
5Friday December 01 2023 Surat  Plus

Multinational collaborative frameworks must to tackle maritime challenges
of Indian Ocean Region: Raksha Mantri at 4th Goa Maritime Conclave

Calls for adhering to international laws for a free & rule-based maritime order
Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath

Singh has called for
establishing multinational
collaborative mitigation
frameworks in the Indian
Ocean Region to effectively
tackle common maritime
challenges such as climate
change, piracy, terrorism,
drug-trafficking, overfishing
and freedom of commerce on

high seas. He was delivering
the keynote address at the
fourth edition of Goa Maritime
Conclave (GMC) on October
30, 2023. The three-day
conclave, which commenced
on October 29, 2023, is being
attended by Delegate in
Charge of Defence, Comoros
Mr Mohamed Ali Youssoufa
and Chiefs of Navies/Heads of

Maritime Forces/Senior
representatives from eleven
other Indian Ocean nations -
Bangladesh, Indonesia,
Madagascar, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar,
Seychelles, Singapore, Sri
Lanka & Thailand. The Raksha
Mantri emphasised that
common maritime priorities
need to be addressed

cooperatively by avoiding
selfish interests that make the
region less secure and less
prosperous. He underlined the
importance of respecting the
international maritime laws,
as enunciated in the United
Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982. “A
free, open and rule-based
maritime order is a priority for
all of us. ‘Might is right’ has
no place in such a maritime
order. Adherence to
international laws and
agreements must be our
lodestar. Our narrow
immediate interests may
tempt us to flout or disregard
the well-established
international law, but doing so
would lead to the breakdown
of our civilised maritime
relations. Our common
security and prosperity cannot
be preserved without all of us
committing to cooperatively
adhering to the legitimate
maritime rules of engagement.
Fair rules of engagement are
crucial for fostering collaboration
and ensuring that no single
country dominates others in a
hegemonic manner,” said Shri
Rajnath Singh. On climate
change, the Raksha Mantri

stated that the collaborative
mitigation framework can
involve the countries working
together to reduce carbon
emissions and transition to
sustainable practices. He
pointed out that the world could
overcome this problem if all
countries accepted the
responsibility to cut emissions by
investing in green economy and
share technology & capital with
the needy countries. Shri
Rajnath Singh also referred to
Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated (IUU) fishing, a
challenge which relates to
resource over-exploitation. “IUU
fishing endangers ocean
ecosystems and sustainable
fishery. It also threatens our
economic security and regional
& global food security. A
multinational collaborative effort
for compilation and sharing of
surveillance data is the need of
the hour. It will help in identifying
actors with irregular or
threatening behaviour, which will
have to be countered resolutely,”
he said. To put in place these
mitigation frameworks, the
Raksha Mantri called for
collaboration, and sharing of
resources & expertise among
nations.

MoS Shobha Karandlaje inaugurates International
Workshop on Food Loss and Waste Prevention in

South Asian Region at New Delhi
Union Minister of State for

Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Sushri Shobha
Karandlaje inaugurated the
International Workshop on
Food Loss and Waste
Prevention in South Asian
Region today at New Delhi.
The International Workshop
on Food Loss and Waste
Prevention in South Asian
Region was organized jointly
by The Indian Council of
Agriculture Research and the
Thünen Institute, Germany.
Deputy Director General (NRM)
- ICAR, Dr. SK Chaudhari,
Research Director, Thünen
Institute, Germany, Dr. Stefan
Lange, Deputy Director
General (Ag. Engg.) – ICAR,
Dr. SN Jha and around 120
delegates from India,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, France,
Germany, Indonesia, Nepal,
and Sri Lanka were present on
the occasion. In her address,
MoS Sushri Shobha
Karandlaje appreciated the
efforts made by ICAR and
Thünen Institute, Germany to
address an important social
and economic issue
concerning both to the
farmers and the consumers.
She stated that approximately
3 billion tonnes of food go
waste across the globe. She
outlined the scale of problem
of food loss and waste. She

opined that the proven
technologies and practices of
developed as well as
developing countries should
be brought forward so that the
losses and wastage across the
globe could be reduced using
methods acceptable to the
society. She also emphasised
that the social organizations
need to play a vital role in
spreading awareness among
various stakeholders and also
should practice the methods to
minimise food waste. She also
pointed out that loss of food is
not only a direct loss to the
consumers but also has
bearings on environment and
supporting economies. Sushri
Shobha Karandlaje said that
south Asia a major producer as
well as consumer of food and it
is our moral responsibility as
well as economic necessity to
reduce the food loss and waste.

She called to identify the
primary reasons of food loss
and waste; education and
awareness among all the
stakeholders; efficient harvest
and storage; smart distribution;
industry involvement; donation
and food banks; innovation in
food packaging; and consumer
responsibility, etc. She
emphasized that wasting food
is a crime and exhorted all to
teach our children the
importance of not wasting food.

She was hopeful that the three-
days workshop would help us
plan and act together to arrive
at some meaningful policy. Dr.
Stefan Lange mentioned that
mitigating and preventing food
loss and food waste is the
biggest and most effective
lever to ensure that food
reaches to the needy. He
further informed that a
"Collaboration Initiative on
Food Losses & Food Wastes"
has been functioning to
promote the global exchange
of research results and
practical experience in fighting
food losses and waste.
Government of India can play
a vital role in influencing all
neighbouring countries in
initiating individual as well as
collaborative efforts to curb
food loss and waste. Ms.
Clementine O’Connor of United
Nations Environment
Programme, France appraised
about food losses and waste
metrics and its effect on
sustainability of agriculture and
environment. She pointed out
that pandemic, climate change
and wars also have serious
bearing on food loss and
waste. She emphasised for
policy development to ensure
learning and sharing of the
best practices across the globe
and to create awareness
among consumers.


