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Shortage of staff in 
Board, fund crunch  
derail state’s rubber 
subsidy scheme
A B H I L A S H  C H A N D R A N  @Kottayam

Amid the looming crisis over the plantation sector in 
Kerala, the Rubber Price Incentive Scheme (RPIS), an 
initiative of  the state government to guarantee a mini-
mum price of  `170 per kg of  sheet rubber to farmers, 
appears to be derailing following inordinate delays in 
completing the necessary paperwork. Farmers said the 
delay was primarily caused due to a shortage of  staff  
in the field offices of  the Rubber Board. 

As a result, farmers are experiencing difficulties in 
submitting their bills, leading to a backlog of  over one 
lakh pending bills at the Rubber Producers’ Societies. 
On one hand, the delays in completing the procedural 
formalities hinder the scheme. On the other hand, the 
state government has failed to release the subsidies to 
farmers on time due to financial constraints.

Under the scheme, the government provides farmers 
with the difference between `170 and the price pub-
lished by the Rubber Board for 1kg of  sheet rubber and 
latex as a subsidy. The subsidy amount is credited to 
the bank accounts of  growers through the Rubber 
Board. To claim the subsidy, farmers must submit bills 
from rubber dealers to the Rubber Producers’ Societies 
(RPS) in their respective areas. Once verified by field 

officers of  the Rubber 
Board, the RPS authorities 
upload these bills to the 
state government’s website. 
However, due to a shortage 
of  sufficient field staff  in 
the Board, bills are pending 
clearance at the societies.

“Vacancies have not been 
filled, making redeploy-
ment of  employees imprac-
tical at the moment,” said 
an official with the Rubber 
Board on condition of  ano-
nymity. The official also at-
tributed the ongoing renew-
al process of  scheme 
members as a reason for the 
delay.

RPS members have re-
ported that field officers are 
not collecting bills from 
over 2,000 societies across 
the state. “There is current-

ly no official data on the number of  pending bills at the 
Rubber Producers Societies because the Board authori-
ties are not collecting them. However, based on a rough 
estimate, there are at least two lakh bills waiting to be 
cleared,” said Babu Joseph, secretary, National Consor-
tium of  Rubber Producers Societies (NCRPS).

During the previous scheme period, a total of  8.14 
lakh bills were cleared by the Board from July to Octo-
ber 2022. Taking this into account, the number of  pend-
ing bills is higher than expected. 

In response to the delay, representatives from the 
RPSs, under the aegis of  NCRPS leaders, held discus-
sions with M Vasanthagesan, the executive director of  
the Rubber Board. Vasanthagesan reportedly assured 
them that urgent measures would be taken to address 
the issues related to staff  shortages in field offices. 

Meanwhile, the state government has not released 
any funds in the 9th phase of  the RPIS scheme, which 
began in July 2023. 

“The delay in releasing subsidy amounts to farmers 
has rendered the RPIS ineffective in supporting them. 
Though the government allocated `500 for the RPIS in 
the 2022-23 state budget, nearly ̀ 40 crore is due to farm-
ers for the period from July 2022 to June 2023,” Babu 
Joseph said.

Vacancies have not been
filled, making redeployment
of employees impractical at

the moment

An official with  
the Rubber Board

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Kochi

KERALA HIGH Court on Thursday ordered to keep in 
abeyance the order cancelling the tourist permit of  
Robin bus, which had caught statewide attention for 
conducting inter-state service allegedly violating the 
Motor Vehicles Act. Justice Dinesh Kumar Singh is-
sued the order on a petition filed by Kishore K, of  
Kozhikode, against the order of  the Motor Vehicles De-
partment. “It is directed that till the next date of  post-
ing, order dated November 29, cancelling the tourist 
permit of  the petitioner’s vehicle bearing registration 
No.KL-65/R-5999 shall be kept in abeyance,” said the 
court.

HC breather for 
Robin bus owner

Students become ill 
after study tour
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Palakkad

A TOTAL OF 18 students of  St Dominic’s English Me-
dium School, Thachampara, became ill after they re-
ported stomach pain on Thursday. The condition of  two 
of  the students is reported to be serious. They were 
shifted to the Thrissur Medical College and a private 
hospital in Mannarkad respectively. Eight students 
have been admitted to a local hospital in Thachampara 
and the remaining students have returned home after 
they were given preliminary treatment.

The students had gone on an excursion to the Water 
Theme Park in Valancherry on November 28. Subse-
quently, the students started complaining about stom-
ach pain and dysentery. The reason for the illness is yet 
to be found out. However, it is suspected that it may 
have been caused due to food poisoning.

It was on Tuesday that 225 students of  the school 
went to Valancherry on a study tour.  The students com-
plained of  stomach pain and dysentery from the next 
day itself.

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra to arrive in Kottayam today
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kottayam

THE VIKSIT Bharat Sankalp Yat-
ra, a nationwide outreach initia-
tive aimed at informing and em-
powering citizens about the 
Central Government’s flagship 
schemes and programmes, will 
commence its tour of  Kottayam 
district on Friday. Former MP 
Suresh Gopi will inaugurate the 
Yatra at a meeting to be held in 

Mutholi Grama Panchayat at 
10.30 am. During its tour, the Yat-
ra will visit all 71 gram panchay-
ats in the district. Each day, the 
journey will cover two gram pan-
chayat centres. The tour will con-
clude on January 16, 2024, at 
Pallikathodu.

The Yatra will be organised in 
the district under the guidance 
of  the lead bank, in collaboration 
with NABARD, Rubber Board, 

FACT, CBC, NIC, Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra, postal department, agri-
culture department, and Indian 
Oil Corporation. The primary 
objective of  the program is to 
provide comprehensive informa-
tion about the welfare schemes 
of  the Central government to the 
people. In this regard, camps will 
be conducted to enrol beneficiar-
ies in various schemes. Repre-
sentatives from all banks with 

branches in each gram panchay-
at will accompany the trip and 
participate in the camp. Eligible 
individuals for schemes such as 
Kisan credit card, Mudra loan, 
Stand Up India, etc., will receive 
in-principle approval during the 
camp. To inform and sensitise 
the public about the development 
and welfare schemes of  the cen-
tral government, a specially 
equipped tour vehicle will pro-

vide information about the 
schemes and the experiences of  
beneficiaries.

Furthermore, each centre will 
feature a drone exhibition to in-
troduce new technologies in the 
field of  agriculture.

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yoja-
na beneficiaries will have the op-
portunity to register for a gas 
connection, and Aadhaar serv-
ices will also be available. 

Anil K Antony @anilkantony
Was good to meet Asian games and Commonwealth games medal winner Sreeshankar Murali 
along with his family members today at their residence in Palakkad. @SreeshankarM. One of In-
dia’s athletic gems, and a name to watch out for in future
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