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POLLS DRAW MOVERS AND SHAKERS

As the State went to the Assembly polls on Thursday, social media is fl ooded with selfi es of enthusias  c celebrity voters who exercised their franchise at various polling booths in the city. Movers 
and shakers from varied fi elds including a good sprinkling of Tollywood stars came in full a  endance for the elec  on and the top netas and bureacrats posted pictures of themselves a  er vo  ng 
and urged others to cast their vote as well. As expected, khadi-clad netas turned up in good numbers  As the  me  cked, the pace of vo  ng picked up in many polling booths located in upmarket 
areas like Banjara Hills, Jubilee Hills, Gachi Bowli, Kondapur, Nanakramguda, Manikonda and Filmnagar. A ba  ery of  nsel town ar  stes led by Chiranjeevi, Allu Arjun, Jr NTR, Venkatesh, Nani, 
Gopichand, Mahesh Babu and top babus like Chief Secretary Shanthi Kumari and DGP Anjani Kumar stood pa  ently in the queues, wai  ng for their turn to cast their vote at the designated polling 
booth. Shu  erbugs had a fi eld day, as they indulged in the clicking spree, capturing the varied moods of showbiz celebri  es and star personali  es.   

Many voters complain about 
their names missing from list

Hans News Service
Hyderabad

VOTERS complained that 
their names were missing 
from the voter list in Secun-
derabad Cantonment, Secun-
derabad, and Musheerabad 
constituencies in the State 
Assembly elections held on 
Th ursday.

In Musheerabad, around 
80 voter names were miss-
ing, in Secunderabad con-
stituency and Secunderabad 
Cantonment, around 30 to 40 
names were missing from the 
voter list. Th e same scenario 
was witnessed at Amberpet, 
and many people returned 
without voting. Despite the 
special drive conducted in 

all the constituencies that 
allowed voters to add their 
names back to the electoral 
rolls and provided them with 
new EPIC cards, many names 
went missing. Interestingly, 
the names of a few voters 
from Old Dairy Farm, Secun-
derabad constituency, were 
found in two booths at the 
same polling station.

According to a few voters 

from Musheerabad constitu-
ency, many voters were seen 
frantically running around 
various polling stations, try-
ing to locate their names, only 
to discover that their names 
were missing from the list.

"I was surprised to see my 
name missing from the list 
because names were recently 
included in the most recent 
survey, but I did not receive 

the card. My vote has now 
vanished from the rolls," said 
Shaheen Begum, Tarnaka, 
Secunderabad constituency 
resident.

“I was excited because 
it was my fi rst time voting, 
but when I inquired today, 
I discovered that my name 
was not on the list. I recently 
registered my name through 
the enrollment drive, but my 
name still vanished from the 
list,” said Rashmi Rao, a resi-
dent of Secunderabad Can-
tonment constituency.

"I have been voting for sev-
eral years, but this year my 
name disappeared from the 
list, so I was forced to check 
in at all the polling booths in 
Amberpet constituency, as I 
did not receive voting slips. 
How is it possible when I 
included our names in a re-
cent survey and all my family 
members' names were there 
but not mine?" said Rakesh 
Reddy, a senior citizen from 
Amberpet.

Despite inclusion in 
recent surveys, voters 
faced missing names

Some voters found 
their names in multiple 
booths unexpectedly

Electors rush to hometowns to cast vote 
Hans News Service

Hyderabad

THE voters who decided to 
cast their vote at the eleventh 
hour or those who got a sin-
gle day’s chance to visit their 
native places within the State 
were seen rushing to their 

towns and villages. Most of 
them hit the roads during the 
early morning hours in their 
personal vehicles, others hud-
dled themselves in the public 
transport and some even got 
on the top of the buses. 

Highways towards Waran-
gal and other district head-

quarters witnessed a lining up 
of vehicles. Videos of vehicles 
veering past the four-wheelers 
coming from Warangal went 
viral to highlight that there 
will be an increased number 
of voting percentage in rural 
Telangana. While those who 
decided to take buses from 

major bus stations like MGBS 
decided to go despite the 
hardships. 

People on their way to cast 
votes in their native places 
found it diffi  cult to travel on 
buses. Most of the families 
crammed themselves in the 
buses, some of the youth who 

were ready to take risks got on 
top of the bus.

Th ey struggled during the 
morning hours while board-
ing buses owing to the failure 
of TSRTC to make proper 
arrangements. Th is was wit-
nessed in the MGBS bus sta-
tion during morning hours.

Kavitha violated
election code: 

Congress
Hans News Service

Hyderabad

THE Congress alleged that K 
Kavitha, BRS MLC violated 
the Election Code by appeal-
ing to the people to vote for 
the party.

“Kavitha has violated the 
Election Code by appeal-
ing to the people to vote for 
BRS. While speaking to the 
media today aft er exercising 
her vote at the polling station 
at DAV School Banjara Hills 
MLC appealed to the voters 
to vote for BRS which vio-
lates the Election Code. Th is 
is brought to the notice of Vi-
kas Raj CEO, Telangana for 
taking action,” said G Niran-
jan, senior vice president of 
Telangana Pradesh Congress 
Committee.

Confusion over polling stations 
leave city voters high and dry

VRC Phaniharan
Hyderabad

VOTERS at several polling 
stations under Musheerabad 
and Amberpet Assembly 
constituencies were found 
returning without casting 
their votes. Th e reason is they 

could not fi gure out their 
polling stations. Speaking to 
Th e Hans India, L Naveen 
Reddy from Amberpet said, 
"My name was not there in 
the polling station where I 
cast my vote earlier. Th e mo-
bile app for searching and lo-
cating his polling station has 
time and again fl ashing "No 
Results".

He said election offi  cials 
from GHMC used to come 
home and hand over the vot-

er slips in the last Assembly 
and Lok Sabha elections. It 
made it easier for the voters 
to directly reach their polling 
stations and cast their votes. 

Voching the same and ex-
plaining the problems faced, 
V N Sastry from Chikkada-
pally said that big fl exes were 
put up at the polling stations, 
indicating assistance was 
available for the voters. But, 
except for the men from dif-
ferent parties with tables is-

suing the voter slips, there 
are virtually none visible to 
help out and guide the vot-
ers where they could get their 
voter slips to cast their votes. 
"When I called the BLO on a 
given number, he simply said 
the polling station number 
and asked to go and search 
behind the fever hospital. 
But, only to be told that I had 
come to the wrong polling 
booth aft er going there."

Th e voters without voter 
Identity cards carrying the 
Aadhar and other valid docu-
ments have expressed dismay 
at police scrutinising them 
and asked multiple questions 
at the entry points. 

C Deepak, a graduate stu-
dent said that the police who 
stopped him were so dumb 

that they did not know that 
even the Election Commis-
sion had listed several docu-
ments like Aadhaar as valid 
for people to cast their vote. 
"Th ey were giving a standard 
reply that they have not got 
'any instructions'. When I 
further pressed, the constable 
on duty showed a police offi  -
cial and asked me to go and 
ask him." 

Is it election offi  cials con-
cerned, or do police decide 
on the validity and invalidity 
of the documents and pro-
cess of people to vote? He 
found fault with the EC and 
its machinery for all such 
problems faced by the people 
in the polling stations that 
resulted in people returning 
without voting.

Voters were 
disappointed to see 
their name missing from 
electoral roll

Electors criticise the 
relevant authorities for 
failing to provide voter 
slips

Express dismay at police 
scrutiny over voters for 
not carrying EPIC cards


