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JERUSALEM

MILITANT group Hamas re-
leased two more Israeli women 
hostages on Thursday with 
more Palestinian prisoners to 
be freed under an extended 
truce that has paused weeks of  
deadly conflict.

With the current truce set to 
expire early Friday, interna-
tional bodies have called for a 
lasting halt to the violence, 
sparked by deadly Hamas at-
tacks on Israel that prompted it 
to mount a devastating assault 
on the Gaza Strip.

US Secretary of  State Antho-
ny Blinken met with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders to seek 
a longer pause that would allow 
further prisoner-hostage ex-
changes and more aid for dis-
placed civilians in Gaza. The 
Israeli military said on Thurs-
day at least two women hostag-

es had been returned from 
Gaza after being released to the 
Red Cross by Hamas. More 
were expected to be transferred 
“in the next few hours”, it said. 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s office 
named the two as French-Israe-
li dual national Mia Shem, 21, 
and Amit Soussana, 40.

Israel is due to release more 
Palestinian prisoners in turn, 
after the sides agreed to extend 
the pause in combat operations 
until Friday.  International bod-
ies have called for more time to 
allow medical supplies, food 
and fuel into the besieged Gaza 
Strip after fierce combat and 
bombardments sparked by Ha-
mas’s bloody October 7 attacks 
on Israel.

“We have seen over last week 
the very positive development 
of  hostages coming home,” 
Blinken said.   Agencies

Palestinian activist Ahed Tamimi (centre) in the West Bank town of Ramallah after 
she was released from prison by Israel on Thursday |  AP

2 Hamas gunmen 
open fire at bus 
stop, three killed
JERUSALEM

HAMAS claimed responsibility for a shooting 
attack in Jerusalem that killed three people on 
Thursday, shortly after the extension of  a truce 
between Israel and the Islamist group that rules 
Gaza.

Police said the two gunmen who carried out 
the attack were from annexed east Jerusalem 
and were shot dead at the scene, near a bus stop 
on the western side of  the city, where there are 
no checkpoints controlling entry.

“Two terrorists arrived in a car, one of  them 
armed with an M-16 and the other with a pis-
tol,” and opened fire, Jerusalem police chief  
Doron Torgeman told reporters.

The two gunmen were shot dead “after the 
attack by two off-duty IDF (Israeli army) sol-
diers and another civilian who fired at them”, 
police said in a statement. “A police search of  
the terrorists’ car revealed ammunition and 
weaponry,” it added. Police identified those 
killed as a 73-year-old rabbi, Elimelech Waser-
man, along with Hana Ifergan, 67, and Livia 
Dikman, 24.

In a statement issued hours later claiming 
responsibility, Hamas called the attack “a natu-
ral response to the unprecedented crimes of  the 
occupier in the Gaza Strip and against children 
in Jenin”, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

 Meanwhile, two Israeli soldiers were slightly 
injured in a ramming attack at a checkpoint in 
the West Bank, the army said, adding “soldiers 
at scene shot and neutralised the assailant”.

MOSCOW 

RUSSIA on Thursday 
banned the “international 
LGBT movement,” claim-
ing it was an extremist 
group in a move that ce-
ments a long crackdown 
on the community as the 
Kremlin pushes ultra-con-
servative social values.

The conservative turn 
promoted by President 
Vladimir Putin — often 
portrayed as an existential 
fight against Western lib-
eral values — has acceler-
ated since the offensive in 
Ukraine. 

The supreme court hand-
ed down the ruling in Mos-
cow on Thursday, AFP 
journalists in court report-
ed. The court did not say 
whether certain individu-
als or organisations would 
be affected by the ruling.

Judge Oleg Nefedov 
ruled “the international 
LGBT public movement 
and its subdivisions” were 
extremist, and issued a 
“ban on its activities on the 
territory of  Russia”.The 
hearing took place behind 
closed doors and without 
any defence present.  AFP

Russia bans 
movement for  
LGBT rights

TWO MORE ISRAELIS FREED 
UNDER EXTENDED TRUCE

US Secretary of State Blinken says that temporary ceasefire producing results

       TELANGANA STATE BOARD OF INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION
      VIDYA BHAVAN, NAMPALLY, HYDERABAD

TENDER NOTIFICATION
Lr. Rc. No.02/PRO/e-Tender Notification-1/2023-24             Date: 29.11.2023
The Secretary, Telangana State Board of Intermediate Education, Hyderabad desires to 
select a Printing Agency, Scanning Agency and Manufacturing Agency for the following 
tenders through e-procurement portal as detailed below:

Sl. 
No.

E-Tender File Rc. No. 
[E-tender No. allotted] Particulars

01 E-Tender No.483065.
08/Exams-I/2023-24

Printing and supply of Pass Certificates (for General & Vocational 
streams) for IPE March 2024 & IPASE May/June 2024.

02 E-Tender No.483067.
28/Exams-I/2023-24

Printing and supply of Computer stationery with variable 
data (for General & Vocational streams) for IPE March 
2024 & IPASE May/June 2024.

03
E-Tender No.483056.
29/Exams-I/OMR 
Scanning/2023-24

Scanning of OMR bar-coded sheets, Data capturing and 
processing for Mismatch through Intelligent Character 
Recognition (ICR technology) for IPE March 2024 & IPASE 
May/June 2024.

04 E-Tender No.483055. 
318/Exams-II/2024

Scanning and Digitalization of Answer Scripts for  
Re-verification and Recounting for IPE March 2024 and 
IPASE May/June 2024.

05 E-Tender No.483070. 
52/Admin-II/TS/2023-24 Supply of Covers for the year 2023-24.

06 E-Tender No.483057. 
52/GNB/TS/D1/2023-24

Supply of HDPE Bags (size 26”x41”) weight 120 Gms with 
Kesari Colour for the year 2023-24.

07 E-Tender No.483061. 
29/D1/TS/2023-24

Printing of Camp material, Hand Book of Instructors, 
Scheme of Valuation for the year 2023-24.

08 E-Tender No.483048. 
52/D1/TS/2023-24

Purchase of Stationery items & Computer Peripherals for 
the year 2023-24. 

09 E-Tender No.483074. 
TSBIE-AND/47/2023-24

Printing & Supply of Stitched Answer books made from 
Map Litho White Printing Reel Paper (60 GSM - which must 
be produced using Virgin Pulp), OMR Barcoded Sheets with 
variable Data, Photo Attendance Sheets, Sealing Stickers 
and Answer Book Bundle Slips and Control Bundle along 
with Transportation of the Material for the year 2023-24.

Date of commencement of e-Tender(s): 01-12-2023 @ 11:00 A.M. Date of Pre-Bid 
conference: 08-12-2023 @ 11:30 A.M. Last date for submission of Bid(s): 16-12-2023 
@ 3:00 P.M. The Bidders willing to participate in this tender may visit e-procurement 
portal https://tender.telangana.gov.in.
DIPR R.O. No.8381-PP/CL/Advt/1/2023-24, Dt: 29/11/2023            Sd/- Secretary, TSBIE


