

TAJ MAHAL: MOST INSTAGRAMMED SITE
The Taj Mahal has been voted as the ‘Most Instagrammed Cultural 
Heritage site in the World’. In a recent hashtag study, the ‘Monument 
of Love’ received 2.39 mn hashtags and beat the Palace of Versailles 
in France. The 3rd, 4th and 5th places were occupied by the Statue of 
Liberty in the US, Machu Picchu (Peru) & Petra (Jordan).

We take you to the land of big trucks, giant 
lassis and tandoori kulchas; only this time, 
we indulge in the decadent luxury of the 
newly launched Le Méridien Amritsar, even as 
we carve out some time to experience the 
city’s culture first-hand…

Art installation at the entrance of the hotel

Main lobby

The poolside

Le Grand Café

Petit plates at Latitude

Domestic air pax traffic volume grows around 25% in 2023

In the January-July period, IndiGo 
carried 519.91 lakh passengers and 
secured 59 per cent market share, and 
Air  India carried 81.37 lakh passengers

NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN

BENJAMIN DISRAELI

BEFORE THE DEBTS RECOVERY 
TRIBUNAL AT COIMBATORE

T.A.No. 751 OF 2019
M/s.Syndicate Bank,
(Now Canara Bank),
Door No.115-A, MCS Building, 
1st Floor, Longely Road, 
Shevapet, Salem-636 002.   

... Applicant Bank
-Vs-

1. M/s. Senthil Aandavar Traders, 
Rep. by its Partner R.Babu, 
D.No.70, Longley Road, 
Shevapet, Salem-636 002.

2. R.Babu, S/o. Raju, 
 D.No.18 Velusamy Street, 

Arisipalayam, Salem-636 009.
3. R.Rajesh Kannan, 
 S/o.Ramasamy, 
 D.No.246, Thammannan Road, 

Arisipalayam, Salem-639 009.
4.  G.Madheswarar, 
 S/o.Gopala Chettiyar, 
 D.No.178 Narasimman Road, 

Shevapet, Salem-639 002.
 ..Defendants

NOTICE TO DEFENDANTS  
1 TO 2 DEFENDANTS

The above named the applicant bank 
had filed an original application 
under section 19 RDDBFI Act, 1993 
before the above said Tribunal for 
recovery of money and the said 
case is taken on file and number 
as T.A.No.751 of 2019. The said 
case posted on 13.09.2023 for 
your Appearance at 11.00 A.M. At 
above mentioned date in person or 
through pleader. Failing which the 
above said case will be decided in 
your absence.

// By Court Order //

D.Senthil Kumar, B.A., B.L.,
Advocate,

No.16/79, Cheran Towers, 
Ground Floor, Arts College Road, 

Coimbatore - 18.

  INDIAN BANK JEWEL AUCTION 
NOTICEZONAL OFFICE, DHARMAPURI

Authorised Officer, Indian Bank

The following persons who have availed loans against pledge of gold ornaments have not repaid the amount in spite of our demand notices. Therefore, 
please take notice that if the principal / interest and other charges are not paid, the pledged ornaments will be publicly auctioned on the below mentioned 
date at 4.00 Pm in the Bank’s premises subject to rules and regulations of the Bank. The Bank reserves the rights to cancel / postpone the auction to any 
other convenient date without further notice and assigning reasons thereof.

S. 
No

Ac No  Name and Address
Limit 

sanctioned
Date of 

Sanction
Gross weight

(gms)

Branch Name : ELAKKIAMPATTI                         DATE OF AUCTION:  22/08/2023

1 6931667428 Sridharan  - 3/319 I MULLAI NAGAR Thadangam SAVULUPATI Dharmapuri 36000 05/10/2020 12.7

2 6944058160 GANDHIMATHI - 1/95  MOLAGANUR NAICKENKOTTAI   DHARMAPURI                          50000 05/11/2020 15.8

3 6950762226 GANDHIMATHI - 1/95  MOLAGANUR NAICKENKOTTAI   DHARMAPURI                          24000 21/11/2020 8

4 6951578102 Sivakumar Na - 1/33 Ungaranhalli UNGARANHALLI Dharmapuri 525000 23/11/2020 164.5

5 6951584274 Sivakumar Na - 1/33 Ungaranhalli UNGARANHALLI Dharmapuri 432000 23/11/2020 134.1

6 7065237560 Rajammal A - 3/68 Savulupatti Thadangam Dharmapuri 115000 18/08/2021 39.9

Branch Name : MORAPPUR                           DATE OF AUCTION:  22/08/2023

1 7134417921 M  JEEVANANTHEM  - S/O   MADHU, POLAYAMPALLI  PO, HARUR  TK  DHARMAPURI  DT 44000 20/12/2021 15.9

2 7066189193 ILAIYARAJA, 42 ELAVADAI POST, HARUR TALUK Dharmapuri 129000 19/08/2021 41

Branch Name : PERANDAPALLI                           DATE OF AUCTION:  22/08/2023

1 7261614593 R Umashankar, D no 5/756 PERANDAPALLI Moranapalli PERANDAPALLI Krishnagiri Dt, Tamil Nadu 308000 29/07/2022 90

2 7221691756 R Umashankar, D no 5/756 PERANDAPALLI Moranapalli PERANDAPALLI Krishnagiri Dt, Tamil Nadu 78000 03/06/2022 23.8

Branch Name : ROYAKOTTAH                            DATE OF AUCTION:  22/08/2023

1 7110205265 Sanahulla Kadharsakip D NO 284/190E PERIYAULLUGURUKKAI Denkanikottai krishnagiri 50000 03/11/2021 25.9

2 7129903417 JOTHI  M  3/58 GUTTUR  Royakottah Krishnagiri 51000 09/12/2021 18.8

3 7160195109 Sanahulla Kadharsakip D NO 284/190E PERIYAULLUGURUKKAI Denkanikottai krishnagiri 50000 08/02/2022 16.9

4 7164553049 SYED  SARVAR  S  3/10   RAYAKOTTAI Krishnagiri 168000 16/02/2022 55.8

5 7165495472 Nagarathana Vengadesh DNO5/38 KOOTHANAPALLI Udedurgam Nagamangalam Krishnagiri 175000 17/02/2022 56.3

6 7166111441 Mari Dhooruvasan d no 5/3 SOOLAGUNDA VIA Rayakotta Attapalayam Royakottah Krishnagiri 24000 18/02/2022 8

7 7183349643 SYED  SARVAR  S  3/10   RAYAKOTTAI Krishnagiri 256000 23/03/2022 83.6

8 7028590826 MANI  S M 2/318    SAJJALPATTI VILLAGE ROYAKOTTAH KRISHNAGIRI 146000 16/06/2022 54

Branch Name : VARATTANAPALLI                             DATE OF AUCTION:  22/08/2023

1 6916630917 C Thilasi w/O Chandiran, Mellpoonguruthi, Chinnamotarapalli, Varattnapalli, Bargur, Krishnagiri 195000 31/08/2020 67.5

2 6968039706 R Muniyammal, W/O Rathnavel, Chinnamottarapalli, varattnapalli, Bargur, Krishnagiri 65000 05/01/2021 24.3

3 6930686995 C Thulasi, W /O Chandiran, Mellpoonguruthi, Chinnamottarapalli, varattnapalli, Bargur, Krishnagiri 65000 01/10/2020 23.9


